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The History of ICOMOS

HOW WAS ICOMOS CREATED?

ICOMOS was founded on the 22nd of June 1965 in Warsaw one year after the adoption of the Venice Charter of 1964.

What is the Venice Charter?

The Venice Charter established international guidelines for conserving and restoring historic buildings. Drawn up by
heritage conservation professionals, it is a set of principles providing an international framework for the conservation and

restoration of cultural heritage.

The Charter, officially entitled the International Restoration Charter, was adopted as the first resolution of the lind
International Congress of Architects and Technicians of Historic Monuments in Venice, on the 31st of May, 1964. At the
same Congress, the second resolution, put forward by UNESCO, called for the creation of an International Council on

Monuments and Sites, paving the way for the founding of ICOMOS.

Background to the Venice Charter

Prior to the Venice Charter, there was no dedicated association or set of internationally agreed guidelines on conservation
and restoration of built cultural heritage, apart the conclusions of the conference organised in Athens in 1931 by the

International Museums Office.

After the devastation of World War I, the importance of preserving and restoring heritage was seen in a more pressing
light. As such, UNESCO sponsored the First International Congress of Architects and Technicians on Historical Monuments,
held in Paris in May 1957, which recommended that all countries should establish organisations for the protection of historic
buildings, if they did not already have one. The Congress ended with the invitation of Guglielmo De Angelis d'Ossat to hold

the second congress in Venice in 1964.

Read the Venice Charter

EN

THE FOUNDING OF ICOMOS: THE CONSTITUTIVE
ASSEMBLY

The Warsaw General Assembly, held on the 22nd of June 1965, is known as a Constitutive Assembly as its purpose was the
constitution of the association of specialists that the second resolution of the 1964 Venice Congress called for. The
Constitutive Assembly established ICOMOS’ initial Statutes, including its name, aim and membership, all of which were

adopted by vote.

ICOMOS AND UNESCO

One of ICOMOS’ important roles is its collaboration with UNESCO. ICOMOS helped UNESCO to write the Convention
Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. Adopted in 1972, it names ICOMOS as an Advisory
Body. Central to the Convention was the creation of a World Heritage List to recognise heritage of ‘outstanding universal
value'. ICOMOS supports the implementation of the Convention’s provision for protection of cultural heritage, including

evaluating nominations for World Heritage Status.

ICOMOS’ HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Historically speaking, until the late 19th century, questions of architectural heritage had only been considered on a national

level.

One consequence of World War | was the emergence of what is now called Cultural Internationalism, notably with the
creation of the League of Nations. In the interwar period, a growing worldwide consciousness amongst specialists led to
the Athens Conference, whose conclusions were a first attempt to agree on international conservation principles. After the
Second World War, the League of Nations was transformed intfo the United Nations, accompanied by the founding of
UNESCO, which would go on to contribute to the establishment of ICOMOS.
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Historic Gardens (Florence Charter) - 1981

Available in 5 languages -

Charter for the Conservation of Historic Towns
and Urban Areas (Washington Charter) - 1987

Available in 5 languages -

Valletta Principles for the Safeguarding and
Management of Historic Cities, Towns and Urban
Areas - 2011

Available in 14 languages -

Document on Historic Urban Public Parks - 2017

Available in 3 languages -

QO

Contract

Industrial heritage

Joint ICOMOS - TICCIH Principles for the
Conservation of Industrial Heritage Sites,
Structures, Areas and Landscapes (Dublin
Principles) - 2011

Available in 4 languages -

Intangible cultural heritage
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VENICE CHARTER
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INTERNATIONAL CHARTER FOR THE CONSERVATION
AND RESTORATION OF MONUMENTS AND SITES
(THE VENICE CHARTER 1964)

IInd International Congress of Archil and Technici. of Historic
Monuments, Venice, 1964.
Adopted by ICOMOS in 1965,

Imbued with a message from the past, the historic monuments of generations of people
remain to the present day as living witnesses of their age-old traditions. People are
becoming more and more conscious of the unity of human values and regard ancient
monuments as a common heritage. The commen respansibility to safeguard them for future
generations s recognized, It Is our duty to hand them on in the full richness of their
authenticity.

