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METHODOLOGI CAL I SSUES FOR THE 
COMPARATI VE ANALYSI S

-  Difference betw een «  public service »  and «  public 
sector »

-  Diversity of the legal statute, organisat ion and 
financing of the public audiovisual sector

-  Diversity of account ing system s

-  Transparency problem s in som e countr ies



OPERATI ONAL DEFI NI TI ON OF THE AUDI OVI USAL PUBLI C SECTOR 
DU SECTEUR PUBLI C DE L’AUDI OVI SUEL FOR STATI STI CAL 

ANALYSI S

All public audiovisual com panies and organisat ions from  
the sect ions 5 9 , 6 0 , 6 3  et  7 3 .1 2  of the NACE Rev.2  :

59 Mot ion picture, video and television program m e product ion, 
sound recording and m usic publishing

act ivit ies

60 Program m at ion and broadcast ing act ivit ies ( radio, 
television, on- line services)

63 I nform at ion (portals, news agency,…)

73.12 Media representat ion (adversit ing sales houses)



SOME FURTHER COMPLEMENTARY 
I SSUES

-  m ake agregates w ith consolidated ( group)  or  
unconsolidated accounts ?

-  w hat  about  t ransm ission act ivit ies ? ( NACE Rev 2  : 6 1 . 
Telecom m unicat ions)

-  w hat  about  m ixed ow ned com panies ( public/ pr ivate)  ?

-  w hat  about  the Dutch broadcast ing associat ions ?

-  how  to deal w ith the fact  that  costs of the licence fee 
collect ion are or  not  coverred by the PSB com panies ?



DI VERSI TY OF THE FI NANCI NG OF THE PUBLI C 
RADI O- TELEVI SI ON COMPANI ES

Public funds : licence fee, grants, taxes on services, 
convent ion with public bodies, others

Com m ercial incom e : advert ising, sponsoring, 
m erchandising, sales of r ights, subscript ion revenues, 
dist r ibut ion revenues (cable, satelite, I PTV…), facilit ies 
services, other com m ercial incom e,…

Other revenues

but  a lso…

… other m ethods of financing (debt  garantee, capital inject ion, 
free access to spect rum ,…)



DI VERSI TY OF THE ORGANI SATI ON 
MODELS

-  I ntegrated m odels :  radio +  TV +  on- line services 
(BBC, RAI , ARD,…)

-  Fragm ented m odels :  var ious ent it ies for  radio and 
television (France, Sweden,…)

-  Various m odels for  regional te levision (France 3 vs ARD 
I I I  vs Autonom icas)

-  Possible autonom ous com panies for  product ion (France 
2 Ciném a, Studio Ham burg, Bavaria,…)

-  Possible autonom ous com panies for  archives ( I NA, 
DRA,…)



TRANSPARENCY I SSUES

-  I m portant  im provem ents thanks to the W eb 
possibilit ies

-  Collaborat ion w ith EBU : very useful,  but  gaps in the 
data collect ion process and som e w eaknesses in the 
quest ionnaire

-  Slow  access to accounts

-  Reports not  a lw ays accessible on- line

-  Som e com panies never answ er to our requests

-  Difficult ies in obtaining consolidated breakdow n of 
revenues

-  Confusion  betw een «  other com m ercial incom e »  and 
« other incom e »



METHODOLOGY  FOR THE FI NANCI AL 
ANALYSI S OF TELEVI SI ON COMPANI ES

-  Analysis of non- consolidated accounts of 6 0 8  
com panies

-  Typology of com panies providing TV channels
-  SPTV : public TV com panies

-  ADTV : generalist  channels financed by advert ising

-  PAYTV :  f ilm  pay- TV channels ( including Canal+ )

-  PACKTV :  packagers ( BskyB, Canalsat , Prem iere,…)

-  THTV : providers of them at ic channels

-  HSTV : hom e- shopping



NUMBER OF COMPANI ES I NCLUDED I N  THE 
FI NANCI AL ANALYSI S ( EUR 2 7 )  

( 2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 5 )
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OPERATI NG REVENUES OF THE VARI OUS 
TV FAMI LI ES 

( 2 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 5 )  ( Th. EUR)
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AVERAGE YEARLY GROW TH OF THE 
VARI OUS TV FAMI LI ES 

( 2 0 0 1 / 2 0 0 5 )  ( in % )
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PROFI T MARGI N OF THE VARI OUS TV 
FAMI LI ES 

( 2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 5 )  ( in % )
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PROFI T MARGI N OF RADI O AND TELEVI SI ON 
COMPANI ES 
( 2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 6 )  

( in % )  
Source : OBS
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PROFI T MARGI N OF RADI O AND TELEVI SI ON 
COMPANI ES 
( 2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 7 )  

en %
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BREAKDOW N OF NET REVENUES OF RADI O AND 
TV COMPANI ES I N  2 0 0 5   ( EUR 2 7 )
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REVENUES OF PUBLI C BROADCASTI NG 
COMPANI ES ( 2 0 0 6 )  

(  EUR MI LLI ON)  
Source : OBS
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REVENUES OF PUBLI C BROADCASTI NG 
COMPANI ES ( 2 0 0 6 )  

( EUR Million)  
Source : OBS
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REVENUES OF PUBLI C BROADCASTI NG 
COMPANI ES ( 2 0 0 6 )  

EUR Million 
Source : OBS
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BREAKDOW N OF REVENUES OF PUBLI C 
BROADCASTI NG COMPANI ES ( 2 0 0 6 )  

Source : OBS
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RELATI ONS BETW EEN I MPORTANCE OF PUBLI C 
FUNDI NG AND DAI LY AUDI ENCE MARKET 

SHARE ( 2 0 0 6 )
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TV LI CENCE FEE ( 2 0 0 7 )  ( I N  EUR)  

Source : OBS
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AVERAGE YEARLY GROW TH OF THE TV LI CENCE 
FEE ( 2 0 0 7 / 2 0 0 3 )  

Source : OBS
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CONTRI BUTI ON BY I NHABI TANT TO THE 
PUBLI C FI NANCI NG OF THE PSB ( 2 0 0 6 )  I N  EUR
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CONTRI BUTI ON BY I NHABI TANT TO THE 
PUBLI C FI NANCI NG OF THE PSB ( 2 0 0 6 )  I N  EUR
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AVERAGE EXPENDI TURE BY I NHABI TANT FOR 
THE FI NANCI NG OF THE PUBLI C AUDI OVI SUAL 

SECTOR ( 2 0 0 6 )  I N  EUR
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AVERAGE EXPENDI TURE BY I NHABI TANT FOR 
THE FI NANCI NG OF THE PUBLI C AUDI OVI SUAL 

SECTOR ( 2 0 0 6 )  I N  EUR
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RELATI VE I MPORTANCE OF THE NATI ONAL PUBLI C AI D 
TO THE PUBLI C AUDI OVI SUAL SECTOR AND OTHER 

SECTOR OF ACTI VI TI ES 
( EUR 2 5  - 2 0 0 6 )  

EUR Million 
Source : OBS and Scoreboard EC DG Com pet it ion
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FOR MORE INFORMATION :

http://www.obs.coe.int*http://www.obs.coe.int*

ht tp:/ / w w w .obs.coe.int  
ht tp:/ / m avise.obs.coe.int
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