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Abstract: This paper offers a new critical edition of the two medical prescriptions from 
P.Hib. II 192 →, dated by the first editors between 270 and 250 BC. After placing the pa-
pyrus, extracted from a cartonnage, in its archaeological and historical context, we offer a 
paleographic examination of P.Hib. II 192, as well as an analysis of the contents and struc-
ture of the two prescriptions, highlighting their formal and pharmacological similarities. This 
study identifies the first prescription as a dermatological remedy for the treatment of wounds 
caused by venomous animal bites, while the second, explicitly devoted to the preparation of 
pessaries, is part of the gynecological tradition. 
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Introduction 

Pendant deux campagnes de fouilles – en février et mars 1902, puis en jan-
vier 1903 –, B. P. Grenfell et A. S. Hunt ont exploré le site d’El-Hibeh à la 
recherche de cartonnages ptolémaïques susceptibles de contenir des papy-
rus portant des textes encore inconnus1. Deux volumes d’éditions ont paru 
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l’École normale supérieure (ENS-PSL) le 27 avril 2024, dans le cadre du séminaire de 
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1 Cf. Turner & Lenger, P.Hib. II, p. v–vi et Maltomini, « The Second Life », p. 145. 