It is essential that the principles guiding the preservation and restoration of ancient
buildings should be agreed and be laid down on an international basis, with each country
being respensible for applying the plan within the framework of its own culture and
tragtions

By defining these basic principles for the first tme, the Athens Charter of 1931 contributed
towards the development of an extensive internationa! movement which has assumed
concrete form in national gocuments, in the work of ICOM and UNESCO and in the
establishment by the latter of the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and
the Restoration of Cultural Property. Increasing awareness and critical study have been
brought to bear on problems which have continually become more complex and varied; now
the time has come to examine the Charter afresh in order to make a thorough study of the
principles involved and to enlarge its scope in a new document,

Accordingly, the IInd International Congress of Architects and Techmicians of Historic
Monuments, which met in Venice from May 25th to 31st 1964, approved the following text:

DEFINITIONS
Article 1.

The concept of a historic monument embraces not only the single architectural work but
ais0 the urban or rural setting In which s found the evidence of a particular civilzation, a
significant development or a historic event. This applies not only to great works of art but
also to more modest works of the past which have acquired cultural significance with the
passing of time.

Article 2.

The conservation and restoration of monuments must have recourse to all the scences and
techniques which can contribute to the study and safequarding of the architectural heritage.
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HISTORIC GARDENS
(THE FLORENCE CHARTER 1981)

Adopted by ICOMOS in December 1982.

PREAMBLE

The 1ICOMOS-IFLA International Committee for Historic Gardens, meeting in Florence on 21
May 1981, decided to draw up a charter on the preservation of historic gardens which wousd
bear the name of that town. The present Florence Charter was drafted by the Committee
and registered by ICOMOS on 15 December 1982 as an addendum to the Venice Charter
covering the spedific field concerned.

DEFINITIONS AND OBJECTIVES
Article 1.

"A historic garden Is an architectural and horticultural compasition of interest to the public
from the histarical or artistic point of view", As such, it i to be considered as a monument

Article 2,
*The historic garden Is an architectural composition whose constituents are primarily vegetal
and therefore living, which means that they are perishable and renewable. Thus its
appearance reflects the perpetual balance between the cycle of the seasons, the growth and
decay of nature and the desire of the artist and craftsman to keep it permanently
unchanged,
Article 3.
As a monument, the historic garden must be preserved in accordance with the spirit of the
Venice Charter. However, since It is a kiving monument, its preservation must be governed
by spacific rukes which are the subject of the Present charter.
Article 4.
The architectural composition of the historic garden includes:

o Its plan and its topography.

« Its vegetation, including its species, proportions, colour schemes, spacing and
respective heights.

Its structural and decorative features.

Its water, running or still, reflecting the sky.

FLORENCE CHARTER
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CHARTER FOR THE CONSERVATION OF HISTORIC
TOWNS AND URBAN AREAS
(WASHINGTON CHARTER 1987)

Adopted by ICOMOS General Assembly in Washington, DC, October 1987,

PREAMBLE AND DEFINITIONS

All urban communities, whether thay have developed gradually over time or have been
created detiberately, are an expression of the diversity of societies throughout history,

This charter concems historic urban areas, large and small, Including cities, towns and
historic centres or quarters, together with their natural and man-made environments,
Beyond their role as historical documents, these areas embody the values of traditional
urban cultures. Today many such areas are being threatened, physically degraded,
damaged or even destroyed, by the impact of the urban development that follows
industrialisation in societies everywhere,

Faced with this dramatic situation, which often leads to Irreversible cultural, social and even
economic losses, the Coundil on and Sites (ICOMOS) deems it
necessary to draw up an international charter foe historic towns and urban areas that will
complement the *International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments
and Sites,” usually referred to as *The Venice Charter.* This new text defines the principles,
objectives, and methods necessary for the conservation of historic towns and urban areas,
It alsa seeks to promate the harmaony of both private and community life in these areas and
to encourage the preservation of those cultural properties, however modest in scale, that
constitute the memory of mankind,

As set out in the UNESCO "Recommendation Concerning the Safeguarding and
Contemparary Role of Historic Areas® (Warsaw - Nairobl, 1976), and also in various other
international , “the conservation of historic towns and urban areas” is
understood to mean those steps necessary for the protection, conservation and restoration
of such towns and areas s well as their development and harmonious adaptation to
contemporary life

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES

1. In order to be most effective, the conservation of historic towns and other historic
urban ereas should be an integral part of cohersnt polices of economic and socal
development and of urban and regional planning at every level.

