>

PROpq
DEI;?ONAL REPRESENTATION AND THE
TES upon THE ELECTORAL QUES-

TION IN BELGIUM.

1.
aw
o o December 29, 1899, Belgium has adopted the

melnbel,s ProPortiona] representation for the election of
b is Yy Klte two legislative chambers. Since 1895 the
Clsy . eam use jp Mmunicipal elections (Communal Coun-
:Ieetio anSe "0 party succeeds in obtaining at the first
bor e s ?bsohlte majority of the votes cast. But no:
¥y E tey Ime Proportional representation wﬂl_ be t%ste_
Se S mz;ean State for all jts deliberative bod:t?s. I;i
Ntay; ; eed adopted, in some instances, minority rep !
Sgy 'Qts_;_ n Variong boards but only in a small numberrz

} i - -

te}tlon p n th‘e SWiSS Cantoﬂs, Where proportlonal 1'613
' ;Zvaﬂs’ both population and territory iire ‘fg
Lty | - . i er
hztg reginiie the Confederation continues un

. e : " .

y ts

r‘;lew_ gI;n “XPeriment is interesting from two P"‘t‘;e

ftioﬁs of e first place it will be pErm:tteld tfzu -

Cay - ”

tile Q] 1 the authc)r, to assert that the evoﬂ.erent o

By

I nst. . . .

5 tl?;g QOu;t:rt.m“S in little Belgium is not ind! situated
fro,... ‘Tles ivilization.

o 0111}_ w tiey of an advanced civiliz and Separated

th of Ge France
e re Tmany and of Frauc® 0 ‘o cpad
Of Ny, € . um ha
Urigg,, OUTS at sea from England, Belg! ilization

it .
§yp .8 - - civl
ihbJEQtp Weryy Privilege of participating i1 t1¢ it has
1;1 the g Partiq, , "Si8hbors, 1t i be true that ]especiall}’
g, Urgg ALy 1o the ; of France,
I?er:;élge tha]f of this Ceﬁ:ulnﬂtlxeuceely through the cox-nn;on
Qtas bahie . e ruljng clagsezy’-ta;sgnot less true that 1t «?t&t"
§ her Ory Oy, alts €ep] Wy e haracter, and that 1
Ay Qout.ed from Fy ~oofed i g paps, than many

i, “Ngland, better, per :
t ’ ’ at the

]II] nEn al i
- Peoples, the practice of llbertiﬁ o ber
as fOIIowed Englaﬂd very closely
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70 ANNALS OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY.

economic development. In consequence,

regard to the special circumstances n[fccting'
instance, its narrow territorial limits and its PIT o
neutrality—the causes which have modified Bf:]glf.m
tutions are also at work in the larger states whlcl? "’1 L the
her, but the effccts are here sometimes mOTe "'151.)}
evolution is, in certain lines, more rapid. ’Ihjd.?ml;e
on a large scale, coming from England, early 'ﬂf’-}mnce
a development which was only attained later 11 g

especially in Germany; the transition from 'thc 3? i brief
to the industrial state was accomplishcd m a

space of time. Such is likewise the €ast with oplheut
tion of an industrial proletariat and the dCVfry colle”
socialism. Nowhere in Europe is th¢ labor gdd ﬂowhef"
tivist) stronger and more solidly Organized, ail '+ 10 22
has it more chances and less obstacles bcfor:r it jaid 1;16
control. ‘This is why it is not in[r(:qucr?.t to hz{aiuul - :ﬂ},
«(%;:;Ela"y that from a social point of ‘“"w Obsj\'erﬁ fntlle

ratory rabhit’’ in which attenttv® rion ©
€xamine the v

. % e e (—;\"0
| arious phases of the futur js0 0 s
arge states,

; als
i Perhaps this may be apphcablimeﬂtﬁﬂ
portional representation, Certainly the pflflllt-qg ot 8
tem calls for reformy iy ail countries. }‘ildt
1tself to be, as was generally believed at t'hc -1;11, ¢
Century, the final mode of lgoliti(:al Orgamzatl e di{:ﬁc
mox'nent when so many countrics (]if-‘-Cl'xi"'-':’. cen the
which, it engenders, Belgium is sceking 10 ’ jel t.o
Perfecting it " pave” gt

It . & of ¥ o
! the second place, the circumstai®® * jve ffe ast"&fo
(o) iV

Fi7e s e
(:I;ih lllnpoﬂant reform are themselves 19° (ning B 4he
s . - any in et”
ishiI; lilosophy. Can there be in fact? crollitt Lo d‘3‘1
1g° than S -nt, con DY a9
to see a government, d b

4 1]
champ, . front€”. gle” " oV
0Pposi$'rs an enormous majority, Cm; Hope 51”%, jts 10

i ; . ioht BOFT 18
Y6 On parties, none of which mig? gio® " il
£ain Powe 5 P eCt W
party, e

whic

bru
r to prevent profound d1

Pass an electoral law whose
[382]
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ELGIUD

QuEsTION IN B

AL =

ELI-:CTOR-

ird? Whatever

more than Ol]::;lre, whate\-‘;e‘:f

its majorit.}' b'y of such 1 lu'Eits, authors p;hould

May be the ideal J“St“‘fe equity whlcharty leade:fves- It

S'ncerity and the loye y ‘e that th? 1p8ri0u5 = party, to

Can hardly Co?l?e-l\‘ without 1n I; Catholic
fake * reSPOUSiblllt.]eeT)f the Belgia
necessary, in the caq

the
1
rote upor
in the vo
;plain
x
tives in order to e P
Xamiy e its mg
- rear in
II of the pﬂst } the
tes
X f the electoral deba
Bey Siny

m
d fro he
) ]f de i -ears. f
1prehensible precedlﬂi’. }pa}"ment fe
. ® con : e e ta
b ! woulq bc CI régime in thﬁrrage tot ay thesbut
ISt()I:y of ¢ 1e polltlca "ﬁed the 5'11 ; Should Pral law,
Q‘3118t1t ion of 1831 atta? te, a Ci“zethe e
FakES‘ to be Cntitled tq \SC f’}xed by
' g; 3XeS a sum to be
fvhich

=
. 3QC-J appfo
Y.
o florins (42/
. 12
Shoylq 1ot be less thay
ullatel

1as
wa
ted
st enac the
first € to
equirellleﬂt qccordlﬂg

¢ I 1s, ¢
dig oy $8.46) The tax varying sut
Jﬁerent- ], “ing fixed at v
pODulati

i the
in
s alld e
1all Cltles‘ 1 the 1arg
e si i1
s In th
Oon of € localities,
) 1t s
Q1t1Q§ Wa

o
s than appli
;55 taxes ature
ary to pay less —a preml ibed
N IIQCQSb.arl)t of suffrage ion prescr
oy .0 Acqy; * the rigp ive value. ¥io
t;on of g “Quirg t gb.ectﬂ'e va constitu
16 ¢ 1€ory of subj T

AS t() th ﬂlethod of eleCt]O] y
gy it
aq,

take
. ould not
irect : that it Shent) 311 should

. Should ¢ direct ; \dissem

Iluhlnistrati € distrietg (arror

Q){hlber Qf

. i_
distric oo inhab
: to each
Q Seatg to he given
feq the

ber
. 40;. o num
- of one f‘?r of aV At thatlitical
tauts TOPortion oot ) o
' 5, therefore, the wtin de Eesfjon
3 T ¥ u

