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Organizing committee

Dr. Francoise Bafort, International Affairs Manager - IS Wasabi 2.0, University of
Liege (Belgium)

Camille Herben, Coordinator - Sll Wasabi 2.0, University of Liege (Belgium)

Pr. M. Haissam Jijakli, Full Professor, Coordinator of Center of research in Urban
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The URBAgriinn Days are organized by Wasabi 2.0, with the support of Wallonia.
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Institute of Environmental Science and Technology (ICTA-UAB), (Spain)

Dr. Frangoise Bafort, International Affairs Manager - IS Wasabi 2.0, University of
Liege (Belgium)

Eric Duchemin, Scientific Director & Adjunct professor - Urban agriculture Lab &
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Dr. Jess Halliday, Chief executive - RUAF, Urban Agriculture and Food Systems, (UK)
Camille Herben, Coordinator - Sll Wasabi 2.0, University of Liege (Belgium)

Dr. Ir. Jan Eelco Jansma, Senior Scientist - Wageningen Plant Research, Wageningen
University & Research, (The Netherlands)
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Agriculture - Gembloux Agro-Bio Tech, University of Liege, (Belgium)

Ir. Maylis Leblanc, research assistant UA - Gembloux Agro-Bio Tech, University of
Liege (Belgium)

Guillaume Morel-Chevillet, Urban agriculture & nature researcher & consultant -
ASTREDHOR, French Institut For Plants Professional, (France)

Monika Onyszkiewicz, Ecofeminism in practice & Food System in transistion -
FoodCityBoost, (Poland)

Marga Vintges, Strategic Advisor Horticulture Innovation and international
cooperation - Municipality of Westland and Greenport West-Holland, (The
Netherlands)
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@ Poster: resilient territorial planning & innovative UA governance

The Gardens of 'Coin de Terre': Social,
Environmental and Cultural Benefits

Pierre Ozer', Céline Martin?, Cécile Hoornaert®, Christian Jonet?, Alexis
Garcia®, Guénaél Devillet®, Logan Penvern’

1RIiCHES, UR Sphéres, University of Liége, 2 Centre d'Action Laique de la Province de Liége, 3 La
Bobine, 4 Ceinture Aliment-Terre Liégeoise, 5 Arsenic2, 6 SEGEFA, UR Sphéres, University of Liége, 7
SEED, UR Sphéres / LEDR, Gembloux AgroBio Tech, University of Liége

Community gardens, transdisciplinary research, Sustainable agriculture, Urban
gardening, Social integration & cohesion

Community gardens have existed since the 19th century, with the first worker gardens created
in England and Germany. In the 1890s, similar initiatives appeared in France and Belgium.
During the World Wars, “victory gardens” encouraged personal cultivation in response to food
shortages. Since the late 1990s, shared gardens have spread across Europe, inspired by North
American models. Despite the competition for land use in urban areas, community gardens
still arouses interest from urban and rural dwellers today, in particular to adress
contemporary challenges such as environmental sustainability, participatory democracy, and
the creation of social connections.

The “Coin de Terre” community garden in Bressoux is the largest collective garden in
Wallonia, covering nearly 6 hectares with around 290 cultivable plots, one per family.
Established in 1925, it promotes sustainable and inclusive food practices, bringing together
local actors to encourage healthy, environmentally respectful gardening. Located in the
urban Bressoux district, it offers affordable yearly plot rentals to local amateur gardeners.
The garden also serves as a socio-cultural laboratory, with partnerships from various
organizations like La Bobine, the Centre d'Action Laique de la Province de Liege, Arsenic2, the
Adoc theater company, the Maison de I'Alimentation durable et inclusive de Liege (MAdIL), the
Ceinture Aliment-Terre Liégeoise (CATL) and the University of Liege. Additionally, there are
two community plots for shared gardening and social integration.

Participant observation was used in a scientific study. It emerges first and foremost that
community gardens promote interactions between neighbors and create a sense of
belonging. Gardeners share advice, seeds, and harvests, which strengthens social cohesion.
Furthermore, it appears that for many socially vulnerable families, growing their own
vegetables provides access to fresh and healthy produce. Additionally, community gardens
are places of learning where both children and adults can discover gardening techniques,
biodiversity, and the importance of sustainable agriculture. Finally, many retired individuals
highlight that gardening is a beneficial physical activity for their health, helping to reduce
stress and promote an active lifestyle.

To preserve this remarkable site from real estate pressure, the partners secured the inclusion
of the “Coin de Terre de Bressoux” in the regional heritage inventory of Wallonia in early 2025.
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