2. Qualities to be preserved include the historic character of the town or urban area
and all those material and spiritual elemants that axpress this character, espacially:

a) Urban patterns as defined by lots and streets;
b) Relatianships between buildings and green and open spaces;

€) The formal appearance, interior and exterior, of buildings as defined by scale,
size, style, construction, materials, colour and decoration;
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VENICE CHARTER
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INTERNATIONAL CHARTER FOR THE CONSERVATION
AND RESTORATION OF MONUMENTS AND SITES
(THE VENICE CHARTER 1964)

IInd International Congress of Archil and Technici, of Historic
Monuments, Venice, 1964.

Adopted by ICOMOS in 1965,

Imbued with a message from the past, the historic monuments of generations of people
remain to the present day as living witnesses of their age-old traditions. People are
becoming more and more conscious of the unity of human values and regard ancient
monuments as a common heritage. The commen respansibility to safeguard them for future
generations is recognized, It is our duty to hand them on in the full richness of their
authenticity.

1t is essential that the principles guiding the preservation and restoration of ancient
buildings should be agreed and be laid down on an international basis, with each country
being respensible for applying the plan within the framework of its own culture and
tragitions.

By defining these basic principles for the first tme, the Athens Charter of 1931 contributed
towards the development of an extensive international which has

concrete form in national documents, in the work of ICOM and UNESCO and in the
establishment by the latter of the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and
the Restoration of Cultural Property. Increasing awareness and critical study have been
brought to bear on problems which have continually become more complex and varied; now
the time has come to examine the Charter afresh in order to make a thorough study of the
principles involved and to enlarge its scope in a new document,

Accordingly, the TInd International Congress of Architects and Technicians of Historic
Monuments, which met in Venice from May 25th to 31st 1964, approved the following text:

DEFINITIONS
Article 1.

The concept of a historic monument embraces not only the single architectural work but
2iso the urban or rural setting In which is found the evidence of a particular civilkization, a
significant development or a historic event, This applies not only to great works of art but
also to more modest works of the past which have acquired cultural significance with the
passing of time.

Article 2.

The conservation and restoration of monuments must have recourse to all the scences and
techniques which can contribute to the study and safequarding of the architectural heritage.
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CHARTER FOR THE CONSERVATION OF HISTORIC
TOWNS AND URBAN AREAS
(WASHINGTON CHARTER 1987)

Adopted by ICOMOS General Assembly in Washington, DC, October 1987,

PREAMBLE AND DEFINITIONS

All urban communities, whether they have dewveloped gradually over time or have baen
created defiberately, are an expression of the diversity of societies throughout history,

This charter concems historic urban areas, large and small, Including cities, towns and
historic centres or quarters, together with their natural and man-made environments,
Beyond their role as historical documents, these areas embody the values of traditional
urban cultures. Today many such areas are being threatened, physically degraded,
damaged or even destroyed, by the impact of the urban development that follows
industrialisation in societies everywhere,

Faced with this dramatic situation, which often leads to Irreversible cultural, social and even

losses, the Council on and Sites (ICOMOS) deems it
necessary to draw up an international charter for historic towns and urban aress that will
complement the *International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments
and Sites,” usually referred to as “The Venice Charter.” This new text cefines the principles,
objectives, and methods necessary for the conservation of historic towns and urban areas.
It 8lso seeks to promate the harmony of both private and community life in these aress and
to encourage the preservation of those cultural properties, hawever modest in scale, that
constitute the memory of manking,

As set out in the UNESCO “Recommendation Concerning the Safeguarding and
Contemporary Role of Historlc Areas® (Warsaw - Nairobl, 1976), and also in various other
international instruments, “the conservation of historic towns and urban areas” is
understood to mean those steps necessary for the protection, conservation and restoration
of such towns and areas s well as their development and harmonious adaptation to
contemporary life

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES

1. In order to be most effective, the conservation of historic towns and other historic
urbsn areas should be an integral part of coherent polices of economic and socal
development and of urban and regional planning at every level.

2. Qualities to be preserved include the historic character of the town or urban area
and all those matenal and spiritual elements that axpress this character, especially:

a) Urban patterns as defined by lots and streets;
b) Relationships between buildings and green and open spaces;

€) The formal appearance, interior and exterior, of buildings as defined by scale,
size, style, construction, materials, colour and decaration;
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Verone, le 19 juillet, 1967

A lTonsieur BERTRAND,
Sous-Directeur général p.i. pour
les Sciences sociales, les
Sciences humaines et la Culture,
UNESCO,

Place de Fontenoy,

75 _PARIS Te

France.