T each district (s
h
i 4 Noteq
Sa L8,

iotic
atrio
in the patt icts
¥ 1 m d]str
inion were uil]]e elector with tge
U shages f opinior T jcity, W1 t
“nellt 15‘1121(1(&:0 p Po—— implic making
Yoj iq agalnst the fore g s of 8 s. By
oy Or Obvigyg Teasons inces. al
.Strat-‘“ C ivi'-;ions of the prO‘;O its pop
" of Seatg o1 each Correspond
[383]
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72 ANNALS OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY.
th
mg;%};zrtoateﬂ;blish the most just equality: There wa:.'
SEntative; o EIE: guiset, oue district electing szven fePfhe
rest with (')nni electing six, two with four deputi€s an

The first S three. N
system t:’o}:mlportz:mt modification of the origiﬂﬂl decfto:he
events Whiclf ace in 1848. Belgium felt the shoC - rose
among the n C?nVUISGd France, and some ag]tatloiiberﬂl
party had [iasses of the people in the cities. he s
program , 1';1:846-' been organized and bad fon'nultf; s
% sevalifion i:: wisdom of.King Leopold L. led' 11111: s
Philippe of F not opposing, like his father-in18W! " jgar
spirit. An rance, an obstinate resistance to the it ment
uniformly f electoral law diminished the % feq: plishe
by the Cono I; all‘ the country to the minimwl €7 4 pave
been imPOS;};tutM’)n. To have gone further ¥
CMmmw;bwﬂwnmwmmdumwmmwozw&
of the two ceh effected by a majority of two- _
the leaders Ofamben.;. There were none, ™ r b est?
ment of uniy the Liberal party to demm.ld td ” Fr
The new elecfgsal suffrage recently proclalme
l’f'isted upon t}zzl :‘SYStem favored the 1.iberd . as5€5 i
cities and in th support of the w_ell-tO-CO by 3
man who e manufacturing region” - edit 2 4
larger Sphevomd have acquitted himsel in®
i power fr;e of action, M. Frére-Orba the PP Cas e o
in 186, m 1857 to 1870. Free trade, "_Vhlc -y B E ”
merce t'hiavg a tremendous stimulus I e i
diStTi(;ts W?l Increasing  the population m 49, aﬂd 1
increasing u:e the Iiberals had the mzftlfhe citie” (0%
Catholie min.wen'to'do bowrgeoisic class O~ aﬁmfﬁ“iﬂ oV
1870 to 18~8 IStry‘. which was at the
to exist, ’ 21.1 :dWas in the words of its chieb, rﬂﬂ’eﬂ
i Ffére.orlbapassed over the reins © o ,ag"'
o Ting a) u?-f,r‘.’m 1878 to 1884-

W Temaineq blb Cimethe fundamf:ntﬂl

Y necessity {mmutablé
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Stron

g ellou

const; gh t , .

Onstitution 00 dream of undertaking a revision of the
n the other hand, the conflicts of the two

AS a Change Of

arge X
: E‘V I\J'artles became more and
Parl; otes in 4 et and more acute.
rllanlentar o istrict sufficed to capture from eight to ten
on}’eﬂ“mexzt 3]1]:'102;:5. on which depended the fate of the
b, ct of such cah Ithe Pa.rty,.thc electoral body \‘Vas the
iVi..periodS havy als and' intrigues, as few countries and
of Slong Where ¢ ? furnished a parallel. Tht_arfa were
anq -€ voterg, T; ery candidate madea personal v151_t_to all
4 l.egitinlate 1e pressure of influences both %eg‘ltlmate
1ll'clravlll:f.ation o C“’as exercised in a shameful fashion. The
intgp; CUS- Th Sesilibtemssail of political associations was
B ‘Bence Wer. ¢ efforts and resources of an extraordinary
Ore each ¢ spent in tricks and in frauds. ;
becan ein depennPOrtant election, laws were enactn?hi :;13
Vide increaSilndencg and the seCrecy.of the ballo]t, : o
the at the } 'gly rigorous. Thus, 11 1877, & :’“ P
B .© ballots should not be printed por written by

receiv T Singe ¢ . . . the voter
1at time in each voting place i
with 2 P‘*’-“C11 =

Poj,,, > a1
nt 1 offic;
. la ¢ial ballot on which he marks
Sola¢ eachnk Within a black square. The vote 18 Pre”
. ate rots _
or’gin = vot‘Otmg place behind wo
t °r.  Thus no external mar

III.

" : rht
Ong 3{1}? Liberal ministry (1884) ha_d been brovg
hSiof t @ er thi]lgs by diSSEﬂSfOIIS w lCh a ded »

3 On o barty by the extremists who deman -
lreQ @ntered 1€ right of suff When the Copservative
e ate. sy Jectora question had
other factor arost 0
jons of the two par-

ded for power: 1n

h soon united i
dustrial di

rose i1 the

e

8] B Bt
le ’ WQ. sid Sed.  But very soon a8
& 8 thh erab]y t1 y: s
ltsl the up tq 1e respective posit
ab“rl or that time had cont¢”
“Agueg Sarty was founded, WhiC
Pread throughout the i

[385]

strict,



Guest
Rectangle


74 ANN
NALS OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY.

and

V'OOrS;fz?(él:;i power.flll co-operative bakerich: like the

i G386, <brik , growing ?mmhers of the \\'qu111g1}le{’:n1

and “e%s;itati oA aCCO‘}‘Pﬂnltd by rioting and mcendmrm'b,—
ng the intervention of armed force contr!

bring the social question to the attention o
) Beer-

politicia )

naert I;S' The chief of the Catholic Cabineh M. BE"
Teg 1, 'POP.Osed, at that time, a certain number of 18%
regulating industri . ; ; mod-
strial enterprises which, though very o the

1eiT SPenG .
ir scope, are important because they opene

€r .
ulfdeiit;izofh l,fgislation in Belgium. One willlr:giﬂ}i
cacious as theai ;hcst concessions became l_Css ﬂu.(l & sup”
porting and c;\_n uence O‘f the Labor party increased- ‘anced
Liberal party :E exceding the demands © 3 e
?‘v‘id&nt that ,a dey demanded universal suff.mge.coum i
‘Onger maintain t}jy \"(‘)Ul.d -cornc e R o) :
116,000 citizens, e restriction of the elector?
each electig:;;

new a °
to owe

As the .
a3 intern;at;ﬁ; If_lajoﬂty was reinforeed at
party Iendered tllllblons and the advice of
‘mprobable, M Be return of the Liberal Pﬁftyout
tound reform of cernaest resolved to brite a?l a5
should extort it the suffrage system befor€ _de
that revision it by force. He had the cl
dedaration i ?f the constitution was
In those whil(};i\ olved the dissolution of the
2 few votes o ;were elected in 1392, the g
thirds nece_s-n y to have, unsupported, the nmIOt was u
W th&refoi.ary to adopt the new articles: e i )
Votes for th e, at whatever price, 0 gain " igio? )
aborigug ‘l}ﬂans of the govermnent-
el baSc:'d i t first the government pI’OPU‘
pon the occupation of a dwcmug Oto thé

value
- 1% Whigl i
1 ch was !
s very low, and somewhat.‘gk on 1€ e
Or on the I er e3P,
ments, ap , eft a sufficient support: After
greement was reached 1;)(3,1’.\?\"3611

