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The goal of universal health coverage is to ensure that 
all people obtain the health services they need without 
suffering financial hardship when paying for them.

This definition embodies three related objectives:

1. Population: Who is covered? Equity in access to health 
services - everyone who needs services should get 
them, not only those who can pay for them

2. Services: Which services are covered? The quality of 
health services should be good enough to improve the 
health of those receiving services

3. Financial protection: What do people have to pay out-
of-pocket? People should be protected against 
financial-risk, against catastrophic health expenditures.

Universal Health Coverage?
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Ok.. What is the role 

of PHC inside UHC?



PHC? A whole-of-society approach to health that 
aims to maximize the level and distribution of 
health and well-being through three components: 

(a) primary care and essential public health 
functions as the core of integrated health 
services; 

(b) multisectoral policy and action; and
(c) empowered people and communities. 



Ok.. So how does PHC relates 

to UHC?



The goal of universal health coverage is to ensure that 
all people obtain the health services they need without 
suffering financial hardship when paying for them.

This definition embodies three related objectives:

1. Population: Who is covered? Equity in access to health 
services - everyone who needs services should get 
them, not only those who can pay for them

2. Services: Which services are covered? The quality of 
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financial-risk, against catastrophic health expenditures.

Universal Health Coverage…



Current financial protection

PHC package

Current available services low

Current 
population 
covered

Uncovered 
population

1. “Unsatisfactory” UHC situation

Out-of-Pocket payment high



Financial protection
Guaranteed for the 
PHC package

PHC package offered

2. “PHC” situation

All the population 
is covered with 

PHC
services



PHC is a good approach

And some countries go 

further
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3. Expansion of services included in the package 
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What is the current UHC 

situation?



UHC service coverage index by country 2017

Source: UHC Monitoring report 2019 – WHO



Challenges

• 3.5 Billion people do not have access to quality 
essential health services

• 9.2% of world population incur catastrophic out-of-
pocket expenditures

• Global gap of 18 Million health workers by 2030

• 22% of global population lives in fragile contexts

• Important changes: demography & aging, migration,  
epidemiology, climate, outbreaks, chronic conditions 



Despite challenges, UHC is attainable

• Political commitment for UHC (75 countries have UHC 
legislation)

• Primary Health Care Astana commitment – PHC a 
critical foundation for UHC

• Employment in the health sector is linked to economic 
growth – and profitable to gender balance

• And investing in health is good for economic growth..



Which services to be covered

A difficult choice?
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Determinants of Health?



The social determinants of health (SDH) are the 
conditions in which people are born, grow, work, 
live, and age, and the wider set of forces and 
systems shaping the conditions of daily life. These 
forces and systems include economic policies and 
systems, development agendas, social norms, 
social policies and political systems. 
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Migrants – who should be 

included in UHC?



Refugee (UNHCR): 
Refugees are 
people outside their 
country of origin 
because of feared 
persecution, 
conflict, generalized 
violence, or other 
circumstances that 
have seriously 
disturbed public 
order, and who, as 
a result, require 
international 
protection

Migrant (IOM): Any 
person who is moving or 
has moved across an 
international border or 
within a State away from 
his/her habitual place of 
residence, regardless of 
(1) the person’s legal 
status; (2) whether the 
movement is voluntary or 
involuntary; (3) what the 
causes for the movement 
are; or what the length of 
the stay is. 

Refugee and Migrants  

Global Compact on SOR Migration (non 
binding): Refugees and migrants are 
entitled to the same universal human 
rights and fundamental freedom, which 
must be respected and protected and 
fulfilled at all times.  However, migrants 
and refugees are distinct groups 
governed by separate legal frameworks. 
Only refugees are entitled to the specific 
international protection defined by 
international refugee law. The Global 
Compact refers to migrants and presents 
a cooperative framework. 





COVID-19?



Covid & UHC – 
a couple of 
thoughts..



Thank you!
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