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 :&%ل#لا

 ةر=ث #عG ،ة>Eن=-لا ةلو#لا اه>لع ف.@ت ي-لا "ةقلغ)لا" ت=>"لا يف 289لا تلاماع جا2-حا 1م ةح.-ق)لا ةلخا#)لا أ#"ت
 لا" :-ة>"8جأو ة>لaم ة>ملاعإ لئاسوو 9ن=ت يف نو.>T]لا هلقا8ت WXلاو- اه)هأ ة.>ST تاراعش 1هعفرو ،2011 يفناج 14
 ،Xر=WSلا ما8lلا ىلع ةر=ث تاجا2-حلاا هWه ه>ف ."-عت WXلا iق=لا يف ".)يج.ف( Xر=fز يف ة.ح انأ ...Xر=)خ لا ... را)خ
 للاغ-سا 1م ع=ن 8l<q-لا اWه ."-عnُو .ةاواE)لاو ق=قaلاو تاa.nلل ةsقا8)لا لئاE)لا #ی#ع ة8ه)لا هWهلةلو#لا 8l<qت ح.noو اWه
 ،يلا)سأ.لا ما8lلا يف ةعاX GsأS ءا8Eلا داEجأG .جا-تو "ةدا=ق" ةلو#لا را"-عا ىلإ }هWی zع"لا نأ لب 1ه@>)هتو ءا8Eلا
 ،�لذ للاخ 1مو ؛ةقر=لا هWه يف ه�>]ف-لواحأس ام اWه .ةلو#لا "ة�ا)ح" ىلإ 289لا تلاماع ةجاح ع8)� لا اWهف �لذ عمو
 ل)علا 1م ة8یا"-م ةE=nن فقا=)ل جn.ع-لا 1م ء#ب Xذ �داG �لoنأس .289لا تلاماعل يجا2-حلاا لعفلا ل�@تة>ف>q Sهف
 1>ب نزا=-لا 1م ع=ن ع)-2)لا #جوأ را)ع-سلاا ل"قف ؛ا>�nرات ي28Eلا ل)علل ة>Eن=-لا ةلو#لا 8l<qت لوا8تأسو .ه)>8lتو ي28Eلا
 ف.oلا zغ ىلإ qهاعد ام ،اه>لإ Xر=WSلا ع)-2)لا ةجاح �.خأ ةهج 1مو ةهج 1م 289لا ةلماع zفر :ا)هو s<1قا8-م
 ة�>)لا يهو ،9ن=ت ة8ی#م يف ،يfورولأا �)8لا ىلع ،"�لغ)لا ل�8)لا" عضو 1م لوأ =هف يEن.فلا را)ع-سلاا امأ .1ه>لع
 " فا.�لأا zعi Gماق 2011 يفناج 14 ةر=Tلا #عfو .ل�علاو �>��-لا 1م اً#�nم =aن اه2-م ،اهب لماعت ي-لا ة>ساسلأا
 يf.علا ع)-2)لا ةn=ه عم ىفا8-ی 289لل ةلو#لا 8l<qت نأ ءلا�ه ."-عاو ،ي28Eلا ل)علا ت=>ب zعG قلاغإG "ةف.o-)لا ة>8ی#لا
  .يملاسلإا

 لولاا جا2-حلاا ناS .فا.�لأا هWه ل"ق 1م 1ه#ی#هتو،ةقلغ)لا ت=>"لا قلاغإ 1ع جا2-حلال 289لا تلاماعG �لذ �دأ
 ةns.ع ع>ق=ت  ىلإ ةفاضلإاG اWهةلو#لا ىلع ةoغاض ،ة.>ST تاجا2-حا #عG ا)>ف iلا-ت qث ،يE>سأ-لا 9ل2)لا مامأ ناك
 ،1هعم تلاباقم ة#ع ni.جأو ،1هتاجا2-حا لقن ملاعلاا لئاسوو #ئا.2لا zعi Gلواح و اWه .1>لو�E)لا zع"ب ءاق-للااو
 ة>عا)-جلاا 1هلكا@م 1ع �ی#aلاو 1هتا�اور ع)Eن اa8"صأو ،ة@)ه)لا ة�فلا هWهل ةماه ة>ملاعإ ةدام ا8ی#ل ح"صأ �>ح
 .ة>�aلاو ة�دا�-قلااو

