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Introduction

v' Aquatic literacy (AL), which encompasses aquatic skills, safety knowledge as well as
confidence in water, is critical for drowning prevention and lifelong engagement in aquatic
activities (Mekkaoui et al., 2022).

v'  Although drowning remains one of the leading causes of accidental mortality among children
in Europe (ref), regional disparities in AL level remain understudied. The EU-funded ALFAC
project addresses this gap by assessing AL in children (aged 6—12 years) across seven g
European countries, including Belgium and the region of Wallonia.

v' The ALFAC protocol offers a range of tools to better understand the differences between
individuals and to analyse the factors that could influence the level of aquatic literacy.

v' Preliminary measurements collected from primary school children were analyzed with the
aim of investigating factors that may influence aquatic literacy in Wallonia

Motor aquatic domain

* Entry in the * Exit from the water

* Orientation and re-orientation in the water

* Submersion * Belly and back propulsion * Treading water
* Floating * Breathing

* Abllity to swim with clothes on * Combining aquatic tasks
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Discussion and conclusion

These findings are in accordance with previous studies (D’Hondt et al., 2021;
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b 5 Jidovtseff et al., 2024; Pharr et al., 2018) and underscore the interplay of
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—t—— 3_:{& part of AL development. Swimming at school and extra-scholar swim lessons
. ——| | | are critical for AAS and AL development.

e & . | This research provides a better understanding of the correlates of AL level in
— i_l__._ Y Walloon children. Such knowledge allows to put forward proposals for
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