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Summary 
 
The issue of data retention has been at the centre of much legal reflection ever since the Court 
of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) invalidated the 2006 Data Retention Directive in C-
293/12 Digital Rights Ireland. While this annulment was very much welcomed by the data 
protection community and civil society, police and judicial authorities have expressed strong 
concerns about the impact on criminal enforcement; concerns that have resulted in several 
court proceedings at national and EU level. 
 
In three recent rulings (C-623/17 Privacy International, C-511/18 La Quadrature du Net e.a. 
and C-746/18 Prokuratuur), the CJEU has tried to further clarify unsettled questions. 
Nevertheless, in doing so, the Court has most likely raised more questions than answers and 
has definitely complicated the way forward for EU and national legislators. Consequently, 
judicial authorities as well as intelligence agencies are still in search of clarity, while citizens 
and businesses remain confronted with a lack of legal certainty.  
 
The editors of the European Law Blog are pleased to invite you to the Blog’s first online 
seminar, which will focus on these topical issues. During this seminar, four eminent speakers 
will take the floor to analyse the current legal situation, in the light of the CJEU’s recent case 
law, and to reflect on future solutions for what seem nearly inextricable problems. 
 
Panel 

- Moderator: Vanessa Franssen, Professor University of Liège, Affiliated Senior 
Researcher KU Leuven, and Editor European Law Blog 

- Speakers: 
o Anna Buchta, Head of Policy and Consultation Unit, European Data Protection 

Supervisor 
o Jarek Lotarski, Legal Service of the Council of the EU (previously Policy Officer 

European Commission, DG Home) 
o Nóra Ní Loideain, Director, Information Law & Policy Centre, Institute of 

Advances Legal Studies, University of London 
o Christian Svanberg, General Counsel, Danish Defence (previously Head of 

Center for Data Protection and DPO, Danish National Police) 

 


