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AL-MAQRIZI

al-Magqrizi
[Taqi al-Din "Abt al-‘Abbas ’Ahmad ibn
‘Ali ibn “Abd al-Qadir al-Maqrizi]

ca 766-845 AH (1364-1442 ap). Egypt. An
Islamic historian born in Cairo to a family of
Syrian origin on his father’s side. His father and
grandfather were Hanbalite, but he was raised in
the Hanafite school, which was the school of his
relatives on his mother’s side. Later on, at the age
of 20 and after his father’s death, he passed to the
Shafi‘ite school for personal reasons. Educated as
a traditionist, he started his public career as a sec-
retary in the chancellery of state, a position he had
to leave in 1390, though he may have resumed his
work there in the following years. He then occu-
pied several administrative and religious posts.
Some time after 1420, he retired from his public
functions and devoted his time to the writing of
History.

Al-Magrizi is renowned as one of the most
important historians of the Islamic civilization,
second only to his master = Ibn Khaldan. The
appearance of older sources and recent research
has forced scholars to revise their judgments in
this respect. Al-Maqrizi is now esteemed highly
for having saved from oblivion entire sections of
the history of Egypt by giving access to contem-
porary sources which are otherwise lost. His work
as a historian, usually compared to that of a mere
compiler, must be re-evaluated in the light of his
numerous preserved autograph manuscripts,
among which the most useful are his notebooks
(autograph manuscript in Liege, BU, 2232). How-
ever he is often criticised for his carelessness in
indicating his sources.

Al-Magqrizi is the author of several works
(chronicles, biographical dictionaries) dealing
with the history of Egypt since the Muslim con-
quest. His agenda was fixed at an early date as
he planned to divide the whole period into three
books:

1. ‘Iqd Djawahir al-asfat fi muliak Misr wa-I-
Fustat (The Necklace of the Jewel Case Regard-
ing the Rulers of Misr and al-Fustat), a history
of Egypt from the Muslim conquest up to the
arrival of the Fatimid dynasty (969), unfortu-
nately lost.

2. Itti'az  al-hunafa’  bi-akhbar  al-a’‘imma
al-fatimiyyin al-khulafa’ (The Edification of
the True Believers in the History of the Fatimid

3.

2

Imam-Caliphs),ahistoryofthe Fatimid dynasty
probably written shortly after 1411 (autograph
manuscript of vol. 1 in Erfurt/Gotha, For-
schungs- und Landesbibliothek, ms. orient. A
1652). This is the only medieval monograph
volume wholly devoted to the history of Egypt
under the Fatimid rule, hence its importance
for modern historians working on that period,
though in his other works, significant parts deal
withthatdynastytoo. Thischronicleretracesthe
history of the Shiite dynasty which ruled over
Egypt after its conquest in 968 until its fall in
1171, taking as starting point its appearance
in Ifrigiyya (Tunisia). The data is presented
according to the chronological succession of
the reigns inside which the division into years is
followed. This work would be even more valu-
able if al-Magqrizi had systematically indicated
his sources for each piece of information.
al-Suliik fi ma'rifat al-duwal wa-l-mulitk (The
Path to Knowledge of Dynasties and Kings),
a history of the Ayyibid and Mamliak dynas-
ties started well before 1430 (autograph
manuscript of vol. 1 in Istanbul, Stileymaniye
kitiiphanesi, YC 887). The author starts his
history with the year 1171 during which Salah
al-din (Saladin) took over the power from the
Fatimids in Egypt, establishing his own dynasty
(the Ayyubids) until its replacement by the
Mamlaks in 1250. Al-Magqrizi proceeded with
recounting their history until a few months
before his death (1441). For the older period,
he obviously relied on earlier sources which
he failed to mention. The technique he used
consisted of mixing several reports into one,
rewriting the whole in his own words. As for
the contemporary sections, recent research has
shown that he mainly relied on = Ibn al-Furat
until 1400-01. After that year, he was already
active as a historian and mainly depended on
information he had collected himself. This last
section is precious for the details that drew his
attention.

