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Panel description
Memories often emerge within and through our relations, which can include other forms of life with whom we share a place. Accordingly, there are mnemonic consequences for human and more-than-human beings when they are subjected to the drastic and sometimes violent ecological shifts of the contemporary period. Remembering is affected when the landscapes human and nonhuman beings inhabit are ravaged by the effects of climate change and war, or when the ecologies they are embedded in are unmade and remade through capitalist extraction, exploitation and pollution. In times of environmental transformation and loss, what role does memory play for the displaced - when the familiar becomes unfamiliar, where individuals and communities have to live with others and environments unrecognizable to them? In this panel, rather than focusing only on the memory of ecological loss as source of grief, we ask how the relational conditions of remembering might be a means of coping, of reconnecting and reconstructing places of more-than-human habitation amidst precarity. While landscapes are known to be “repositories for belonging and meaning” (Filippucci 2016) for human beings, we want to reflect the active role of landscapes, (in)organic materials and substances, plants, animals, and other organisms in the co-creation of environmental memory. As much as more-than-human entanglements can nurture historical intimacy (Bonilla 2011), they may also generate forms of forgetting or “un-remembering”. What “traces of existence” remain in the environment and can reconnect us to forgotten pasts (Ogden 2021)? Conversely, which mnemonic traces are lost forever, compromising landscapes’ much-vaunted role as more-than-human archives? How do the affordances of memories change in rapidly transforming environments and which new meanings do memories acquire? Attending to more-than-human remembering invites multidisciplinary approaches and perspectives on memories between environmental reconstruction and transformation.
ABSTRACT ISABELLE BORSUS
Taxidermy Between Memory and Materiality: What Do Taxidermied Animals Tell Us About Our Relationship with Nature and Life?
A taxidermied animal is a repository of stories. As an object of memory, a trophy (the mounted head of an animal on a wall) or a "massacre" (french term for a skull accompanied by its horns or antlers) serves as the testimony of a successful hunt. The same animal, however, when placed in a natural history museum display, will become a reference point for our current or extinct biodiversity. At the same time, certain pets and famous animals, such as Knut the polar bear, born in 2006 at the Berlin Zoo, or Jojo, one of the chimpanzees from the animal park in Nancy, have had their bodies reconstituted and displayed after their death. In these cases, they no longer represent a species as a whole, but instead invite the public to reconnect with the uniqueness of a particular animal.
This presentation will explore the material and memorial dimensions of taxidermy as a complex practice situated at the intersection of life preservation and evocation of the past. As hybrid objects, taxidermied specimens oscillate between tangible materiality and symbolic aura, embodying both the presence of a once-living being and the irreversible passage of time. Drawing on historical and ethnographic examples from research with taxidermists, museums, and owners of taxidermied animals in French-speaking Belgium, this study examines how taxidermy, in its attempt to freeze the animal's body in time, contributes to the production of cultural and ecological nostalgia and longing (Poliquin 2012). It explores how these specimens are infused with meanings that reflect human attempts to capture the ephemeral, to recreate connections to the past or to natural environments undergoing profound transformations. 
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