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Figure 1

Life cycle of interwar periodicals in KBR
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Figure 2

A view on the periodicals reading room in the former Royal Library of Belgium at the end of the
interwar era, where many of the magazines now digitised must have spent their first condition4.
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From manual to automatic imaging
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Figure 3

Fragment from the worksheet accompanying the (automatic) digitisation workflow of Ons Volk 1932.

16 

Ons volk Ons volk

Ons Volkske

Printed mass media and automatic digitisation: the case of Belgian illustrate...

In Monte Artium, 15 | 2023

6



17 

Figure 4

Manual and automatic digitisation workflow for bound periodical volumes
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Figure 5

Before scanning a tightly bound volume of periodicals, a suitable coated wooden stick (‘nunchaku’) has
been carefully inserted in between the footband and spine of the (undamaged) binding, pushing the
gutter upwards so as to optimise the capturing of marginal print. This ‘primitive’ yet effective feature
coming along with robotic scanning (4 sizes delivered by 4DigitalBooks) can obviously serve also in
manual scan sessions.
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Figure 6.1

The book is pushed from beneath onto the glass plate right before the camera (above) takes an image.

Figure 6.2

The volume is lowered and the glass plate, spearheaded by the moustache, retracts to the right side,
followed by the robotic arm. Lasers indicate to the arm precisely when the outer border of the volume
is reached.

Figure 6.3

Guided by the lasers and, if necessary, by the operator who controls the parameter settings, the robotic
arm repositions itself.
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Figure 6.4

The robotic arm now turns over 90° in order to pick up the right page on its border by use of distributed
vacuum.

Figure 6.5

The page border is sucked onto the vacuum arm and thus gets lifted up as the arm turns back 90°. 

Figure 6.6

The robotic arm releases the page while the moustache glides underneath it. The sensors (‘eyes’) in
both arm and moustache detect the object in between as a single sheet of paper. If for some reason
this would not be the case, the process starts all over from phase 6.3.

Figure 6.7

The arm and the moustache move alongside each other to the left so that the page is tilted up iver the
glass plate.
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Figure 6.8

The page is turned as the moustache pushes it over the gutter, after which the volume is pressed from
beneath to the glass plate for capturing (see Fig. 6.1).
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Digitisation output of the Artpresse project
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Figure 7

List and production numbers of digitised interwar illustrated weeklies and magazines ranked in
chronological order of entering the Artpresse digitisation workflow.
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Figure 8

Monthly figures of bulk publication in Belgica Periodicals of the ca. 320.000 interwar magazine pages
digitised manually on the i2S Copibook and automatically on the DLmini600 machines.
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Bonjour!

ABC A-Z Luxemburger

illustrierte

Analysing the reception of Belgian art in digitised
printed mass media
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Illustrated articles and artistic plates

33 

AZ Bonjour!

ABC Le

Peuple Vooruit De Volksgazet

AZ

ABC

Figure 9.1

9.1 AZ, 1:5 (29-04-1932), see illustration p. 21
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Figure 9.2

9.2 AZ, 1:17 (17-07-1932), see illustration p. 5

Figure 9.3

9.3 AZ, 5:42 (03-01-1937), see illustration p. 29
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Figure 10

Illustrated article in ABC, 1:25 (17-07-1932), see illustration p. 10 and p. 11. The same can be found in 
AZ, 1:17 (17-07-1932), see illustration p. 10 and p. 11. 
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Figure 11

Illustrated article in Hebdo, 4:187 (05-07-1935), see illustration p. 12 and p. 13.

Cultural sections
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Figure 12.1

12.1 Le Soir illustré, 2:54 (02-03-1929), see illustration p. 3

Figure 12.2

12.2 Le Soir illustré, 3:108 (15-03-1930), see illustration p. 18.
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Figure 12.3

12.3 Le Soir illustré, 5:245 (29-10-1932), see illustration p. 8.

Figure 12.4

12.4 Le Soir illustré, 6:263 (04-03-1933), see illustration p. 27.
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Figure 12.5

12.5 Le Soir illustré, 7:316 (10-03-1934), see illustration p. 15.

Figure 12.6

12.6 Le Soir illustré, 8: 421 (14-03-1936), see illustration p. 11.
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Le Soir illustrée

Figure 13

“Vlaamsche Koppen” section in De Stad, 2:43 (10-01-1930), 947 [see illustration p. 15].
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General conclusion and prospects
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