[386]
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of th
€ Right
a1 X
rule Proposed t])d the advanced section of the Left, o
Wecame lates Miu)‘ tI\I. Nyssens, a Catholic deputv’ \:] hz
as t 1ster . i W
¥ he plural vote of Industry andof Labor.  That rule
YGr}‘ B . .
tO . e]gla c
tiovote Without“ of t‘wenty-ﬁve years of age has the right
L In thye fcondmon of taxation, property, or ecinza-
S far the system is universal suffrage, but to

ate lt .
, 1t 1g 2 . y
is provided that certaln classes of the citi-
votes. One

ZenS Sholll
Supplemenfaf?sscss une or two supplementary
ez-crs of age 51:'?te 15 given to those, who, being thirty-five
i endauts)’:1 ¢ married (or widowers having legitimate
‘e_es’ and o {111(11 pa?'i“g to the state atleast five francs
sup pI‘ODrietors Oofbe who, being t\\’EHt)’-ﬁve years of age, are
ﬁvep “Mentary + a small real or personal prop.erty‘ Two
instryears of g ?tes are givento citizens who,being twen.ty‘
Whi etion o fiﬁ}‘ have received the diplomas of superior
8ive Implieg 5, ill a public office or @ private profession,
fathél M the il;.n- education corresponding t0 that which 18
have TS g fami]!?tltutlo”s of secondary education. Thus .the
Vtg o i electloes' proprietors, educated classes and officials
Dflyg Clgiun fal power doubled of tripled. The plural
hag ;1€ of ¢ 1 attempts, therefore, to grade the electoral
A;n ¢ m;Ch citizen according to the interest which he
hg; the g5y, Mtenance of order.
leight of g Vle .tlme the right of sufirage \as rais
- % itable f ion s 1 at'tutionr
Oyer. Y With anction: the constitt™
eey; » but Wh_the threat of penalti€s whic ;
e hu‘lch have in fact show? hemeiéri-‘Sf t(:n e
ax- S the electoral body passed rapidly fromt 4
Daggeq 2000 Paying hasis to a generd jural vote- FroI.n
voteg n 18 Voters of which it was composed in 1892, 1t
g 1594 to nearly 1,200,000, €2 ing in all 1,800,000
1ta‘tig11 Qreform attained i,ts end in 8O far as the popu-
“ased for several years

ed to the
endered it
are light
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IV.
The first ef 151 .. tion was the
Be first effect of the revision of the constitution
il?;“hllatmn from the parliamentary point of view_O g
iberal party. In the chambers elected in 1894 as in 159
:nd 1898, the great party of M. Frére-Orban was T
I?-;]mOSt nothing. In the senate alone a group 0
L{ erals, counting among them able leaders, defen i
i:lfberal opinions with much ability, but with little _1)1'-’=‘_ft-'1'r i
€lfect—the higher chamber where the Catholic lﬂajorls' no
ElOTfEOver, always more docile and more homogcueout c:
av : e
thmng the habit of modifying laws which have been ¥ Osi\' 5
ei&hchamber of representatives, In the latteh the L b
101g t representatives who called themselves leeraic
< 7
m;gcd a.lmc-’St exclusively to the advanced group, w STty
0 nt}{l districts had made alliances with the Labor the
e z.lt the opposition was in reality conduct€
SOCIahStS‘ thc
The g s of B
Labl(;le second effect of the revision was the 511(:-(:85; arli?”
mentr barty and the entrance of the socialists 111 jle Vs
. Conducted by able chiefs, such a8 B ¢ the
derveld s, ¢ s T
parliz e able to make from 1 anda
f ament the most active and effective PTOPag 8) 2l
avor of their id " . e [896'189. (e
demonstrat €as. Hach partial electionl ion o b
: . s . - s1
industri ated the solidification of their POS" he 0P .
ustrial regij . . e tllﬁt i
siti €gions.  One can readily concelve 2 ad i
on Of thirt 120 loﬂge forﬂje

same ch Ve erialists O
days, aracter as that of the Iiberal mdu-‘-:'ﬂ’la1 5 di‘?l’]a ia)

at the ;E;begin with, the centre of actiVittY ‘.vﬂ.rrhe sfroﬁt
question ine t'“’_‘e as the interests repreS_eﬂ - ook thes w55
rank, g, a;ll its forms and on all occaswl;:e g aker 0f
very diffe ally the tone and attitude of !
Tent—more frequent violence o

bruta] :
al int

CIruptj ne
the sessiong Ptions, and a coarser eloqu€

ded with

y Labor representatives

hough :
& Bre violent, the oppositio?
[388]
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any )
t i)rdl:c;e tehie(‘:.th;e' fo; the-CathoIic majgrity ol?taizled two-
N acquireq Oi::-h, a formidable p'ropo.rtloutwh_;chBh?d‘ st
ut thig Numerjc; 1111;1”3" ysars b}dagjjnpi.re:k;gss egSI'um,
fevision o al force itself ended " ;flce

Ve since | » Contradictory tendencies ap%); o ":V hich
emocratic Jf?c:ome more and more. acu.te. 'e .lr;btu?n_‘,
at Variance I)*_lrt)' was founded, wInd% in many P:m-ti Za&
ialistg With the governmentand in agreemen_m e

> A certain number of Catholics, relying upon

e €n . ”
Cyelj . (m, consid-
red ; cal of Pope ILeo XIII. Rerum novari ’to have

greater sSsential to the salvation of their party :
th SOQFOPtaCt with the laboring classes and not to leave kc.
They llallsts the monopoly of the defence of the ‘:;?,-
bay ola ¥€ borrowed their methods from the LabeI;l ;J ¥,
neee it fhded Co-operative societies and trade uj.:ul(: ﬁl.]d o
q D bqi_’ thQ}.. h:u-e given voice to demands whlcd hOIders
in‘ lon among the conservatives, thelarge land-
i UStyriag- o
lnaJOrity rialists who form the bulk of the g
ng beforé the

tation, at

he t . .
parli h]rd effect of the revision was to bri
1t had

to .. Mep
10 div; elttl the question of proportional represet!
Q?ng Cen '¢ Catholic majority on that qu?snomAn asso-
heati()n fo % question for discussion in Belgiuth leye had
then mllnded in 1871, of which M. Emile de Lav?c way to
111: repres:mtber: had devoted itself in an a;aj Zne]bates and
ny n ation £ « aps an
Qg ex " Of minorities. i abotit
r Per ; . ing .
Qem 1111&11‘[3, it had contrive 10U and sim-

pIQ n .

éorln aamong its adherents on a m‘c’;e}, of Ghent, M.
. o . :

Hgn 4 professor of the Unﬂe;'i e points; to

T , : : .
S so Whose program cousiste 4 all party spirit,

ar gq { ..

