Transdisciplinary Insights VVolume 5.1, 2021, 7-8.
Leuven University Press, Online ISSN 2593-0338
https://doi.org/10.11116/TDI2021.5.1.4

This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Licence, which permits unrestricted use, distribution
and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited.

TRANSDISCIPLINARY

INSIGHTS

E-JOURNAL

PROCEEDINGS of the
ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM

LEUVEN UNIVERSITY PRESS

2021 KU Leuven Facing the Future: “How to increase societal impact?”
https://rega.kuleuven.be/cev/Symposium/facing-the-future/Program-2021
Leuven, 5 May 2021

Proceedings of the parallel session “Honours Programme Transdisciplinary
Insights” (TDI 2020-2021)

Program

17h15 - 17h20 Introduction by the Institute for the Future

17h20 — 17h45 STEAM+: Transforming higher education through
collaborative play

17h45 — 18h10 InclusiVaart. (Re)defining shared neighborhood spaces

18h10 — 18h35 Conceptualising Open Science in the 21st Century

18h35 — 19h00 Coronavirus Pandemic Preparedness

Uprooting Deeper Causes of Belgium’s Lack of Pandemic
Preparedness in the Covid-19 Crisis

Séverine Bouvy,"?, Lise Ceulemans,"*,
Angelina Konnova,'#, Ramila Mennens,"%",
Maria Nankova,"¢, Tam Nguyen,'”, Jan-Peter
Sandler,’®, Tim Van Laere'*, Anne-Mieke
Vandamme,*'%""$ | Jef Baelen,"'#, Joachim
Langeraet,"'?*, Pieter Thyssen,"10.13#

'KU Leuven, Honours Programme Transdisciplinary
Insights, Institute for the Future, Leuven, Belgium;

°KU Leuven, Master’s in Intellectual Property and ICT
Law, Brussels, Belgium;

3KU Leuven, Master’s in Business Engineering, Leuven,
Belgium;

‘U Antwerp, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences,
Molecular Pathology Group, Laboratory of Cell Biology
and Histology, Wilrijk, Belgium;

KU Leuven, Master’s in Medicine, Leuven, Belgium;
8KU Leuven, Master’s in Data Science and Biostatistics,
Leuven, Belgium;

KU Leuven, Bachelor’s in Business Administration,
Brussels, Belgium;

8KU Leuven, Master’s in Philosophy, Leuven, Belgium;

°KU Leuven, Master’s in Business Administration,
Antwerp, Belgium;

KU Leuven, Department of Microbiology, Immunology
and Transplantation, Laboratory of Clinical and
Epidemiological Virology, Rega Institute for Medical
Research, Leuven, Belgium;

""Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Center for Global
Health and Tropical Medicine, Instituto de Higiene e
Medicina Tropical, Lisbon, Portugal;

2KU Leuven, Master’s in Biomedical Sciences, Leuven,
Belgium;

BKU Leuven, Faculty of Social Sciences, Research
Group SoMeTHiIn’K, Leuven, Belgium;

"Shared first author;

#Shared last author;

§ Corresponding authors: Maria.Nankova@student.
kuleuven.be, annemie.vandamme@kuleuven.be.

7 Conference Proceedings — Uprooting Deeper Causes of Belgium’s Lack of Pandemic Preparedness in the Covid-19 Crisis


mailto:Maria.Nankova%40student.kuleuven.be?subject=
mailto:Maria.Nankova%40student.kuleuven.be?subject=
mailto:annemie.vandamme%40kuleuven.be?subject=
https://rega.kuleuven.be/cev/Symposium/facing-the-future/Program-2021
mailto:Maria.Nankova%40student.kuleuven.be?subject=
mailto:Maria.Nankova%40student.kuleuven.be?subject=
mailto:Maria.Nankova%40student.kuleuven.be?subject=
mailto:annemie.vandamme%40kuleuven.be?subject=
mailto:annemie.vandamme%40kuleuven.be?subject=
mailto:annemie.vandamme%40kuleuven.be?subject=
https://rega.kuleuven.be/cev/Symposium/facing-the-future/Program-2021

Transdisciplinary Insights Volume 5.1, 2021, 7-8.
Leuven University Press, Online ISSN 2593-0338
https://doi.org/10.11116/TDI2021.5.1.4

Abstract

The challenge of the Coronavirus Pandemic
Preparedness project was to explore gaps in the way
Belgium addressed the COVID-19 pandemic as a path
forward for learning how to be better prepared in the
probable event of a future pandemic. A pandemic is
more than just a health crisis; well-intentioned efforts
to contain an epidemic resulted in mental health prob-
lems, an economic downturn and the impairment of
learning, among other issues. To understand a complex
or “wicked” problem, such as a pandemic, we deployed
a transdisciplinary approach, engaging experts and
stakeholders from a variety of fields. At the end of
March 2021, we organised an online co-creation work-
shop on behalf of the transdisciplinary research team at
the Institute for the Future (1), inviting societal actors to
participate in a multilevel brainstorming discussion. The
purpose of the workshop was to identify deeper causes
underlying the gaps in Belgian pandemic preparedness,
building upon earlier work of the research team. We
engaged stakeholders from different sectors of society
in interactive exercises to verify and challenge the work
of the research team. As a result, our team unearthed
plausible missing elements within the deeper causes
underlying the Belgian lack of preparedness for the
pandemic. The majority of gaps identified by the stake-
holders could be traced to deeper causes interwoven

in our society’s fabric. Some key areas where improve-
ment was suggested were greater political willingness
to tackle more complex problems, an expansion of
transdisciplinary knowledge and education across our
institutions and trust-building among citizens, govern-
ment and the scientific community. Our findings are
summarised and presented in a short video output."
These findings can be taken up to formulate future
objectives for pandemic preparedness in Belgium. This
can in turn serve to create a more resilient and sustain-
able society.
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Title of the original challenge

“Coronavirus Pandemic Preparedness”
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virus-pandemic-preparedness)

1 The video was presented at the Symposium ‘KU Leuven Facing the Future’, Leuven, 5 May 2021, and is available on
https://kuleuven.mediaspace.kaltura.com/media/TDI_Coronavirus+Challenge+2020_2021/1_nvzqv1ik.
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