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The EU LIFE Carbon farming project aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 15% on 700 livestock farms in 6 EU countries. The objective is to achieve a total of 350.000 t CO2 eq. avoided in 2027 through low carbon practices. The results presented give an overview of the strategies chosen by farmers to achieve this goal. The different categories of action levers aim to improve herd management, herd feed, land use, energy use and carbon sequestration. The database includes 40 farms in Belgium (BE), 324 in France (FR), 16 in Germany (DE), 26 in Ireland (IRL), 33 in Italy (IT) and 125 in Spain (SP) for a total of 564 farms. In FR and BE, production systems are: dairy (D), dairy with crops (D+C), dairy with beef (DB), beef (B), beef with crops (BC) and dairy and beef with crops (DBC)). In DE, only D and DC are presented. In IRL, SP and IT, farms belong to D or B. Thirty-one levers are offered to farmers, who can choose more than one. Carbon gains from lower emissions and carbon sequestration are estimated considering the expected impact of low-carbon practices. The choice of levers depends on the country and the production system. In BE, 39 out of 40 farms have chosen to improve herd management. The most popular lever aims to decrease the age at first calving (73%). In FR, extending the rotation period of temporary grassland was selected in 51% of farms. In IRL the increasing use of protected urea is widely favoured (83%), while in DE it is the planting of hedges (81%). In IT, farmers choose to improve animal welfare (80%). In SP, the use of food additives is envisaged by 70% of farms D, while B farms aim to reduce the percentage of protein in the ration. The total expected carbon gains are 281624 t CO2 equ. The contribution of each partner to this result amounts to 13% for BE, 78% for FR, 1.5% for DE, 0.5% for IRL and finally 7% for SP. The estimate in IT must be finalised.

