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BACKGROUND: VERB-PARTICLE CONSTRUCTIONS

1) Separable complex verbs (SCVs) VS. 2) Inseparable complex verbs (ICVs)

e.g., ‘De zon gaat onder.” (‘The sun goes down.’) e.g., ‘De man ondergaat zijn pijn.
(‘The man undergoes his suffering.’)

clear formal distinctions (separation vs. no separation)
... semantic differences? (2 main hypotheses)

1) Booij (2002) VS. 2) Blom (2004, 2005)
SCV = concrete/spatial vs. ICV = abstract/aspectual SCV = resultative vs. ICV = non-resultative
But, counterexamples for both hypotheses!

RQ: WHAT ARE THE SEMANTIC DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SCVS AND ICVs?

STUDY 1: CORPUS-BASED STUDY (CF. HYPOTHESIS BOOLlJ)
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STUDY 2: EXPERIMENTAL STUDY (CF. HYPOTHESES BOOlJ & BLOM)
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