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Table 1: Repatriation Policies for the Living and the Dead Implemented in twelve Non-EU Countries
with a Significant Emigrant Population Settled in the EU

Source: “MiTSoPro” project (2019).
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dual need monitor send back

foreign currency.

29 

authoritatively took the decision that every Tunisian

national must be repatriated

non-

negotiable benefit forever

one  cannot  [...]  deny  the  social  policies  adopted  by  [successive  Tunisian

governments] [...] even though their purpose may be questionable.
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people were

afraid of being attacked by these bodies
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34 

don’t have a budget for death

35 first there was a rumour

Either you go and take your body with an undertaker, or the body will be burnt! [...] When
we heard this, we confronted the consulate and the Tunisian state so that it would assume
its responsibility and bury its patriots. As a precaution, we launched a fund to collect the
bodies.  In forty-five minutes,  we collected 16,000 euros. People were touched [...].  Because
we’re not used to this. If the Tunisian state didn’t take care of it, we would have insurance
[...] The state takes care of everything, but it’s paid for with the citizen’s money, the state
doesn’t have any money, it’s our money [...] so that’s why we said that the state of Tunisia
must assume its responsibility.

36 

37 

It took forty-eight hours, it

was fast, because it was going to explode, or else it was going to make a lot of noise, it was going

to do damage.
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I vote, I pay taxes and I have demands. I have the right to know where my money is being
spent.  Today,  we  are  close  to  mistrust.  With  COVID,  we  are  in  a  state  of
mistrust.

39 

“The State Will Give in”: Mobilisation of the Senegalese Diaspora for

the Lifting of the Temporary Ban on Body Repatriation

40 

Sénégalais de l’Extérieur
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self-evident

does not have a cemetery
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To repatriate  or  not  to

repatriate, that’s the question. Why, who, and how?

on the basis of objective criteria

rather emotional

sensitive typology of deaths

these are quite painful situations for the state, and we really do make a gesture

to  support  the  families

43 

We’d be there, checking, quibbling over small criteria, at a time when the family of the
deceased is suffering, can’t even mourn. And what does that lead to? [...], Someone will make
a speech or post a text on social networks against the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, or against
a particular minister, imagine the effect [...] We are managed by politicians, they tend not to
publicise the matter too much.

44 

its  children sensitive

emotional is not abandoning

45 

We  cannot  repatriate  all  the  bodies  and  we  prefer  to  repatriate  brains  than
bodies
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[The families] saw their loved ones rejected in their own country [...] why reject a body? It’s
a  cowardly  thing  to  do.

48 

49 

Collectif  pour le Rapatriement des Corps

50 

There was a general outcry [...] They preferred not to eat, not to drink, there were people
crying, it was their number one concern [...]. This was all people were talking about, we were
even  telling  them,  there  is  aid,  we  don’t  need  it,  we  want  to  repatriate.
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Jambaar

Jambaar

53 

I would prefer things to be left as they are and for the families to organise themselves and
for  the  associations  to  do  what they  usually  do  [...]  COVID has  made  things  worse  and
created a number of problems. I’m especially afraid that the state will make things more
complex  [...]  It  shouldn’t  replace  associations  and  families.
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