Mo ‘o ”r as possible, and bey Oﬂatf}’ the supervision
te s UNLTY y

irr 4L majority of the ;‘; uof all serious groups

. umber of

Z >
Dolif-e e é‘ct: ‘€S, and exqer represent®
uleal lea;al body. TLittle by littl.
K then, SIS of all parties subsct debates on the
Beernaert. During the
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tiOn
to
T
g i prepare
1he revision b .th(“' way for prop
ele eing ac i ortioln
Thctoral law whi tl’ accepted, it was 11L~l“
m e government ch would dctermi; :}thary -
ay be propos 1 the mod¢
g 5e ¢
S“ghtesipem“tted t}) l)ﬁcll_ Pl’oportional TCPTC%entation
: 2 (: AT . Lo .
at the 1 the sincerity of ieve, without diminishing in
naert h )ase of proporti the sentiments of i 41 0'1
meat ad at that til ortional reprcscutqitioujut:_lm' -:\
nun”‘)f3 of assurine ne a very clear idea tllq;; e Bt 2
Jowe a that1l was
e lair of ye&rsb If\“cr to the Catholic opinions - _ g lovs
Q o $ q 207 .
sal of %;:stmaJOTitieg ar.‘aagdcaous statesman e k ew that
imp . Beern s are not the mos : op"
ort aert was nost solid. prol
patibleaht' group of hi‘jah attacked with such VigOI'
his Dﬁi:rlth fiia dicrn:"town party, that he deeme " 1nco”
mained ic;a f(1894)- oTlhy to remain in power and resig
orce for the (13(3 I-H?Jorit}’ systet, ¢perefor® e
g1s ative él .
Jecti101l
estion arose f pring

But i
in the
fOHOWing year o
1€ qu
mony

the
electi
on

new Of
reforms, in‘?ommu“al Council 1 1

- il in har

duced by the P—
(S COIlStltuthll, the
- aCCe
/ﬂﬁ

Of p
DTOporti
lonal
re
presentatiou Succeeded iIl haVl
e systé

ex :
3 ot,
adv a partial a gl
pplication of th
consistS o
.Oﬂtro

that anta
wh ge of
Votes t{?: 4 party dt;]e Catholic party”
pol’ti' seats es not obtain a1-
applizza.tely to thage distributed amoln; al
it e D 0B respective numb cheir VO 5
t aS, has pl"()pOrtiOn er 0 1€ . B
‘Omeq the had the al r'3Pre5entaticm, frag acC
1t had ¢ Public to gr'eatefst importance
What COOnSldered see in actual operatio® a ste”
I.)ro"isior:ditions itsc: complicated. It pas als° sho¥
i 1 'a
fiCorpor S of the C n operate wit N[arl)f beeﬂ
ated in th ommunal electoral
e new legislative elector? JaW (F 2
> erieﬂc
rits

Provi
1sio
n 1
nr
e
gard to the :
quorum) pecats®
ta!
[ the tot?

psold

1
A
ball Provisj
ot3 shogpa .
ould at y
be disréﬂess a party c .
garded in dista?:) 2 pfescribed fractio? e
ributing the geats:
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Sho
“rn Lh .
Public gpy s
A va
ShDullol)lmou with "tag.t"b' It has, moreover, familiar
. a}( be represe fhe.ldea that it is right th’at g
iR o q_n nted in the deliberating bodyeaChdparty
4 numerous jori  aud that
s majority, obedient in "
¥, all point
s

O the
dir
ecti
on of
t}l - l 1
e executive power, 1 i f
, 1s not 1in itsel
an

Obgt
£ aClet
0a o
‘-::00(1 : - .
administration. Without doubt the g
ov-

Crn
Ment
€ach of th
¢ laroe cjt;
g :SJOut 011c-t11: ;glt citjes—mvhere the three parties fo
‘ o rm
: formel'lx- butof the Communal Council—is not so
all of its actions are supervised and

SQru
ting

Whj zed by 3t

c yn as

b the Publi;];?ntles with which one has to reckon—of
least has nothing to complain.

to be ¢ V.
ores i

seen that sooner Or later this reform
At

S fr
om t]
1e 3 3 . :
local to the legislative elections.
ever, it was not an

ed the reform
led the vat,
ense came
t encouil-
t on the
neans

LY Wag
s a
the 14 a
e S
3 Cle
fs, ok
u Ons
UDU:" ut ox?eoff 1896 and 1898, how
. afte ’
?Hd the Sl I)rOgr[f:r another all parties inscrib
trohl r'st prodn'- The Progressist party
i:ir?d O}lel: Thepomtlon in parliament in this s
Ofslstau:tlhate adlfloderate Liberal party, where 1
g Teay; ®of the ger""‘}fiES, Anished by accepting i
e be of ;l}atjng i lemish Liberals, who saw it itat
‘?011.1_ Letory v " political life in Flanders, where theé
b teq . Numpe as completely lost unde jori
a!-t eSol W r Of Co . . *atd
% Utiong jp, : nservative Catholic agsociat1on’s had
in its favor. tic-Christianl

of, ” W
a

1_ Qre (l 5 eve
rdent in its favor;

Dlac' TheeLPOSSibilit ]
¢ Unjy, abor Part} of a separate and independer
ity o ersal gy y finally, although demandingmthe first
‘Oleft i all Vote rage pure and simple (that is to say, the
o 8011: ag S Mempa rs and the abolitiont © the plural votes),
'Ii:lalj&;t? demanrs fre‘? to vote for proportional represen-
‘?Qverc deputieSO‘iJuStiCE, although a certain number
: ere entirely hosti i
er than of . " d in thfa domlain of
necessit1€s, especially 1
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rought it

eyes of the Catholi
e Catholic party. Two circumstances b
the one

to ; .
hat:!(]; f;zta[l)lliace in the concerns of the majority: o1
Socialist o 3!1‘1c.e of the electoral forces of the L1
election Ofpll)?»ltu?n; on tl}e o_ther hand, the ou
population a):iz in tl:c districts with a very cons
which cont’roliecilg]m.lers that of BIruSsE
S arge number of seats. _ | party
had deﬁnitef-on-e frequently heard that the Ll.befa e
contrived t v disappeared. The fa® is that It ties) 2
delegation 0 t’:lect: at least in the chamber of depuiﬂ che
country };\‘:porno“al to the number of its mem ek ected:
in the e-lect- at number, however, wWas 1ot to be ¢ s to?
el of 1ons of ;896 and 1898 it was 385,00 o pe
exPlained:,SOO'OOO' How could this diSpl.‘Oporule. In
the greater By the simple play of the major’y 1:eLibef31
party conte Pjrt of _the districts, where former_ly W ﬁan'
itself at 11“(;(1 with the Clericals for the victorys tbollc
party andPI;ﬁent ?Ppoz-zed by two advcrsariesf the 4 atioﬂf’
and its ide: Socialists, equally distant from 1ts © tain®
the first elect?o If an absolute majority ** "o only the . .
candidates h Ule: B BRGOIG takes place wher q for- The
Liberal par ‘avmg the most votes canl be oL refore, th,
alternatilz;eit}f’ numerically the weakest hats - The aftr),
divided, it of voting for Catholic 0f gocialists for th 2
mer, an,d tshmore conservative members Vouﬂil bo
there were i advanced for the latteT " e
alloweq th no Liberals elected. TDU% 1,-’che LA ep
except to ; expression, nothing remained 0
is Situ;:t-oose the sauce with which 1.:118Y g cattse '
o igat()r 10n was all the more irritatmg be-cipat w2
preparatiﬁu"Ote they were obliged to par‘:; red 8
un“‘?‘upportablolf the sauce. At l1ast i apprent 0% a5 i
Ccame man'E;" 1'\1:1 extremely lively € ! grtyi‘ﬂida lﬂ
tholic Parlt es-t in the midst of the .Ll ¢ 4
than the i:lm power seemed infinit
party in the oppositioﬂ.
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zgn‘;‘?;;‘ie, however- reluctantly, to vote for the opposition
Mitteq €. Treaties of alliance.were formed, A com-
calleq Hiompos?d of moderate Liberals and Progressists,
Senery) Q.Alllance,” proclaimed that suclf Sho?lgh'bi‘ the
ruSSelsPOhCY to be adopted. One of the L;{bera ali?ai::
With ¢ dEC.lared that he would rather G 2
¢ devil than to vote for the Catholics.

