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Introduction

Urban agriculture (UA) is increasingly recognized for its multifunctional

nature and its ability to address diverse urban challenges—ranging
from food provision and social inclusion to environmental resilience and
circular resource use.

Located in urban or peri-urban areas, UA systems contribute to food
production while being socially, economically, and ecologically
Integrated into the urban aera. The diversity of forms:
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demonstrates the adaptability of UA, but also its complexity. As such,
understanding and supporting the development of UA requires a
cross-disciplinary approach.
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Within this context, Innovation emerges as a key driver for the
sustainable transformation of urban food systems. However,
Innovation In agriculture has traditionally been understood In narrow
terms—mostly technological, production-oriented, and technique-
based. In urban agriculture, innovation is not only about new tools or
Infrastructures, but also about rethinking relationships, practices, and
purposes.

This study is grounded In these reflections and seeks to address three
key questions: What are the main challenges faced by urban
agriculture today”? How can innovation provide effective responses to
these challenges in urban contexts”? How can such innovations be
made sustainable and locally relevant over time?
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iImplementation of innovative and context-relevant urban agriculture systems.

Global overview of innovation in UA
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