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Alterations in the Inscriptions of TT 84
on behalf of the Secondary Tomb Owner, Mery’

JULIANNA PAKSI'

ABSTRACT

Theban tomb no. 84 (T'T 84) was originally built for lamunedjeh, first royal herald under
the reign of Thutmose III, but already one generation later, it was appropriated by Mery, high
priest of Amun under Amenhotep II and owner of TT 95. The change in the identity of the
tomb owner is reflected in the inscriptions of TT 84: the name and titles of lamunedjeh and
his wife were often replaced by those of Mery and his mother. The walls and ceilings of the
tomb reveal a complex picture with several stages and patterns of intervention. This paper gives
an overview of the different scenarios and investigates the rationale behind their distribution
in the given spatial context. With the help of a detailed analysis of the available epigraphic
data, an inventory of which is presented in the paper, the study also aims at bringing us
closer to some of the intentions and priorities of the actors who—as either decision makers
or executors—were involved in the process of adapting the textual program of the tomb to
the identity of its new owner.

* The research for this paper was conducted with the financial support of the Swiss National Science Foundation as part of
my Early Postdoc.Mobility project titled Zéxtual composition of a tomb: The inscriptions of TT 84. Part of this study was pre-
sented at the Stindige Agyptologmkanﬁrenz in July 2022 in Wiirzburg. I wish to thank Alexandra von Lieven, Gabriele Picke,
Billy Bohm, and Joachim Quack for their feedback and the discussions following my lecture in Germany, from which this
paper largely benefited. I am also deeply indebted to Susanne Bickel and Andrea Loprieno-Gnirs for their continued support
for my work on the inscriptions of TT 84 in the framework of the Swiss Mission at Sheikh Abd el-Qurna of the University
of Basel, and I also thank Andrea Loprieno-Gnirs for her critical review of a previous version of this manuscript and for her
helpful suggestions for its improvement. I am similarly grateful to Gaélle Chantrain for proofreading the French abstract of
this paper as well as to the anonymous reviewers and the editors for their valuable comments and suggestions. Hieroglyphic
texts were generally transcribed with the help of /Ses/ in this study, the few transcriptions from the ceiling inscriptions of
the transverse hall of TT 84 (see nn. 188 and 193) are my own illustrations (cf. Paksr forthcoming b).
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