Monsieur le Directeur Général,

J'ai bien regu votre lettre du 5 juillet concernant 1'
organisation par 1'UNESCO d'une réunion d'experts char-
gés de coordommer en vue de l'adoption éventuelle & 1°
échelle intermationale des principes des critéres scien—
tifiques, techniques et juridiques permettant d'établir
un systéme efficace de protection des monuments et des
sites.

Le projet tel qu'il nous est présenté se limitera &

{ A. les conceptions scientifiques qui constituent la base.}mhwa~wf~$g
| de la doctrine de protection et de mise en valeur des |

monuments et des sites;

;f B. 1les principes scientifiques et techniques qui doivent }

régir la mise en oeuvre des travaux de protection;

'; C. les dispositions juridiques nécessaires pour assurer

la protection du patrimoine monumental;j

Ce programme ne pourrait donstituér une bénne‘base pbur

la réunion envisagée pour autant qu'il s'agisse de rester
dens le domaine des généralités et que le lbut de la
réunion ne dépasse pas l'établissemént du "status ques-

tionnis".

A. the scientific concepts that form the
basis of the doctrine of protection and
enhancement of monuments and sites;

B. the scientific and technical principles that |
should govern the implementation of ‘
protection work;

C. the legal provisions necessary to ensure
the protection of monumental heritage. |

KULeuven, Universiteitsarchief, Lemaire Collection.
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INTERNATIONAL CHARTER FOR THE CONSERVATION
AND RESTORATION OF MONUMENTS AND SITES
(THE VENICE CHARTER 1964)

IInd International Congress of Architects and Technici, of Historic
Monuments, Venice, 1964.

Adopted by ICOMOS in 1965,

Imbued with a message from the past, the historic monuments of generations of people
remain to the present day as living witnesses of their age-old traditions. People are
becoming more and more conscious of the unity of human values and regard ancient
maonuments as a common heritage. The commen respansibility to safeguard them for future
generations is recognized, It is our duty to hand them on in the full richness of their
authenticity.

It is essential that the principles guiding the preservation and restoration of ancient
buildings should be agreed and be laid down on an international basis, with each country
being responsible for applying the plan within the framework of its own culture and
tragtions.

By defining these basic principles for the first tme, the Athens Charter of 1931 contributed
towards the development of an extensive internationa! movement which has assumed
concrete foem in national documents, in the work of ICOM and UNESCO and in the
establishment by the latter of the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and
the Restoration of Cultural Property. Increasing awareness and critical study have been
brought to bear on problams which have continually become more complex and varied; now
the time has come to examine the Charter afresh in order to make a thorough study of the
principles involved and to enlarge its scope in a new document,

Accordingly, the IInd International Congress of Architects and Technicians of Historic
Monuments, which met in Venice from May 25th to 31st 1964, approved the following text:

DEFINITIONS
Article 1.

The concept of a historic monument embraces not only the single architectural work but
ais0 the urban or rural setting In which is found the evidence of a particular civikzation, a
significant development or a historic event, This applies not only to great works of art but
also to more modest works of the past which have acquired cultural significance with the
passing of time.

Article 2.

The conservation and restoration of monuments must have recourse to all the sdences and
techniques which can contribute to the study and safequarding of the architectural heritage.

1970

WORLD HERITAGE CONVENTION

TINITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC
AND CULTURAL ORGANISATION

CONVENTION CONCERNING THE
PROTECTION OF THE WORLD CULTURAL
AND NATURAL HERITAGE

Adopted by the General Conference at its seventeenth session
Paris, 16 november 1972

o
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English Text

1975

RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING THE SAFEG
ROLE OF HISTORIC

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
Organizacién de las Naciones Unidas para la Educacién, la Ciencia y la Cultura
Orgnmsnuon des Nations Unies pour I'éducation, la science et la culture
pr Hauuii no sonp obpa: , HAYKH U KYNbTYpb!

iy (lally 2,2l ezl ¥ ki

Recommendation concerning the safeguarding
and contemporary role of historic areas
adopted by the General Conference at its nineteenth session
Nairobi, 26 November 1976
Recomendacidn relativa a la salvaguardia de los
conjuntos histéricos y su funcién en la vida contemporanea
aprobada por la Conferencia General en su decimonovena reunién
Nairobi, 26 de noviembre de 1976
Recommandation concernant la sauvegarde
des ensembles historiques ou traditionnels et leur role
dans la vie contemporaine
adoptée par la Conférence générale 4 sa dix-neuviéme session
Nairobi. 26 novembre 1976
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CHARTER FOR THE CONSERVATION OF HISTORIC
TOWNS AND URBAN AREAS
(WASHINGTON CHARTER 1987)

Adopted by ICOMOS General Assembly in Washington, DC, October 1987.