a5 sre Was nothing in this attitude to disconcert thebgo_‘"
A It anq the majority, had they been certain to obtain
fope. Tament , representation adequate to their electoral
11-1 the Country, “Phis danger of coalition of tl}e OPILO‘

S norn]al in a parliamentary régime. But glve;: :‘0:

SYstem of voting, it would have been e?ou‘g to
Oalition to succeed’in one or two large dIStrthttf) a
Itlillm:-it ¢ formidable majority of the gov rem?]]ceen elects
eightee Y- The district of Brussels, for insta d;SPIace-
Weny 0 j r.epresmtatives, and a change means a the seats
attribut Tty-six votes in the chamber. And, aSh consti-
tutio ¢d to €ach district must be, according to ¢ ‘e uld
Only ’propoftional o thelr popu]&tion, this situation C(;Hy
faithf Tow WOrse, as the aoricultural distrif:ts, genzi'uch
I?SS Tan: O the Catholjes seebtheil‘ POPU‘Iationmcreetse large
QltieS- Pidly than the uriJan districts, Particulaﬂ)’ - ives
:II the SeA > On the other hand, the majority S}:::;;rigt}' of
Otes ats to the party which has the abSOlut;ow the otit-
None tq the minority, one cat Se*‘i‘] ow, in short,
Dr POwey 1€ elections wag uncertain 32 Catholics was

Ogy, s 1S, pha”iamentary majority Offc:nfl was at length
Sinee Uizeq ¥ us, the necessity for ¢ s it had beenlong
Qlth by the the Right as unanimously ;ut if the existing
Q&rg Ora) s eft for different motives- d. there was 1o
ert.leht SZET "as universally COIlde?tne :&s the danger
1 0 w ce 1t : y
dﬁgan ::)t re large gisttrisftc;m: ;:ftlaof the Catl.:loh_(;ulr);zél,:

e POSe simpy 10 3y e them; Sistrict, Bt

Y the division of the Brussels
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fhe argument
other
future

S.

ho‘
¥ CO
uld .
whi this limi
di“:c'h were gOOdlllmtatiOu be i
ST . us .
si*nillCts' Furthe against Brussil stifiec?
aqnuar srmore. 1 sels were g
Where C?usﬁs would 11‘(_, it was puCci\—L i:(z!od
. IS e 2 ( -
e oot ad to a like situati at in (02
b IH al lc . by . 10 . i
energy tl The OPI)O-{ .}JL’ drawn betw n i other plﬂce
deprived e arbitrar sition denounc ;Lcn large 4% all
3 r '\c( '.
1toftheoslcha“ﬂicrof Hf.\‘”h the &
y chance it had f propositioth
£ o overcome the

istry.
£ was resolved

ngainst

TO avoid

to take the re
tric:-»;.a: step forif;:sch of being arbit :
Ea"(’f‘:);tem' The Caa”d 'iirol)(;,;c thf.rf:ir;i)li f
each di\-is-u appol'tion:”palgn was OPL'llud liilOilhO \ress in
seats va 1(_)11. Inste nent which ld , the } 10
should 1\l’yhlg foe s ad of 41 districts L ges
rlfiinta{ii; o electOral1 5?\ 18, it xx-asb|1:£;11}:):c:f t
t;Qe{{i;]’;Eapers?:j;des CCrt;:II?:‘J“:;::I:_"l:l f-;cn-diuf_"" a 51115'191;3(;
= Jtesgntt o— tlfxirted this plan. L 1: :: t ln‘:ct fui;:d ot
only in lqatlon' The Left by the adhcren: : ;l 3:0 or)i 1
Ef Scatsctrfe distriCtgla.tt“r, in fact, f”ive:c:ui abjlge B
O;g;.e been at:? (}istrii];‘tzgm tl}erc; is ? Co:.mi orable pui ¥
theyoi;dvax.]t'age12?“fh0rab1é Ogijcf;“;g;e_v?te gtent * {')11‘1116
L =e single vote 5\'%tetllfbxs:16

eater chance Of- -electingg- its dher

is ﬂd‘m“

thr
ouch
5 local
and
personal influences put (his
Jpjott b Pf(_)P
grtlfvﬂ'

give onl
puil er of

was
. Offe
tiOn red j
al re 1 an
of prese . uch m
1eat§e latter tgtgtlon. It ire complete ashio |
: to e ras not diffi o the " ut
18, to r_esults eVen]OnStraie that the q'cuo.te Ate Plag 1111th
thery §a1n a maj 1 more unjus SHsT. a1 th?
el 1ore, it ajority of just that the d1° Fuf’
ec:tiﬁhs’b was re of seats to a lninority of votef" 0 ot
questiong Yy giving iPrOached with degra - ¢he 16‘7310051
B TX each d . e {0
istrict @ prep01 deraﬂc
&
g g¥
lil’;e thﬂaw‘

rth
agaj erm
th ) the.
(3] se i
rocks by PrOJECts were .‘jhatteff‘«‘d :
an unsurmount? ‘ectiog'
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could the “cutting up’’ of the districts be effected in an
?fillitaljlc fashion, that is to say, without party considera-
tiong The adherents of the measure were challenged to
Prodyce an electorgl geography which should satisfy every-
ody, =

tinf: anitk‘ of this, however, the system_ :ﬁﬂesziieaég(ﬁ?
and j Lot + Obtain the assent of the ma]obex_‘s of the cabi-
et j 18 82id of the crown, when two mem one of whom
Wag 1 3\'01? of proportional r EfPrcsentatlo;-’mcztiox1 of the
L‘ahin@tle Prime Minister, retired. The ;bom who had
ten devolveq upon M. Van del-l PE;T an a’dmiuistra-
tor ¢p Or_ﬁfm“” Years Minister of Ra,]r}oa 521116 time a man
of thf:g‘lt' “apacity. But he was ﬂtt t[z)Zaring brusqueness
Owarg rdinary obstinacy and of over | defects were not
Wit 'S adversarjes. These persond: ts. as they con-
trihu 15 mﬂl!encc upon the court?e_of e?i{”e' ,uhdertook to
@stablis o “Xasperate the opposition.

o rote
Slno‘le VO
; 18 i . . 1po1l the sing
8 Stey, qlllal()rlty for a project based up

k, during which

the I)o‘ he legotiations lasted for a “iee anxiety. It
Toe 1t} . ils iith an ,
l‘~Sult cleal World was convulsed w It was 1ecessars to

