:’::'::?:'éd rc European Research Council _ ‘ LI .EGE universite
.."....:......L Established by the European Commission C Ite

™

When the legal confronts the social: the
competent authorities, the golden algae anad
the 2022 ecological disaster in the
tranboundary Oder River

Katarzyna Aleksandra Jancewicz
PhD Researcher, EU Legal Studies (ERC EUDAIMONIA)
University of Liege, Belgium
EUSA 19th Biennial International Conference

This project has received funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the European Union's Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme (grant agreement n° 948473).



lce Age, Iron Curtain, Water Framework Directive...

B% . MORZE BALTYCKIE i H ¥ ‘ & - I "
PN 2N o -

\

, An Sl ~ ' +20,000 years ago: Weichsel
/SR | C\: glacial period
@GP N » Oder River: 854 kilometres
3 il d b Poznan "/ "‘V""\L (530 miles) |Ong

” Frankfurt ( de
> 0d, Konin

% (e e 0 *1989-1993: first non-communist

X Polish government,
reunification of Germany,
Czechoslovakia divided ->
Czech Republic

£ YA e Catchment: 116,050 km?2
ﬁ\/{,\ Jeun=FE AU 7 . *PL:ca.87%, DE 7%, CZ: 6 %

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/50/Dorzecze_Odry_mapa.png



Oder: 1989-2000

» Oder: highly polluted but transboundary

* Pollution -> International agreement: International
Commission for the Protection of the Oder River against
Pollution

* Management of water in border rivers, including Oder ->
three international ‘Border Commissions’ (1992 DE-PL,
1995 DE-CZ, 1958/2015 PL-CZ)

 National environmental water authorities
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2000 Water Framework Directive
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Oder River International River Basin District: 2022 ecological
disaster
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Oder River International River Basin District; 2022

ecological disaster [

* Fragmentation? -> reasons?

 ‘Poor’ water status? -> reasons?

» Cooperation problems? -> reasons?

* Theories of non-implementation

» Enforcement approach (political will) versus management approach -> (capacity?)
* Institutional theories? (institutional change? Institutional adaptation pressure?)

« Harmonisation of EU law versus national institutional autonomy?

* National identity?

« -> Actor-Network Theory

 -> Preliminary results: fragmentation due to national policy preferences and constitutional
setting BUT lack of EU more structured intervention

» -> Cooperation hardships: lack of political will
« -> Authorities actually in charge not necessary ‘competent authorities’



