BABEL Doctoral Colloquium 2025

Venue: KANTL – Ghent (Koningstraat 18, 9000 Gent)
Wednesday – 10 September, 12:30 PM

12:30–13:00 – Registration, welcome coffee, and sandwich lunch
13:00–13:10 – Opening remarks by Benjamin De Vos, President of BABEL (Ghent University; Bmardvos.devos@UGent.be)
13:10–14:00 [Chair: Benjamin De Vos] – First Specialist Course – An Van Raemdonck (Ghent University) – title to be confirmed (an overview of the principal theoretical perspectives in the anthropological study of Islam and the associated critiques, with particular attention to gender-related dimensions)
14:00–14:30 – Safia Zghal (ULB and Paris-Sorbonne; safia.zghal@ulb.be; Safia.Zghal@etu.univ-paris1.fr) – Topic: “Averroès en débat : réappropriation de la falsafa dans le dialogue entre Faraḥ Antūn et Muḥammed ʿAbduh (1902-1903).”
14:30-14:50 – coffee break
Doctoral Student Presentations Session (Antiquity)

[Chair: Julien Dechevez]
14:50–15:20 – Liselotte Liegeois (ULiège) – Subject: “La religio dans les débats politiques publics tardo-républicains : un concept à revoir » (l.liegeois@uliege.be)
15:20–15:50 – Steven Geusens (VUB) Steven.Koen.Geusens@vub.be; steven.geusens1@outlook.com – Subject: “When a god disappears: The case of the decline of Mithras worship in the Roman world.”
15:50–16:20 – Corinna May Lhoir (Ghent University – Hamburg Universität) – Illuminating the Yogapradīpa: A Study of its Sanskrit Origins and its Old Gujarati Bālāvabodha and Ṭabo Commentaries – corinna.lhoir@uni-hamburg.de.
16:20-16:50 – Simon Lambert (Université de Namur) – Consecratio et construction de “symbols mémoriels”: le role des divinisations dans la legitimation impériale auprès de l’aristocratie romaine. - simon.lambert@unamur.be.

[Chair: Benjamin De Vos]
17:00–17:50 – Second Specialist Course – Daniel Barbu (CNRS – Laboratoire d’études sur les monothéismes/Paris) – Werewolves, Sorcerers, and Scholars. Some thoughts on the Role of Comparison in the History of Religions.  

18:00–20:45 – Networking event – Reception at KANTL

Thursday, 11 September

[Chair: Sofia Nikitaki]
8:30–9:20 – Third Specialist Course – Catherine Dromelet (Antwerp University) – “The Early Modern invention of Fanaticism. Focus on Hume and Hartley"
9:20–9:50 – Coffee break
Second Session of Doctoral Student Presentations (Medieval and Modern Times)

[Chair: Sofia Nikitaki]
9:50-10:20 – (to be filled in)
10:20-10:50 – (to be filled in)
10:50–11:20 – Nyala Karla Nauwelaers – (VUB: Nyala.Karla.Nauwelaers@vub.be) – Subject: Social Time and Desacralization. On the Changing Nature of Sundays in Belgium.

11:40–12:10 – Lina Vekeman (Lina.Vekeman@UGent.be; Ghent University) – Topic: ‘The Aestheticization of Religion in Walter Pater’s Marius the Epicurean.’
12:10-12:40 – Anne-Catherine Pardon (ETF Leuven-VUB) – “When a Nazi-Theologian speaks out. Gerhard Kittel and the editorial history of his Die Judenfrage (1933:1,2/1934:3)” 
[Chair: Benjamin De Vos]
12:40–13:00 – Closing Session: Reflection on the Doctoral Colloquium and presentation of the topic for the International BABEL-Conference 2026

13:00–14:00 – Lunch

15:00-17:30: Activity – OMG! Op Stap met Romeinse Goden (Velzeke) 