PREAMBLE AND DEFINITIONS

All urban communities, whether thay have developed gradually over time or have been
created detiberately, are an expression of the diversity of societies throughout history,

This charter concems historic urban areas, large and small, Including cities, towns and
historic centres or quarters, together with their natural and man-made environments,
Beyond their role as historical documments, these areas embody the values of traditional
urban cultures. Today many such areas are being threatened, physically degraded,
damaged or even destroyed, by the Impact of the urban development that follows
ingustrialisation in societies everywhere,

Faced with this dramatic situation, which often leads to Irreversible cultural, social and even
economic losses, the 1 ational Council on and Sites (ICOMOS) deems it
necessary to draw up an international charter foe historic towns and urban areas that will
complement the *International Charter for the Conservation and Restoraticn of Monuments
and Sites,” usually referred to as “The Venice Charter.” This new text cefines the principles,
objectives, and methods necessary for the conservation of historic towns and urban areas,
It also seeks to promaote the harmony of both private and community life in these areas and
to encourage the preservation of those cultural properties, however modest in scale, that
constitute the memory of manking.

As set out in the UNESCO "Recommendation Concerning the Safeguarding and
Contemporary Role of Historic Areas® (Warsaw - Nairobl, 1976), and also in various other
international instruments, “the conservation of historic towns and urban areas” is
understood to mean those steps necessary for the p':xer.llun conservation and restoration
of such towns and areas as well as their and harr us to
contemporary life

UARDING-AND CONTEMPORARY

1. In order to be most effective, the conservation of historic towns and other historic
urban sreas should be an |nkegra| part of coherent polices of economic and socal
planning at every level.

e the historic character of the town or urban area
nts that exprass this character, espacially:

a) Urban patterns as defined by lots and streets;
b) Relatianships between buildings and green and open spaces;

€) The formal appearance, interior and exterior, of buildings as defined by scale,
size, style, construction, materials, colour and decoration;
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CONSEIL DE L’ EUROPE

- examiné par le Groupe de tray

Strasboyrg, le 13 septembre 1963

COUNCIL. OF EUROPE

AS/Cult (15) 20
OI’- fl"-'

ASSEMBLEE CONSULTATIVE

L

COMMISSION CULTURELLE ET SCIENTIFIQUE

DEFENSE ET MISE EN VALEUR DES SITES ET ENSEMBLES.‘
HISTORIQUES OU ARTISTIQUES

Rapport sur 1'as
présenté par M. We:
de. la. Commission ¢

1. Recommandation’ 365 relat:
deS"sites et'ensembles'ru

L! ensemble du rapponrt
sites et ensembles historiqus

turelles du ¢.C.C., qui fait
le recommande au C C.C.

. Suite 4 cette resoomms
pour le représenter au sein ¢

(1) As/Cult (15) PV:4.

A 82,740

i

Le Comité d'organisation se réunira les 2 et > décembre

a Paris, .Les personnaIgfﬁs sulvantes seront invitées A participer
a la réunion, qui se tiendra sous la présidence du rapporteur
de la Commission : .

Professeur Gazzola (Délégué du Gouvernement italien chargé de

la préparation de la Conférence de 1'UNESCO),

Professeur Rosi (UNESCO, Paris),

Professeur Branca (Fondation Cini),

Professeur Beerli (Conseiller de la Commission),

Professeur Astengo (Conseiller de la. Commission),-

Dr, Reinink (Représentant du C,C.C,), ° | ’
un représentant des Pouvoirs locaux,

un représentant deé associations privées.

La date de la conférence a dQ €tre reculée (1965) a
cause du congreés international des arohiteobes et techniciens
des monuments htstoriqucs, organisé par 1 UNESCO, & Venise,
en mal 1964, .
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Appendia

Recomendacidn relativa a la salvaguardia de los
conjuntos histéricos y su funcién en la vida contemporanea

aprobada por la Conferencia General en su decimonovena reunién
Nairobi, 26 de noviembre de 1976
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Recommandation concernant la sauvegarde
des ensembles historiques ou traditionnels et leur role
dans la vie contemporaine

adoptée par la Conférence générale 4 sa dix-neuviéme session
i Nairobi. 26 novembre 1976
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