 يف 1هعم تلاباق)لا ىلإ ةفاضلإاG تلا2)لاو #ئا.2لا يف ةر=@8)لا تلااق)لا zع"ب ة>aT"لا ةقر=لا هWه يف 1>ع-سأس
 WXلا ؛289لا تلاماع جا2-حلا يEن=-لا ع)-2)لا تلاT)ت ل>لa-ب م=قأ يS ،ع=ض=)لا اWه iلوا8ت ي-لا ة>ن=�nفل-لا جما."لا
 .�لذ لS 1م ةلو#لا عق=م qهف لواحأسو .1هل)ع يف فا.�لأا zعG لخ#-ل �قا8مو zفارو #ناEم 1>ب حوا.-ی



 .>غ ،ةلو#لا  1م ة�ا)aلا }لoل ةaلم ة=عد لاإ يهام "ةقلغ)لا" ت=>"لا ح-فG 1ه-"لاoمو 289لا تلاماع جا2-حا نإ 
 اذإ - ةدا=ق ل)علا يف qهاEت ةلو#لا نأ ي8ع� اWه لهف .اهتاذ ةلو#لا ف.� 1م اهللاغ-ساو ة�فلا هWه �>)هت يف8ی لا �لذ نأ

 اهی#ل iق=لا 9فن يفو ،1هق=ق8a)8ه�8)ت لاو ةما-لا ةGاق.لا 1ه>لع ض.فتو 289لا تلاماع 1م }ئا.sلا Wخأتو -.>"ع-لا زاج
 .>>غت ةلواaم =aن ة=oخ عرا@لا ىلإ 289لا تلاماع جو.خ را"-عا �1)� لهو ؟.ملأا ىع#-سا ام لS 1هب ة>sa-لل دا#ع-سا
 �قا8ی ة#ی#ج ةلح.م 1ع ،ا)fر ،ث#a-ن �لذ ا8لع�2 لهو ؟ة�فلا هWه هل ض.ع-ت ي-لا للاغ-سلاا حsفل ةلواaمو ،1هعضو
 ؟.يEن=-لا ع)-2)لا يف )289لا =هو( تاه=با-لا #حأ اه>ف

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abstract: 

This proposed study begins with the protests of sex workers in Tunisia’s state-supervised 
"closed" brothels following the January 14, 2011 revolution. These workers raised numerous 
slogans, the most notable beingwidely circulated within Tunisia and local and international 
media - "No veil... no hypocrisy... I am free with my vulva." While these protests are considered 
a rebellion against the patriarchal system, the state's regulation of this profession raises 
numerous issues conflicting with freedoms, rights, and equality. This regulation is seen by 
some as a form of exploitation and marginalization of women. Some even argue that the state 
acts as a "pimp," commodifying women's bodies as goods within the capitalist system. Despite 
this critique, sex workers still require state "protection." This paper aims to dissect this paradox 
and understand the formation of sex workers' protest actions. 

The paper begins by exploring varying feminist perspectives on sex work and its regulation. It 
delves into the historical organization of sex work in Tunisia. Before colonization, society 
struck a balance between two contradictions: rejecting sex workers on the one hand and 
acknowledging the male-dominated society’s need for them on the other, leading to tacit 
tolerance. French colonization institutionalized the "closed house" system based on European 
models in Tunis, intensifying isolation and control. After the January 14, 2011 revolution, 
certain "extremist religious" groups shut down some brothels, arguing that state regulation of 
sex work contradicts the Arab-Islamic identity of the society. 

This closure prompted sex workers to protest against the shutdowns and threats from these 
groups. Their first protest occurred outside the Constituent Assembly, followed by numerous 
other demonstrations exerting pressure on the state. They also signed petitions and met with 
officials. Various newspapers and media outlets covered their protests, conducting interviews 
that shed light on the lives of this marginalized group, revealing their social, economic, and 
health struggles. 

This paper draws on newspaper and magazine articles and interviews with sex workers on 
television programs to analyze Tunisian society's representation of their protests. These 
representations range from support and rejection to debate over third-party interference in their 
work. Additionally, the paper seeks to understand the state's position on these issues. 



The protests by sex workers and their demands to reopen "closed houses" are urgent calls for 
state protection. However, this does not negate the marginalization and exploitation they 
experience at the hands of the state itself. Does this imply that the state acts as a "pimp"- 
collecting taxes from sex workers, subjecting them to strict surveillance, denying them their 
rights, and sacrificing them whenever necessary? Can sex workers taking to the streets be 
considered a step toward changing their status and exposing the exploitation they endure? 
Could this signify a new phase where one of society's taboos -sex- is openly discussed in 
Tunisia? 


