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Introduction to a territory : the Greater Region

Introduction to a concept : Transit-oriented development

An overview of case studies : Benchmark

Conclusions and perspectives in Benelux+
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Presentation content



Greater Region
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• 5 regions, 4 countries, and 3 languages
• 65.401 km2 with more than 11.8 million inhabitants
• 270,000 cross-border commuters per day – the highest 

number of cross-border commuters in EU27.



LATI – Laboratory for Territorial Intelligence
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• Rapid population growth

• Wide geographical spread of cross-border workers

• Low housing density

• Heavy reliance on cars

Specific features of the Greater Region
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How to implement sustainable mobility 
in the scattered residential areas of 
cross-border commuters?
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How to implement sustainable mobility 
to workplaces in Luxembourg?



How to minimize car dependency for the cross-border commuters?
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From the American Dream to the Transit-oriented development
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Peter Calthorpe (1993) proposes an alternative vision of urban 
development that is centered on transit-oriented development (TOD) 
and compact, walkable mixed-use communities.
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URBANISATION MOBILITY

The interdisciplinary concept of TOD

• Public transports
• Intermodality
• Active mobility

• Mixed-use development
• Density
• 15-minute city



What are the meanings and interpretations of the TOD concept?
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TOD
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What are the meanings and interpretations of the TOD concept?



How to apply the TOD concept in the context of the Greater Region?
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Basel Tri-National Eurodistrict Greater GenevaCopenhagen-Malmö

Benchmark
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• Cross-border metropolitan contexts

• Suburban and rural  context

• Significant flows of cross-border workers

• Cultural and linguistic differences

• Models for implementing the TOD concept

Why do we choose those case studies?
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• Contextualisation of TOD in the Greater Region

• Governance systems promoting cross-border cooperation

• Land-use planning tools to support the implementation of TOD

• Recommendations and implementation in the GR

Objectives
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Perspectives in Benelux+



What about cross-border worker flows in the Benelux+?
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Approximately 23% of all cross-border workers in the EU live 
in the Benelux and neighbouring regions – together 
accounting for more than 400,000 workers
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Limburg Centraal in the Netherlands
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A pilot group for strategic public transport hubs in Flanders
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Alternatives to the railway in Limburg
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The opportunity to reactivate forgotten rail lines
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TOD implementation within the Lille metropolitan area
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Transit Neighborhood in North Rhine-Westphalia



Thank you for your attention
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