Cc . -
Qome o m Ilothmg but a compromise. 2 i
< ar ; r

re&eutatj ! Agreement of the adherents of P

Oon
011 *

rtional T€P"

. ¢py presented
the ministry PT¢

B fafin . o
to the ., Mneteenyy, of April, 1899, the ™ actual districts
]‘"'ere S| “Miber gy, electoral law in which thi'ou was estab-
Ish allltaine Sravartional representatt east six
re. o, d. Proportional rep h elected at1

ut i . o
only fo, those districts whic

I‘QS
Oh,,. Qlltati : ' ok 1 t .
it Vioyg, T .AVes. e practical result peral the major

thy " the 5 ¢ Catholic party ha J the preservation of
S E . :
ty % Seqtg nal districts, was aSSlffe lioed its adversar.les
: " Ut on the contrary, it abls hsolute majority
Vo o Chance of obtaining th® % large districts,
“Stapy; 20 cong ) [ the seats 11 % ich the
¢ ablishiu sequently al tribution 11 which

Hes & pr i distr seats.
¢ e\,;:; oulg Cef‘taoil:lcl)mo:ii a certain numbefr oli T hle

T

e i0justice ofythge project aroused a 10
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he country:

to reject it.
ch the

resista
nce ;
The . wh]_ h
L ch was
The c(l)berals:' Prograb .OrganiZed th
gover ncentration eislsts atid Sori ;0t1g110Ut t
. nm 0 a 1S ‘.. .
nimity aent sought to the opposition t;futhd
In th:dhcompletm avoid was acco fOYCeg Whi
€ss. ’ mp ished .
means chamber she with
a vo the e .

;tlat it woult:; upon the Il;tlre Left resolved to l
i . w. r ¢
thlmpossible not discuss tl It announced tp event ™ -
: PR— for ihe Ch‘ 1e project and O the Illlllistry
tion com nt for openin amber to deliber tthat it wou make

F
not beinmeDCed_ Th: the discussion ;, < In fact: whett
soon as ag sufficient, th retreat in a bod 1'1\-@ d the Obstruc«
the b&atinspeaker Of,th =4 had recours Y o the OPPOS A
e Ri e to s ; g
g of desks ov Right attempte % s disorder b
erpowered his vOi Obpeai{' Csles-’ 1is
ice. 18 ocid 7
ampet?

una-

tic deput;
horns puties ever
, et 1 b
;Oresee ssh £ the;m;ght musical ins
i ch a case el o wed OF :atruments, tr
e deafeni , these pro : of the chamber no*
ing turmoil ceedings Were permitte . yot
il of the Labor deputie® st gl‘“‘d
. r 3 ﬂnd

with

th

Belgi € pati

gium’ lence

s : a

. At the SParllamen:dh the obstinacy of tl jers

:-trations u;me time thad never seen such lae 5’1;: cle |

1c 1ti . 3 i y

ularly thosclangfcui"'eni :trc(;elts began to agitslx)te. Demou
e o —borers filled the 2 gets) P2

capltal_ In ordcr (;d th(—. 5E;i11 O,rdf)h

the .
minis
try b
rou
ght from tl o matt!
1e province huudreds of ﬂlounte
§ t11653

ity ©
tality ot

polic

e,

Euardi Itwas

an i

ﬂic 1ans of irre

ts publi parable f

oC 1C 0 ault. T}.

TeE exa-‘ipemted thtee }Lruulatim"
Y pThe simati"”
Iutioﬂ'

ecame Cul‘red' 1
he Z?i Si?ri()ug :Eoé'ShOtS, and injuries
%0d, an Nistry hesi russels that it was alled a el
suhstitut_d aIlrv:n1n¢5’1tated to maint in e . Sbeddiug
1on for it Oefd the withdrawz?lucl)f O'It.('erro.e(:t ﬂﬂd thf
a project generali'/i:l; the apP [
ing ©entif® ¢

0
T
¢ P OPortiona]
representati
on throughout
ar exC1 dell
gt ,d
1l

the .r()m
Sign one d
e a]. aY t
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inet w;t;e nlinlstryd‘i?utles ceas M'a ues, de
utesie iy ith two of I . P
s place, jrecte by
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Naey
thee;re;feg:‘?;nlt&l on the eighth of August in the chamber
1805 11ch became the electoral law of December 29,
itr:’as. not without
the re;l;;:"; te’ maj'ority in the chamber. :
gave _;‘ €re in fact numerous and resolute on the Right
Toportigy.. * [erTible battle. They lost less because the
% Were]al Tepresentation gained in adherfex1ts than because
IStip Unable to devise a system of voting to replace the
§ System witn which al! were discontented. On the
) 1e_ governmental project had an unfortunate re:sult:
be ¢ - d]bemls' convinced proportionalists, 'believed it 1to
onaIUty to vote for the law which established hoﬂe;‘;y
SOCialist‘]y a reform inscribed upon their prograit. .
tog S on “the ety ary, even the proportionahsts, only
acr:-o S€€ a concentration of the OPPOSition’ . 1(:1]12
v at:;mSt the law, but claimed that th_e engageﬂt M
L 7 g e i £
the:lIl gt‘oup ? Oc-)m’ coustrained them to. 0 nd it was
Teg OQCaSiono Liberals shared these notions, als Asa
Do A, the ©f most regretable personal quarre d Pro-
oy onap; MW law was voted by 65 Catholics a7 isalists
1q Liber:: Liberals, against 35 Catholics and 28 Soc

difficulty that the ministry obtained
The adversaries of

VII.
ew electoral 1aw

s to the princi-

tation.
at it rests upon

. Beg

1t s Ore e .
Dlg Cemg 5 i"maming the workings of the ™
nq ap l'lsable to meet certain objectio!
1€ oo Sation of proportional represe”

theQ Jee 5
All OI]qu]- 10n jg made in the first Place th
n on is g . i it
‘thﬁ ; lkllle Ql:tize;};O;;;‘;seTh; ele;:z;sjltlil tg}f]e the bEStequiI?ped
thé Uw, ‘Ctiong i, qu estiz] OmThe umber of vOjCes f)bt.amed
Wisy of 11 SR regarded <.3ve rywhere a8 the zvzdz-caz'zm of
€lectors to consider one of the candidates as
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mittj . Pro ! in o ases a plt oo
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th mber of vo cction of a epresentation solute majority '
“.c election tes than 'mh candidate “‘11; e, in P
OfJuSt.’-‘ To :al It will n other, mistaka-) obtains 2 gmaller
th proportior s It ic;‘() longer be N fh“ very nature ¢
e electi e tade ‘ery p )e, as has been © ‘e
choi ction, bt _CprQScntqi_IrOpCr]y Ttplje‘ cen claime
; ice, but 1t 1 the ion rests n d that ‘Lhejustice
or the pe a choice OfOI)jCCt of the dm upon the pature ©
¢ -ople repre Jecti ‘o i
follcern h ple to decid epresentalives 1011 .Thxs js als0 @
elllhctions Q;u, the pe e themselve all e e iIl’POSSible
. 0 0 5 & : i
ection sho decidin p.le delegate : th s whicl
igtraph, the uld nlakcg;} in their na " Tt':prcscnm jves 7
- . ; ame : :
obthe case Lpre-‘iclltatim parliament 1? o necess o
n t;,llnS all ;;hell the 1017‘ of the bod so i © phot
d‘;tmns of d_‘-‘- seats alizﬁjoritv (e hyl(f)f clectors: But 15
stri istrs A ™ a J )
n-itlzlbutiojl ;trlbutix;e : the minority 1o ph?:b o) o vom‘i
znas' o 'chef seats p justice, on the © i B 1;:’6
jority electors roportior ontrary, quir?
party ISYStem ors, that i 1al to the -
whi S stos
lich has hould alwao say, parties-
VS Ty
the most {.;gne the m?a
es! But the €O jtrary

