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Make groups of 4-6 people and in 10-15 min. :

• Read the case
• Answer the questions above using this form >

o One answer per group (discuss)
o Answer in a journal editor capacity
o Motivate your answers



A real 'general scenario' case study

https://publicationethics.org/guidance/case/reviewer-citation-manipulation
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A diversity of topics related to publication ethics (COPE) 

https://publicationethics.org/guidance
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General advice based 
on our case study



Citation manipulation key elements

https://publicationethics.org/guidance/discussion-document/citation-manipulation
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Excessive self-citing

7

• 56 references - 55 self-citations!

Karthikeyan, S., A. Prathima, M. Periyasamy, and G. Mahendran. 2020. “Emission 

Analysis of the Diesel Engine Using Stoechospermum Marginatum, Brown Marine 

Algae with Al2O3 Nano Fluid.” Materials Today: Proceedings, International Conference 

on Nanotechnology: Ideas, Innovation and Industries, vol. 33 (January): 4047–53. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.matpr.2020.06.480.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.matpr.2020.06.480


Reviewer mills and (not so) covert citation manipulation attempts

Anonymous Reviewer (2021) Peer Review #3 of "An integrated three-tier trust 

management framework in mobile edge computing using fuzzy logic (v0.1)". PeerJ
Computer Science https://doi.org/10.7287/peerj-cs.700v0.1/reviews/3

Anonymous Reviewer (2021) Peer Review #3 of "Secure biometric authentication with 

de-duplication on distributed cloud storage (v0.1)". PeerJ Computer 
Science https://doi.org/10.7287/peerj-cs.569v0.1/reviews/3
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Of irrelevant citations and citation 'slop'

Yang, Fan-Xi, Yi-Fei Zhu, Shuo Cao, et al. « RETRACTION: Origin 

of the distinct site occupations of H atom in hcp Ti and Zr/Hf ». 

International Journal of Hydrogen Energy 91 (novembre 2024): 

933-41. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijhydene.2024.10.197.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijhydene.2024.10.197


Of irrelevant citations and citation 'slop'



Of citation cartels and citations for sale



What is driving citation manipulation ? 

CWTS. « Halt the H-index ». Prépublication, Zenodo, 25 mars 2021. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/ZENODO.4635649.

Stack, Michelle, ed. 2021. Global University Rankings and the Politics of Knowledge. 
University of Toronto Press. https://doi.org/10.3138/9781487545154.

https://doi.org/10.5281/ZENODO.4635649
https://doi.org/10.3138/9781487545154


How is ULiège involved in reforming research assessment?
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