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Buttgenbach (1938)

Anceau et al. (2017)

The history of mineralogy in Liège



Armand Lévy (1828-1830)

Buttgenbach (1938)

Willemite, Zn2SiO4, Moresnet
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André Dumont (1835-1857)

Gustave Dewalque (1857-1891)

© A Anceau



Giuseppe Cesàro (1891-1921)

• Born in Naples in 1849

• Crystallographer and mathematicien

• Founder of the Liège Mineralogy school

• Mathematics teacher of Prince Léopold III

• Author of the new species fraipontite, 

richellite, destinézite, cornétite, koninckite

Cesàro Ungem.Buttgen.



The Cesàro collection
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Isoscelohedron {8.8.16.3} 



The Cesàro collection
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The Cesàro collection
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Henri Buttgenbach (1921-1946)

• Born in Ensival in 1874

• Katanga expeditions

• Discovery of U in Katanga

• Author of cesàrolite, thoreaulite 

and fourmariérite

Cesàro Ungem.Buttgen.



Buttgenbach collection

Diamonds, Kabambaie © Jeff Scovil

Thoreaulite, Kubitaka © Jeff Scovil

Gold, Kilomoto © Jeff Scovil
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Buttgenbach collection

Photos © F. Hatert

Cesàro Ungem.Buttgen.



Fire in the Mineralogy museum (1944)

Buttgenbach (1944)

Systematic collection

4500 → 1500

Belgium

625 → 80

Congo

395 → 356

Meteorites

Intacte

Petrographic coll.

300 → 0

Research coll.

1850 → 0

Cesàro coll.

90 % de perte

September 7th, 1944

Cesàro Ungem.Buttgen.



Henri Ungemach (1879-1936)

• Mineralogist from Alsace

• University of Strasbourg (1904)

• Colleague of Cesàro and student of Friedel

• Collection acquired by ULg in 1937

Buttgenbach (1938)

Cesàro Ungem.Buttgen.



Ungemach collection

Silver, Les Chalanches

Gold, La Gardette

Sulfur, Girgenti, Sicily
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Cesàro Ungem.Buttgen.
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Ungemach collection



The mineralogy collection nowadays (B18)

Buttgenbach showcase
International collection showcases

Cesàro room



Mineralogy room at the 

« Maison de la Science »