quen
tl
¥ occu
rs
. Pr
oporti
portionalism only o
, only, :15.‘-3111’65
sgrot) est
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i o e
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that i
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ot be €
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cts it
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olicg objection zfcontrol or
+ B s . -
Dest, th;,Dach part another ki;ﬁermmon ©
the try at it is ] y believes o Was devel
eaten th shall t]? truth i necessarily
. r = “a
by its adlumph' but {lCh P.arty asp
versaries l\liat 1t Sha]} 11
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trui/'i. it
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Pe s to
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is::tlzfan -«mach_ronism and a nox.zsense? .It 15 the pecuiiz.zr
Narrgy, I OI_)Or‘tmnal representation that it rises above t.hlS
the z‘lnd limited point of view. Th.e 0f11y truths wh_lch
trUth‘sanous barties proclaim are subjective and relat:;w_e
gaiy, -b, and. Dot absolute verities. ;\Iqreover, trutl‘1 carf only

¥ being subjected to contradiction and to discussion.

TOportj ! iolently attacked ‘‘be-
Onal representation was violently
1 S i ' We must

Cayge . : i

ung t rendereq 4 government impossible. e

o “Tstang here “party government.’’ In fact, by giving
fach 15, e s . it only dimin-

: Minority jte iate influence, 1t 0

She YV 1ts appropriat ¢ doesaway

.5 that of the majority. Sometimes, indeed, I

N Majority ;\'llex; the majority systeml wnt be car-

Tig 52y Ita Preponderance. H‘?W can go’\ rerH:;‘; to intro-

ln.face of strong minorities, always 1€ ds to the

QoahtiOHS? Furthermore, the systeém .t.eﬂ isl,l giving

2 Sbeciy o i Vision of partics. It incites S the smallest
Tq a “Xlistence to the various groups, €Vell

S jon
. i 1 reprebentatl
i T ic portiona ,
Voo as replied that pro : i
IS : are of influence wh

T Ves to . '
T e
the a‘!Ority, it;b“riu ha.ve it much more SHI’EI.}’ té]a:sﬂ;mt
Obtai -]Orjty régime_ If, on the contrary, ]f.’t d(;es not
Inajorit}’ of the seats, it is ber:'ause L -+ case it
WOUId t e lnaj()ritv of the votes, and 11 S;‘Le Cohesive
()FQQ o € l.lllj ust tq gl-V-e it the preponderaﬂce' eﬂtafion i
iarliam; party does not depend upon its. repr e; * pdivision
J%Drodu%’ I_Ut on its internal cc.mstxt;*:glz party has 10
er the 3. n. all systems of voting W

ould have

.+ doctrines, or
1S¢iplj ictions of 18 nts
Ine, or the convi hich it represents,

N PTopriety of the interests zv doubt, under pro-
C P :thott =

Whj,., al Or its leaders, Wit rty politics

i hleh I'E‘:p Tesentation the heyday of that pfl iésil like

Usistg In ruling with violence and cyn " ,have

-QDDea Jtors wWho c% Vh the vanquished, Wi lar

5 ' o
s th;f - but g wlji';l regret it It 1 @ bu']cz"clion
WS Who. Benromch ;roportioﬂal represen
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g;tj};r;:::j?”dmg parties, also accuse it of rendt'zri'ﬂg the
The fact 1 nl'lmIJtable of ‘‘stereotyping’’ them, as it is S'&;d'
since the 'L’]t 1t bﬂ}.Sq}le changes will be less t0 be f-earthé
majority S?Tge variations in the number of votes 11 ot
believin _t35t€m are abolished. But is that 2 reasontest
will be il t’;;) be the death of all political life? The C.OH 5
which :1 n the contrary, more intense for those seats UP°
epends the fate of the party in power:

VI1I,
The mechan; : e
natur:;]cchamsm of the legislative elections 1 Belg‘lli)lll; to
&) 1 i .1
Y somewhat complicated. It 15 o PObst cor”

€xplain it here ; .
i ke Ef’re in all its details, ‘Thus the 8763 & 10
avoid h i _arlses from the fact that with 8 ty fo
example};et;lecnons (in case of the death of a depig{ime
. 3 1
With the j ¢ law provides for the election at the 52 an only
take the Incumbents, of alternate candidates who, patio”
I shall Orﬂl-f:ce of the former in case of death or zes
he o 1t all reference to those alternateS . ., he fol”
lowing Perations of the election can be divided lnt,o 2 the
VOting. g(I'QUPS: (1) The preparatory Operatioﬂsxdiﬁereﬂt
listg - (’ )Slj the distribution of the seats to )ch 1ist 4
1.,1n4 t1§ ¢ determination of those elected O aomit? g
fifteen g e.ﬁrSt place the candidates must P¢ ina’sio111
e ays in advance of the election 1g nom?” 7 ach
ade by th e [0 e elec 1011. anyjﬂp 'st-g
list of € signatures of 100 electors accomP" - he 11115
Fandldates_ The s . who ma ;e ot 5 th
etermine the Sponsors ; N jdateé the
each pary ¢ order of preference of thel’ €2 pich
est of r'ty. is free to determine in advan™®® \;{ ave
umbersl; candidates which it desire® to 1r11ine'
re oi i
on the hyyy € given to each list by lot t© el ¢ the e*P st
of the pllblolt. The ballots are then Pfi”te a;]d o) b 3
and algg o4 © authority, which have at ¢ b Laater
SqQuare, jp the side of the name of €3¢ ca’d :, oint’
the centre of which there i 2 i
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ELEC‘I‘ORAL QUESTION IN BELGIUM. 89
. 2 The ballot ;g given by the presiding officer of the poll-
Ing—booth to each voter. ) The latter receives one, two of
Iree identical ballots, according to the rights conferred on
h ¢ law, In each voting place there are a certain

ok of Compartments isolated by wooden screens wI;g:—e

o oter blackens with a pencil or with a stamp the white

Part o the 1 ack square.! Then he places in the presence of

1e h]
th
2 Cers his ballot or ballots in the ballot-box.

