
It was nice to have a break 

(from studying)

Bringing life into our University Library
Simple, playful and cultural activities

Jacques MIGNON – ULiège Library - Gembloux









Tommy Deswysen

Sabrina Lekhder

André Meunier

Véronique Limbourg

Elisa Grégoire

Florence Liénard

Ariane Ghislain

Monique Bronlet

Marjorie Bardiau

Fanny Quindot

François Paquot

Fabienne Prosmans

Stéphanie Simon

Jacques Mignon

and many others...Léna Cauchie



Introduc(on

• We organize small ac(vi(es for students.

• Goal: make the library more lively and interes(ng.



Why organise ac(vi(es?

• Students come to study but they also need 

breaks.

• We help them relax, smile, and discover new 

things.

• We also highlight our collec(ons.

• We wish to make the library more lively and 

interes(ng...



Three categories of ac(vi(es

• Playful and relaxing ac(vi(es

• Ac(vi(es that highlight our collec(ons

• Cultural or cri(cal thinking events



Board Game Night

• We have serious games 

in our library.

• We organized some 

game nights.

• Students learned the 

rules and played

→ More students borrowed games  

a8er the event.

















Here is our comics library                                +3000 items



Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest

• In December, we run a sweater contest.

• Students wear Christmas sweaters.

• Each gets a small chocolate.

→ It creates a warm and fun atmosphere.









Exam prepara(on period

• Christmas sweater compe((on

• Relaxa(on sessions

• Chair yoga

• Exam break table with puzzles, color 

mandalas, etc.

• Co<ee or tea corner

→ It helps students relax.





Puzzle, mandalas, crosswords









Coffee or tea breaks

Money box for a non-mandatory financial contribution



Golden Ticket Hunt

• A golden (cket is hidden in a book.

• Students solved a riddle to >nd it.

• The winner got a basket with snacks.

→ It encouraged explora(on of the shelves











Thema(c Book Tables

• Three (mes a year, we create book tables.

• Each table has a theme (e.g. Women in 

Science).

• Books are also shown in a digital gallery.

→ It promotes our collec(ons.

→ It allows the library to support events or  

topical issues.





How to succeed at university 



Soft skills   Authors from Liège 



Halloween  Water 



Entomology

[insects]



Solarpunk 

SOLARPUNK

  Festival

      Library





Digital galleries linked to the « Rêve Général 

Festival »



On social media 



Seed Library

• We created a small seed library.

• Every week, the seed library was set up in a 

di<erent loca(on.

• Students can take or give seeds.

→ It showcases our collec(ons

→ It connects nature and the library.

→ It promotes sustainability.







Meet the Author

• We invite a scien(>c author.

• He presents his book with anecdotes.

• Target audience : students, sta< members, 

curious people.

→ It connects science and storytelling.

→ It creates a human link with research.



Meet the author

• A public reading of 

Claudine Houbart’s book 

“Du monument à la ville”.

• The presenta(on was 

followed by a discussion 

and a drink.

→ Students (re)discover  

our facili(es.



Meet the author

• A public reading

of Fabien Denoël



Meet the author



Meet the author



Collec(ve Reading (Arpentage)

• We read 'La tenta(on écofasciste' together.

• This method is called 'arpentage'.

• It is a collec(ve and cri(cal reading.

• Students share ideas and think together.

→ It encourages discussion on topical issues.

→ It's diFcult to summarize the end of the 

book when you haven't read the beginning.









Debate Conference

• Debate on environmental discourse.

• Topic: What does the far right say about ecology?

• Many students came (near 25).

• The discussion was rich and respecIul.

→ It helps to develop cri(cal thinking

→ It helps to argue about facts



What we learned

• These ac(vi(es are simple and low-cost.

• They create a good atmosphere.

• Students feel welcome and curious.

• The library becomes a place to live.



What we learned

• These ac(vi(es are simple and low-cost.

• They create a good atmosphere.

• Students feel welcome and curious.

• The library becomes a place to live.

→ We want to hear your ideas.

→ Let’s share ! … One by one ! 

→ Who is leading the exchange?



Conclusion

• Thank you for listening!

• I hope you found inspira(on.

• Let’s con(nue the discussion.

Simple Halloween decoration



Thanks

Ho Ho Ho ...






