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Abstract

In this session, we'll present our IdRef Project and the Alma-IdRef 
integration workflow set up. We'll also focus on authorities cataloguing 
task and how we manage it.
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IdRef: What is it?

❏ IdRef = Identifiants et Référentiels (Identifiers and Authority Files)

❏ IdRef = an Authority file created by the French Bibliographic Agency of 
Higher Education (Abes)

❏ IdRef = a public interface that allows users to consult authority records 
produced by institutions that are members of the French Higher 
Education and Research library networks (Sudoc for french universities 
libraries catalogs, Calames for Archives and Manuscripts and Star for 
thesis)

❏ IdRef with authentication = a cataloguing module that is available as a 
stand-alone cataloguing tool



IdRef: What is it?

❏ Alma Community Zone:

❏ Electronic resources

❏ Authority files

❏ Harvested if in Marc format

❏ IdRef: in Marc21 in the CZ since summer 2020

❏ Unimarc to Marc21 mapping by Abes

❏ IdRef contains authority records for:

❏ Names of persons, families, corporates and meeting

❏ Titles,trademarks, geographical names

❏ Topical term and Genre/form term = RAMEAU

❏ No creation for topical and genre/form

❏ National proposal circuit
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Authority control

Before 2015, with Aleph ILS

❏ Highlight the importance of working with real authority files and advantage of 
using files with an international scope

❏ No tool exists at the national level in Belgium
❏ Choose BNF authorities for name and titles & RAMEAU for topical subject headings

❏ Initial import into Aleph: local mapping from Unimarc to Marc21 (around 1,2 
millions records)

❏ + Monthly releases
❏ Creation of local authorities if the heading was not in BNF file
❏ Authority link based on text (= Marc21 standard)



Authority control

2015, Alma

❏ Authority file from Aleph (BNF + local creations) can’t be imported into Alma
❏ Alma CZ = LCNAMES
❏ No linking at the time of Alma migration but we did many jobs on important sets of bib 

records
❏ links were made with LCNames on our ‘BNF’ or local headings
❏ with all the errors you can imagine



Authority control

End of 2016, Alma

❏ Ex Libris uploads BNF Name-title authorities and Rameau file
❏ Configuration of ‘priorities’ which allows us to use 2 authority files for 

names authority control
❏ But quality of records is not so good

❏ Fixes are applied to new and modified records, not to the whole database

❏ Local authority records are still created, but creation can’t be 
mandatory
❏ Less creation
❏ Sometimes less information, sources… in records
❏ Create when homonyms
❏ Often ends with a duplicate when BNF creates the record



Authority control
End of 2020

❏ First contacts with IdRef team => 3 choices will be 
made

❏ Using IdRef in CZ Alma instead of BNF and 
LCNames files

❏ Becoming a producer within the IdRef network

❏ Enriching bib records with IdRef identifiers

❏ IdRef will become the main authority file for names 
and title access and subject headings in french at 
the end of 2021

Changing: why?

Opportunity to produce in 
an (inter)national 
reference file:
●not only local anymore
●increased visibility (of 
authority data & the 
whole catalogue with the 
SRU search from IdRef 
interface)

●focus on Belgian 
authors, ULiège 
researchers, heritage 
informations…

●updated 4/day in CZ



IdRef project



IdRef project

❏ Emerging issues

❏ How to manage creation in IdRef in the most efficient way?

❏ How to update our data to incorporate the IdRef identifiers?

❏ The project involves moving from text-based authority linking to 
identifier-based linking

❏ How to display in IdRef interface our data from bibliographic
records?

❏ Is the catalog the only repository that can be matched with IdRef
data?

❏ Staff training



IdRef project

(1) How to manage creation in IdRef in the most efficient way?

❏ Find a way to connect the Alma metadata editor with the IdRef web 
interface

❏ Easy linking with IdRef authority record
❏ We retrieve from IdRef the exact form for access points in Marc21 format, the 

IdRef ID and URI

❏ Improved workflow for creation and enhancement of authority records in 
the IdRef web professional interface
❏ Basic metadata for creation come directly from the Alma bibliographic record

❏ Newly created records in IdRef must be usable immediately

Objective: Limiting the impact on cataloguing time



Alma/IdRef plugin

❏ JavaScript code (in the bookmark)
❏ Perl scripts for the main application
❏ Uses Alma API “Retrive BIB” and “Update BIB record”
❏ Uses IdRef Interconnection processes



Alma/IdRef plugin



Alma/IdRef plugin

The Application connects to 
IdRef in order to:

● send the search request
● pre-fill the input fields for a 

new record creation
● retrieve the whole 

Unimarc/Marcxml record
● convert to Marc21 via XSLT
● copy preferred form 

subfields
● copy record identifier and 

add prefix
● keep relator subfields
● build the URI from record ID





IdRef project

(2) How to update our data to incorporate the IdRef identifiers?

The project involves moving from text-based authority linking to identifier-based linking

❏ Current cataloguing task
❏ Identifier and URI are added within the search process in CZ authority 

file: ID comes directly from authority record while URI is added by a 
Linked data enrichment process.

❏ Identifier and URI can be added with the Alma/IdRef application
❏ Most records come from french SUDOC catalogue: Marc21 export 

includes identifiers and RWO URIs

❏ Batch jobs on existing records
❏ Alignment with the tool BIBLIOSTRATUS: alignment tool on 

bibliographic records from BNF and Sudoc that allows to retrieve IdRef 
data

❏ Reconciliation process with OpenRefine



IdRef project
At present: 

❏ Field 100 (main entry): 805.000 records
❏ Number of IdRef: 426.550 hits

❏ Field 700 (added entry): 481.286 records
❏ Number of IdRef: 224.165 hits

Next step:

❏ Restart a bulk alignment with the help of Abes:
❏ We send our bibliographic records, and they handle the alignment
❏ Then, we just have to re-import into the system

❏ But not so simple: we get an Excel file with one line per alignment, and we have 
to return a full MARCXML record.



IdRef project

(3) How to display in IdRef interface our data from bibliographic records

● Configuration of 
our SRU server

● Set up a local 
search field in 
Primo configuration 



IdRef project

(4) Is the catalog our only repository that can be matched with IdRef data?

● Also harvest our IR



IdRef project
(4) Staff Training

❏ Presentation of the project

❏ Training by IdRef team for project managers 

❏ 10 sessions between june 2021 and october 2022

❏ For ‘bibliographic’ cataloguers: a new authority file with own specific 
features and how to use it

❏ For ‘authority’ cataloguers: 

❏ On a voluntary basis: only about 15 cataloguers out of about 45

❏ Using IdRef cataloguing tool

❏ Learning Unimarc format for authority records and becoming familiar with 
Abes documentation



IdRef project
❏ Since the end of 2021:

❏ About 11,000 authority records created in IdRef by ULiège Library
❏ About 2,400 modified

❏ What’s the future of this collaboration?
❏ Abes will switch to a new system in 2027/2028
❏ IdRef application will disappear?
❏ Can foreign partners continue producing authority data within the French 

authority framework? (Swiss networks and ULiège)
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Thanks!


