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1. New Museology, Social Museology, and insurgent museologies:
The evolution of the debate and its significance for heritage 
studies (Manuelina)

2. Different approaches to urban and territorial planning:
How do they intersect with heritage studies (Giusy)



• Beyond the dichotomies (material x 
immaterial, cultural x natural,...), heritage 
studies, including Museology, have been 
dealing with heritage in an integrated way 
since at least the last decades of the 20th 
century.

• The concept of an integral or integrated 
museum appears in the Final Declaration 
of the Santiago de Chile Round Table in 
1972



1st ecomuseum - Creusot  Montceau-Les-Mines, 1971
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Pedagogy of liberation

Paulo Freire



patrimoine
population / 

societé territoire

right to memory 
desire of memory
right to exist - visibility / representativeness

SOCIAL 
MUSEOLOGY



patrimoine
population / 

societé territoire

tool for fighting



patrimoine
population / 

societé territoire

claim/
militancy

tool for fighting



patrimoine
population / 

societé territoire

claim/
militancy

tool for fighting
fight for land / 
for housing
fight for equal 
opportunities



patrimoine
population / 

societé territoire

claim/
militancy

tool for fighting
fight for land / 
for housing
fight for equal 
opportunities

protagonism

1rst person empowerment



Fortaleza

Some cases
Ecomuseum of the Mangrove
Fortaleza, Ceará - Brazil







CULTURAL BANKS 
(banques culturelles)

West Africa – in particular Mali, Benin, Togo and 
Guinea Conakry

Associative structures linking museum activities, 
economic activities and social activities in a space 
comprising a museum, a micro-credit center and a 
training center. 

Initially created in Mali to combat the looting and 
illicit trafficking of cultural goods became centers 
for the creation of income-generating businesses.



Muséobanque – Aubervilliers, France

Initiative of the association Maisons de la Sagesse-
Traduire (MdsT) including exhibition, seminar and other
initiatives

Project Archiving object stories (Archiver les récits 
d’objets) → Object biographies and shared cultural values

Goal:

To adapt to the French context the original initiative of 
African cultural banks (Banques Culturelles) -
preservation of heritage for local cultural and 
economic development.

To help micro-entrepreneurs realize their projects 
while highlighting the uniqueness of their individual 
journeys.



https://www.museobanques.org/

The value of the cultural “asset” serves as garantee for a 
personal loan to develop an income-generating activity. 
The object on display - until the loan is repaid - can be 
reclaimed by its owner at any time, particularly for 
ceremonial or ritual purposes.

Workshops to reflect on protocols for archiving object 
narratives and mediation methods.

Research question: 

how can we work with autobiographical stories, 
including non-verbal ones?



Museums and pedagogies of memory 

Different projects and actions, whether or not they are recognized as museums, use 
strategies based on heritage, memory and objects to stimulate dialogues, the exchange 
of experiences and the expression of emotions, among other things.



Museum of Broken Relationship
https://brokenships.com/





Museum of Ordinary Things 
Museu das Coisas Banais (Brazil)
https://museudascoisasbanais.com.br





Projeto Patrimônio para todos (Heritage for all)
“Box of memories"

https://patrimonioparatodos.wordpress.com/

The Heritage for All Project aims to raise young people's awareness of 
the importance of preserving cultural heritage, as well as to identify, 
record and disseminate the cultural references present in Fortaleza's 
neighborhoods in a participatory manner.

Escola de Artes e Ofícios
 Thomaz Pompeu Sobrinho
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How does this debate intersect with 
urban and territorial planning? 



planning
of the experts

VS

planning
for/with
the people

Robert Moses

Janes Jacobs



political nature of planning practice



planning as a matter of 
insurgent knowledge(s) 



planning as a matter of 
insurgencies 



insurgencies
in museologies

insurgencies 
in planning

Territorial Heritage (Magnaghi, 2021) 

collective maps, community plans, community exhibitions 



- our perspective, as experts, alone is insufficient 
to fully grasp the complexity of heritage-making 
processes

- we need to consider the perspectives of those 
who engage with territorial heritage, assign 
meaning to it, and take care of it

- we also need to consider that heritage sites are 
not isolated objects; rather, they exist within 
interconnected socio-ecological systems

- we seek to produce a document that can be 
shared with the communities we engage with, 
structured to organize action and to speak a 
language that resonates with both experts and 
decision-makers



collective maps, community plans, community exhibitions
- Pictures from the ongoing community planning process led by Antudo Lentini (IT), with students and scholars from the Univ. of Catania –

Source: Antudo Archive  
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Summarizing

- both museology and planning can serve as tools in the hands of 
communities engaged in heritage-making processes → n this sense, they 
can be interpreted as insurgent 

- as experts, we are called to contribute—each bringing our own 
perspectives—within a diverse mosaic of knowledge

- through co-production, we shape a system of understanding and action 
that, the more integrated and holistic it becomes, the more effectively it 
can provide answers to the challenges of climate change
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