€ ; int: either at the
Voter €an blacken but a single point; In the first

Num,

Cage Be Tist or Opposite one of the xrlames.dhereS s

list anz Votes for the list; that is to say, he a prepared. If
" . n

that li Aso to the order in which it has bee

tor
1s . t the elec
* hag “Ventually the right to one seat,

SAMPILE BALLOT.!
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o the first 11a1me;

thus indi
dicates that this scat shall be given't
16 hie plackens

if it has tw
one of t}f t“o-’ to the first two, and so O
. e points o 1 ; : sy en he giVES
e e s pposite the name of a candidate, he &
toral i r;st for the list, in order 10 detcrmine the “elec-
gure, ’ but the elect - . L wighes
to modify the e ¢lector indicates further that be wi
it h:; . (= Ord(_:r of preference of the list SO that
candidat ‘fe the right to a seat, it should he given to
‘Vll ) e} or Wh()l]l 1](; I];}S \'Otc(l. .
list? )Itl‘:,lomd the elector vote for only one name ’ .L.-l;r
of all \'otm? put in this way to equalize the electord “Lst
inequalit(:rb}‘ Under the former régime there was B
ek 'é d)ethFn the power of the elector 11 . i
gle Votect; that in the large district. While with I‘Lf the
elector of 1e clector in Brussels control® eightec” e béd to
abolish thz_"‘sma11 town controls but on¢ It was ¢ esiid t0
the adhe is anomaly, and at the samc¢ time it wﬂs.v jaw
should sa:te'hts of the single vote gystem: el ney
butinstea55f¥ vou. Tt establishes in fact h¢ siné
ideal divisio . physical division of the district ther€
seats to bQOn mnto as many clectoral districts a
needs of conf(’frmd-” At the same€ time aatt e Said’
however It)}rlzl'zz;tl onal representatiorl- shott e pam®
’ R ] .2
not a conditi 1is limitation of a Vot a sin8
3. The voton Of‘ proportional represel
the electora] g being completed, it is neces
adding a1l gure for each list. This figure 1ist eit
the head of f; ballots bearing a Vvote in ed o 1€ e e
stubs 3 o di
ral force of thsequently. This 58W° ind1c®™ gy the M gist
or the 1ist aeach party, because it comp
s gi :
b‘}t seek to 1 EIVEn, &5 well as those W
divide {1, modify the order. ‘Thed g 187
i € seats 5 . Ctoral 65811
, Pro prOPOrtlonally to this € e, a8 repf : lﬂﬂ’f
rea1ger1y speaking, that PrOPortme Belgjalreﬂtﬁ’
— man;md' The rule adopted by ;htheir f‘dbeﬂgﬂ‘oﬁ
. 0
1s that of thher systems which Bav® ha of ¢ 5
. d"Hondt, also called that

[402]
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Divj;
SucC::sri'Vel;I:h!e clectoral figure of each of the lists is divided
(}uotieuts qr,)y one, two, three, four, five, _etc.., and the
unti] 5 11ul;[:_ arranged in the order of their importance
Tumberg t ]Qr of quotients is obtained t?qual_ to that of the
Ivisoy O be elected. The last quotient is the electoral
: he distribution among the lists is effected by

giving fa _
thig 5. . <ach ag many seats as its electoral figure contaius

0S¢ - X o 4
are » for example, three lists whose electoral figures

as . 7
Voteg  -OHOws: Catholics, 24,000 votes; Liberals, 12,524
Ve then have:

S, ar
1¢ 250
1 Socml:sts, 15,000 votes.
ocoveres TT o —
Socialists.

|
Liberals.

" Catholics. ’
. I —
l\ri . - ——
Djy:Slon 4, S
Visjg, Y One 15,000
DiVision BY twg T * | 24,000 g 7,50
vig u oy three ™ - 12,000 r4_4 5,000
Qur il o 31206 3725
=8 A Q00 K1
Su = | - I B
Ppog e — — x he
Euotiell : ‘e that there are seven seats to be diStrlbutedd. T(I)
4 S Wil ) X . order:
T L be arranged in the fouowﬂlgu ILiberal,

Cathoy;
& 12 olie, (2) 15,000 Socialist, (3) 12'8500 Social-

JOOD C | 4 .
athf)hc, (5) 8,000 Catholic, (6) /’e electoral

Qs 1) 6, .
Of:ilsor Mi? Liberal.  7This last quotient o tftoral figure
=G 'S Contained three times 11 thefet;e other lists:

S olic1:
ngth is ‘list, ang twice in that of each 0 the placeto
USS e 1e n]ethod E]nployed, It is not h&‘ll'e i et the
Of o, Meritg, It is sufficient to 5aY that it 113 Jections
. ]
sug thag Il?erlenoe for four years in our CoF unal;1 s, md
f°re:éehtl j A8 shown jtself at once Pra° 'Calt'hzl S;’Jstém 0
fro., JUSt. T4 i g aperior to o itz-
the & E; Hong Which Swiertamg sef e ¢ l?i'?iv;‘ze;
Oth S&ats n A list COntains: o );tst i haS. can tht’i
1o Ot g more se coming from
4. o, Sty Stributed are added to tho%¢
Te i ; h list
Mag. Og't jven to eac !
Ung ¥ he number of seats to be 8 dates who shall

Clermine among the candi
[403]
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hf;we the right to occupy them. When the jaumber ol caﬂ
d]d.ates of alist is equal to that of the seats tO which 1t 15
entitled, the candidates are all elected. 1f the numbero
c‘:lndidates is larger, the seats are given to the candidatf‘is
:‘hho have obtained the greatest number of votes. ik

is number, as many list votes are assigned 1O -the .
name' as will insure it the electoral divisor, the 115 b
}'emau?ing are assigned to the - third a8 fou
C‘;El:ti:ﬂlcg names until they are exhausted. '
o - ot:xlpleted, the names having the larg6§ -
: es are selected.! Should the number of Can(h a of (e
?Igla]l, the alternate candidates can take the places

gular candidates who are missing.

I1X. : 4 pave
al struggle® :’hf rese?
tion : o)y

1 med;i;‘:f’dh,

lEdSlilc:h is t}m history of the politic
tation Belgium to the introduction of propor
it 1:5“' Though they concern only the electord ©
N -d-certam that this reform is of the naturé .o_P { syfvt?ﬂ]
10dify, from the top to the bottom our 011t-1c3c whlch
inx(lil the attitude of all our partie® E"Perlenxgoo) Cﬂi
onl O.nly begin with the present month (MBY;my hOPe’.;,
o y show whether the reform will OP€™ as 111: ok arl
m:uera cif ‘calm and sane politics in whi¢ g
) aary régime will be originated. - aq b
by Gtreny case T think that the electorﬂl.re and thatutllofs
b n . R .,
time th gthening the government majority ’e he 2 40
of the e length of which no one ca7 sur™:
of Bel "-"‘Efol-m have labored, no doubt,
gium, but for the good of thelr part?” o M2
FRNF

mea
n
not ©
1[.

Univeys;

Sity of Lié .

' Sappo f Liége, Belgium. jve? paft o7t qc’#

se the o £ £ : '

seats hgg receive]ectorn‘l divisor to be 10,000 and tha - foﬂo_«s

:.:‘ 4000, D, ¢ omea 20,000 list votes and individ 7
‘ ;

0 10,000, B g1gq End E, 10,000, A'svote is prought P and P 7o 1ot gt

25 Toco, A having received 6:°°0" gve O:OD 18

rema-‘lnih

£ sufficj

race Cl 5

ace stands— ent to bring C’s vote to 10,000, 81 ! nd 5 dids"es'
Y o)

fail A, 10,00
s of election ando. B, 10,000, C, 10,000, D, o/ P ca
the seats are given to the other


Guest
Rectangle


