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Abstract

Presentation of AI within Alma : Alma CZ Metadata generator and how we will deal 
with Alma AI Metadata Assistant (presentation of the project and plans for 
implementation)



Alma Community Zone 
Metadata Generator



Community Zone Metadata Generator

Alma Community Zone (CZ)

❏ Records managed by Clarivate | Ex Libris
❏ Electronic resources
❏ 18 millions records for monographs

❏ 17 millions books
❏ 2 millions records for serials

Around 600,000 titles activated by ULiège Library



Community Zone Metadata Generator

Records enrichment from various 
sources:

- Providers

- Cooperative cataloguing programs 
(CONSER, BIBCO…)

- Clarivate|Ex Libris 
(exemple in 2025 : adding ISBN-13)

Provider neutral records

‘Poor’ records from incomplete Marc 
cataloguing flows:

- AI based solution by Clarivate: Use 
full text to create detailed metadata 
on the publication and extract the 
relevant information to generate 
Marc fields in the bibliographic 
record
- Program launched feb. 2024
- June 2025: about 245,000 records 

enriched, including almost 8,400 
titles available at ULiège Library



Community Zone Metadata Generator

❏ GPT4o + non AI tools + other LLM
❏ From PDF, EPUB, TXT formats

❏ Make sure that CZ records contain relevant metadata : language, summary, 
subjects, table of contents…

❏ Planned:
❏ Dewey and LCC
❏ Publication data
❏ More authors and contributors
❏ Identifiers

Improve records quality for making them more discoverable and accessible



Alma AI Metadata Assistant 
in the Metadata Editor



AI Metadata Assistant

❏ 1st testing aug. 2024 
❏ UPenn, Vanderbilt, Queensland, Leeds, Oslo…

❏ ULiège Library joins the program in oct. 2024 (6 cataloguers involved)

❏ Enhanced functionality launched with general release: nov. 2024
❏ All Alma customers… Marc21 customers

❏ Go-live for ULiège Library
❏ June 2025 with testing group (feedback?)

❏ Sept.2025 for all (?)

❏ A specific profile (role) for users: “AI Assisted Cataloging”

❏ Information provided by cataloguer is not used to train the AI



AI Metadata Assistant

❏ Currently 
❏ Marc21 records
❏ Cataloguing language: english
❏ Subject headings: LCSH
❏ Quite accurate prompts
❏ Configuration options

❏ Enable required metadata
❏ Choose to generate summary from image 

provided or with IA own words
❏ Normalization

❏ Cataloguer’s choice
❏ Can select only subject, or summary, or content, 

or additional metadata generation, or select all



AI Metadata Assistant

❏ Planned:

❏ Other cataloguing  languages

❏ ULiège Library: mainly french

❏ Other vocabularies for subject indexing

❏ ULiège Library: RAMEAU french vocabulary via IDREF authority file 

❏ Bulk creation

❏ For uncatalogued resources



AI Metadata Assistant

Create 
new 

records
Title
Author
ISBN

Images (JPEG, PNG, GIF)
Text (PDF, DOCX)

from

4 files
Crop option
First 4 pages

Can add:
Content note
Summary note

Can expand from cataloguing 
template

Can choose metadata to be 
generated:
Summary
Content
Subject
Additional information (publication 
data…)



AI Metadata Assistant

New record 

Very minimal information 
needed

Can just work with 
attachments

Images can be dropped or 
browsed from the computer, or 
you can open the camera



AI Metadata Assistant

❏ Record generation works in background

❏ Cataloguer can choose to do another task

❏ Or can wait a few tens of seconds or a few minutes 
without doing anything

❏ Real -time notifications

❏ Displayed at the beginning and at the end ot the process

❏ The record is ‘tagged’ in the list of records

❏ A draft New record AI Generated 



AI Metadata Assistant

Alma internal bibliographic 
ranking

> 75 = quite a good quality 
record



AI Metadata Assistant

❏  Cataloguers (test group)
❏ check metadata quality

❏ check relevance of information (subject headings, summary)

❏ check completeness (content note)

❏ check headings against authority files

❏ give feedback to Clarivate

❏ give feedback to catalog admin

❏ Catalog administrators
❏ set up normalizations

❏ refine metadata configuration (lists of values…)



AI Metadata Assistant

Enrich 
existing 
records

Images (JPEG, PNG, GIF)
Text (PDF, DOCX)

from

4 files
Crop option
First 4 pages

Can choose metadata to be 
generated:
Summary
Content
Subject
Additional information (publication 
data…)



AI Metadata Assistant

❏ A record opened in the 
metadata editor
❏ Cataloguer can enrich the 

record according to the 
metadata already available

❏ Can enhance a record 
created by the Assistant by 
adding new images or text 
file



AI Metadata Assistant

❏ Added valuable content
❏ But need to be checked, 

need to be linked.
❏ Waiting for language 

adaptations



Alma AI Metadata Assistant 
with Alma Mobile



Alma Mobile

❏ Alma app for mobile phones or 
tablets

❏ Specific role “AI Assisted 
Cataloging” needed

❏ The AI Metadata Assistant has 
been added to the core functions 
of the App 
❏ Can create new records
❏ Can enrich existing records



Alma Mobile

❏ Record can be retrieved by scanning the 
barcode

❏ Easy to manage photographs 
❏ Works in the same way as if you were 

starting from the Metadata editor



How to retrieve AI records?



AI records

❏ Specific AI icon in the Metadata Editor 
and in search results 

❏ Marc21 specific fields and subfields 
used to record the information about 
AI-generation
❏ 588 - Source of description note

❏ $7 - Data provenance 

❏ New Indexes
❏ “Enriched with AI metadata by CZ”
❏ “Processed with Alma AI tools”

❏ Created
❏ Enriched



ULiège - Before Go-Live 



Before Go-Live

❏ Create records for different types 
of resources
❏ old printed books
❏ manuscripts?
❏ non latin characters
❏ less common languages
❏ complex title page, many 

information
❏ …

❏ Enrich poor or low bibliographic 
ranked records 
❏ select metadata

❏ Test different types of 
attachments

❏ Test multiple enrichments 
workflows

❏ Test the App

❏ Identify uncatalogued sets of 
books

❏ Identify which resources would 
benefit from enrichment



Let’s think about it

❏ At what stages of resource management will we apply AI Metadata 
Assistant?
❏ Acquisition task?
❏ New books or retrospective cataloging?
❏ Current cataloging workflow?

❏ Can we further improve the way we use the Assistant?

❏ More automation

❏ Bulk creation or enrichment

❏ Deduplication processes

❏ Item creation



Let’s think about it

❏ How to manage the use of the Assistant?
❏ Who? 

❏ Different levels of expertise

❏ Staff training?

❏ Evaluate which method is the most effective: AI help or ‘classic’ manual 
cataloguing?

❏ How can we increase the skill level of judgement for quality control and 
metadata validation?

❏ How can we convey staff that this is a value-added task aimed at 
increasing the discoverability of resources?



Let’s think about it

❏ Test other workflows including additional tasks?

❏ Check repository and identify poor records

❏ Check repository and identify format validation issues

❏ Automatically fix errors

❏ Clarivate|Ex Libris has recently launched LibOW
❏ “a low code/no-code automation solution”

❏ Other libraries have set up workflows based on Microsoft 
PowerAutomate
❏ For catalog revision, quality control, metadata enhancement
❏ (State Library Victoria) (KBR)
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Thanks!


