Figurative
semograms

from a typological
perspective

How classifier studies have advanced
our understanding of form-meaning
pairings in writing systems worldwide




Outline of the talk

* Universals of writing systems
* Three levels of meaning
* Three types of iconicity
* Four kinds of semograms
* Fundamental question - Types of relations

between the iconic and linguistic meanings of
figurative semograms

* Rhetoric - From horizontal and vertical relations to
synecdoches

* Semiotics — Modelling simple, additive and
combined types of synecdoches
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iconic and linguistic meanings

I Fundamental Can one model the relations between the
question of figurative semograms?

2.2  The "Signified Elect"

The question that naturally arises here is how the choice of pictorial
signifier was made, whether consciously or unconsciously.

(Goldwasser 1995: 31)

The meaning of a hieroglyph activated as a classifier in the Egyptian script is made up of two
components:

1. Its iconic meaning, i.e. its pictorial value.

2. The meaning it acquires when serving in the role of classifier. The second meaning can
be identical to the iconic meaning or may differ emphatically from it.

(Goldwasser 2002: 13)



1) Taking the horizontal and vertical axes of classifier studies
(Goldwasser 1995 ; 2002)

M th d 2) Resorting to the concept of synecdoche introduced by Lincke
etno (2011) in Egyptology

3) Generalizing its application based on Groupe p’ (1970)
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Types of synecdoches

Synecdoche (/srnekdaki/ sih-NEK=
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Synecdoche is a basic stylistic figure that
substitutes one term for another, more
general or more specific, along two axes:
part-whole (meronymic) and genre-
species (taxonomic)



Types of synecdoches

Synecdoche (/srnekdaki/ sih-NEK= ' pe of metonymy; it is a figure
of speech that uses a term for a part o ing to refer to the whole (pars pro
toto), or vice versa (totum pro parte)./?) The term is derived from Ancient
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Combined synecdoche (1)
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In the Aztec script, the
composite glyph showing a
basket, jar and cups
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Combined synecdoche (2)

Metaphor as double (gen.) taxonomic synecdoches
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SUPER-FAST (AND
DANGEROUS) ENTITIES
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(Goldwasser 1995: 60-61)
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