The Ethics of Researching the Far Right


The least we can say is that the study of far-right actors, ideologies, discourses and strategies has been a blooming field in political science (Castelli Gattinara 2020). Indeed, the threats, challenges and dilemmas posed by the far right have led to a growing interest of researchers willing to address, denounce and fight the rise of racist and sometimes fascist politics. Reflections on the methodological and ethical dimensions of the research on the far right are however surprisingly lacking in the field (Mondon 2023). As this void corresponds not only to a “gap in the literature”, but also often leads to tangible, violent consequences for the people targeted by the far right (Switzer and Beauduin 2023), the edited volume The Ethics of Researching the Far Right, which proposes a collection of short but impactful and sometimes provocative contributions, seems to arrive right on times – or even a little too late.
The volume is composed of six parts, each seeking to tackle a particular methodological or ethical challenge of far right research. The first part, named What's in a name, is dedicated to the discussion of what the far right is(n't) (Shroufi 2024), as well as to the exposition of critical reflections by far right researchers on their own practices – which is rare enough to merit mention. A particular focus is placed on the lack of engagement of political research on the far right with racism as a structural power that crosses and therefore structures (far right) research. In the same vein, the second part of the book discusses issues related to positionality, standpoint, and intersectionality. It offers a great entry point for those seeking insight into how privileges and the researcher's position influence research outputs. The third part then explores the relation between memory and far right studies. It is composed of chapters dealing, for instance, with heritage, archives, and the use of landscape for research purposes, each introducing scholars' reflections on original research methods.
The fourth part of the book aims to answer questions about creating safety and care when studying potentially harmful and violent actors. While some chapters recount an early career researcher's experience of online abuse during data collection, others (re-)situate far right research in the context of neoliberalism or offer reflections on ethics requirements. The fifth part discusses difficulties qualitative researchers might encounter while studying the far right. These difficulties relate for instance to the ethics of listening during oral history interviews with far-right activists, media or academic coverage of disengagement from white supremacist movements, and the collection and presentation of hateful and violent discourses. Finally, the last section explores the role of scholars as activists in disseminating their research. It is characterized by reflections on the roles of academics, journalists, and policy advisors in addressing far-right politics.
In conclusion, this edited book on The Ethics of Researching the Far Right can be seen as a kick in the anthill of far right studies. It paves the way for conducting science more reflectively and ethically by creating new methodological expectations and raising awareness of long-overlooked issues. The fact that the book is composed of many short chapters is practical for researchers looking for information or to discover new ways of conducting research. It will likely interest early-career researchers looking for guidelines in order to make their research more ethical and established academics wanting to critically examine their work. Furthermore, the important diversity of the many contributions collected does not impact the fact that the book can be regarded as a coherent whole, aimed not only at providing original answers to crucial questions, but also to create new interrogations and dilemmas. This is not only the sign that the book contributes to make the field healthier. For, by raising doubts and provoking thoughts, it fulfills the core task of scholarly work.
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