To these works, he later added: al-Khabar ‘an
al-bashar (The History of the Mankind), a gen-
eral history of the world (still unpublished,
autograph manuscript of vols. 1, 3-6 in Istan-
bul, Stileymaniye kiitiiphanesi, AS 3362, Fatih
4338-41); Imta‘ al-asma‘ bi-ma li-I-rasul min
al-abna’ wa-l-ahwal wa-I-hafada wa-l-mata’
(The Delight of the Ears with the Children,
Conditions, Offspring and Personal Belong-



ings of the Messenger), a history of the Prophet
(autograph manuscript of vol. 1 in Istanbul,
Stileymaniye kiitiiphanesi, SAP 1847).

. al-Mawa'iz wa-I-i‘tibar fi dhikr al-khitat wa-I-
athar (Admonitions and Reflections on the
Quarters and Monuments), a topographical
history of Cairo and Egypt in general he started
after 1405 (autograph manuscripts of the first
draftinIstanbul, Topkapy Sarai, Ahmet 111405
and 1472). Though mainly dealing with archi-
tectural history, the book proves also useful
for the social and urban history of the capital
and the dynasties that contributed to its expan-
sion. The charge of plagiarism raised against
him after his death, namely that he copied the
draft of one ofhis colleagues who worked on the
same subject, seems to have been confirmed.
Nonetheless, this work remains of tremendous
importance given the numerous sources, most
of them now lost, he could consult.

. al-Tarikh al-muqaffa al-kabir (The All-
Comprehensive History), a biographical
dictionary devoted to all the persons who lived
or passed by Egypt from the Muslim conquest
until his birth. It was never completed; sixteen
volumes were found in draft form at his death,
of which the equivalent of 9,6 volumes are
preserved. It neatly completes the data for the
latest periods available in his historical works.
Autograph manuscripts in Leiden, UB, or.
1366, 3075, 14533; Paris, BnF, ar. 2144.

. Durar al-‘uqiid al-farida fi taradjim al-a’yan
al-mufida (The Incomparable Pearl-Necklaces
of the Useful Biographies of Notable Men), a
biographical dictionary of his contemporaries
started after 1413. Though organised as a dic-
tionary, this work provides important data on
rulers and officials besides the more classi-

cal scholars. Partial autograph manuscript in
Erfurt/Gotha, Forschungs- und Landesbiblio-
thek, ms. orient. A 1771; complete manuscript
copied on the autograph in Mosul, al-Djalili
private collection.

Bibliography

Text: Dj. AL-D. AL-SHAYYAL, Itti'‘Gz al-hunafd’,
1967, A. Himy, Itti‘az al-hunafa’, 1971-3.
M.M. ZivApA & S.‘A. AL-F. ‘AsHUR, Al-Sulik li-
ma'rifa duwal al-mulitk, 1934-73. R.].C. BROAD-
HURST, A History of the Ayyubid Sultans of
Egypt, 1980 [Partial English translation of
the Al-Sulik li-ma'rifa duwal al-mulik]. A.A.
AL-MuLAni, Al-Mawa'iz wa-l-i‘tibar fi dhikr al-
khitat wa-I-athar, 1959. U. BOURIANT, Descrip-
tion topographique et historique de I'Egypte,
1895-1900 [Partial French translation of the
Al-Mawa'iz wa-l-i'tibar fi dhikr al-khitat wa-I-
athar]. P. CASANOVA, Livre des admonitions et
de Dobservation sur Uhistoire des quartiers et des
monuments, 1906-20.

Literature: F. BAUDEN, “Magqriziana II: Discov-
ery of an Autograph Manuscript of al-Magqrizi:
Towards a Better Understanding of His Working
Method, Analysis”, Mamlik Studies Review, 12
(2008), 51-118. F. BAUDEN, “Should al-Maqrizi
Be Thrown out with the Bath Water? The Ques-
tion of His Plagiarism of al-Awhadt’s Khitat and
the Documentary Evidence”, Mamliuk Studies
Review (forthcoming). D. LITTLE, An Introduction
to Mamlik Historiography, 1970. S.G. MASSOUD,
The Chronicles and Annalistic Sources of the Early
Mamluk Circassian Period, 2007. P.E. WALKER,
“Al-Magqrizi and the Fatimids”, Mamlik Studies
Review, 7, 2 (2003), 83-97.

FREDERIC BAUDEN




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 550
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2001
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (GWG_GenericCMYK)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Ghent PDF Workgroup - 2005 Specifications version3 \(x1a: 2001 compliant\))
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [14173.229 14173.229]
>> setpagedevice


