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1.PIRLS framework



PIRLS in brief 

Objectives

✓Assess the level of reading skills at a given point in schooling (grade 4).

✓Understand the elements of context – report on performance while
identifying potential levers to improve skills

✓To ensure a double comparability of the results: between countries and
over time.



PIRLS in brief 

✓Assess the two main overarching purposes for reading :

- literary experience ;

- acquire and use information.

Objectives



Reading to Acquire and Use Information

Documentary texts:

Texts that present a variety of text organizations 

(description, comparison, cause-consequences, etc.) 

and consist of structuring and illustrative elements 

such as diagrams, maps, photographs, inserts, lists 

or tables.



Reading for Literary Expérience

Literary texts :

Narratives: fictional texts that cover a variety of contexts, most often feature 
two main characters and develop a plot with one or two central events.



PIRLS in brief 

Purpose for reading and Comprehension processes

Assesment task

1 literary text + 10 à 15 items

1 documentary text +10-15 items



PIRLS in brief 

A balance between open questions and MCQ  



158 Schools

261 classes

4 279 students

242 teachers

145 principals

3 533 parents

Belgian (french) sample



2. Main results of the 2021 cycle



International
ranking



A subsample of comparable countries

Selection criteria :

■ The time of data collection: end of grade 4 ( wave 1 and 3)

■ Cultural proximity: EU countries + England

■ Four years of teaching reading



Ranking of the comparable countries (PIRLS 2021)

6 years old 

7 years old 

At comparable ages and 

grades, other education 

systems perform better !



A diagnostic large scale approach (PIRLS 2021) 



Insufficient mastery of comprehension processes at play in expert 
reading
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___Interpret/integrate and interprete and 
critique

___ Retrieve information and straightforward 
inferences 

Evolution of the average overall score according to the 

comprehension processes in FW-B (PIRLS 2021)



Visuel adapté de https://www.economiecirculaire.org

JudgeReact

Understand Interpret

A framework for expert reading adapted from Demers & 
Valiquette (2015) : to read and to enjoy/appreciate a variety of 
texts



Text rights

• Consensus

• Explicit et implicit

Reader's rights without 
betraying those of the text 

• Symbolic

• Possible meanings

Reader's rights if it is justified 

• A distanced look at textual 

features

Visuel adapted from https://www.economiecirculaire.org

JudgeReact

Understand Interpret

Reader's rights

• Emotional

judgment

A framework for expert reading adapted from Demers & 
Valiquette (2015) : to read and to enjoy/appreciate a variety of 
texts



3. Teaching Reading – The Key 
Principles of Effective Practice



5 Key Principles of Effective Practice (Bruggink et al., 2022)

1. Reading in a Meaningful and Functional Context 

2. In-Depth Interaction About Texts

3. Provide explicit Instruction in Reading Strategies

4. Integrating Reading Education with Other Subjects

5. Monitoring Factors Associated with Reading 
Comprehension and Differentiating Instruction

Evidence-Based Didactic Principles



4. Reading Teaching Practices 
According to PIRLS 2021



Schillings, P., André, M., & Dupont, V. (2023). Performances en lecture et pratiques de classe en Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles : L’urgence 
d’enseigner des stratégies de régulation, d’interprétation et d’évaluation. Nexus : Articuler Pratiques d’Enseignement et Recherches, 3(1), 73-94. 
https://doi.org/10.14428/nexus.v3i1

To illustrate the gap between the practices 
declared in FW-b and these 5 key principles

Belgian teachers ‘answers were contrasted to 
those of the subsample of comparable countries   

https://doi.org/10.14428/nexus.v3i1


1. Reading in a Meaningful 
and Functional Context 

4. Integrating Reading 
Education with Other 
Subjects

R7 

When you have reading instruction and/or do reading 

activities with the students, how often do you have the 

students read the following types of text (in print or digitally)? 
Check one circle for each line. 

Every day or almost every day 

Once or twice a week 

Once or twice a month 

Never or almost never 

B. Informational Reading Materials 
a) Nonfiction subject area books or textbooks 

b) Longer nonfiction books with chapters 

c) Nonfiction articles that describe and explain about things, 

people, events, or how things work (e.g., newspaper articles, 
brochures 

Key Principles  



Documentary texts are rarely used for reading instruction in Belgian french classes

Percentage of students whose teachers report having non-fiction materials read at 

least once a week during teaching and/or reading activities
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Récits Textes documentaires

Mean of the 
subsample

FWB

a) Nonfiction subject area books or textbooks 70% 34%

b) Longer nonfiction books with chapters 23% 9%

c) Nonfiction articles that describe and explain about things, 

people, events, or how things work (e.g., newspaper articles, 
brochures 

34% 22%

Documentary texts are on average less well 
mastered than literary texts



R11 

After students have read something, how often do you ask them 

to do the following? 

Check one circle for each line. 

Every day or almost every day 

Once or twice a week 

Once or twice a month 

Never or almost never 

a) Write something about or in response to what they have read  

b) Answer oral questions about or orally summarize what they have 

read  

c) Talk with each other about what they have read  

d) Take a written quiz or test about what they have read 

2. In-Depth Interaction 
About Texts

5. Monitoring Factors 
Associated with Reading 
Comprehension and 
Differentiating Instruction

Key Principles  



Table : Percentages of pupils whose teachers report offering these reading activities after students have read something at least once a 

week (PIRLS 2021)

An exploitation of the texts read in class focused on the evaluation of comprehension 
and few opportunities

-to interact with the content of the text
-to interpret, react and judge

Mean of the 

subsample
FWB

In-Depth Interaction 
about Texts

a) Write something about or in response to what they have 

read 
67% 17%

c) Talk with each other about what they have read  77% 43%

Evaluating comprehension

b) Answer oral questions about or orally summarize what 

they have read  91% 76%

d) Take a written quiz or test about what they have read 46% 75%



5. Monitoring Factors 
Associated with Reading 
Comprehension and 
Differentiating Instruction

Key Principles  R10 

How often do you ask the students to do the following 

things to help develop reading comprehension skills or 

strategies? 

Check one circle for each line. 

Every day or almost every day 

Once or twice a week 

Once or twice a month 

Never or almost never 

c) Explain or support their understanding with text 

evidence-

j) Self-monitor their reading (e.g., recognize when they 

don’t understand



Table : Percentage of students whose teachers ask students to do the following they have read something at least 

once a week (to help them develop reading comprehension skills or learn new reading strategies)

Mean of the 

subsample
FWB

External control c) Explain or support their understanding with text evidence
90% 82%

Internal control j) Self-monitor their reading (e.g., recognize when they don’t understand)
77% 47%

Comprehension is mainly monitored by teachers



5. Monitoring Factors 
Associated with Reading 
Comprehension and 
Differentiating Instruction

Key Principles  
R9 

How often do you do the following in teaching 

reading to this class? 

Never Check one circle for each line. 

Every or almost every lesson 

About half the lessons 

Some lessons 

b) Provide materials that are appropriate for the 

reading levels of individual students

i) Give individualized feedback to each student  



Poor consideration of individual differences

FWB

Moyenne 

pays de 

référence
b) Provide materials that are appropriate for the reading levels of 
individual students

45% 62,5%

i) Give individualized feedback to each student  26,4% 60,4%

Percentage of students whose teachers report providing feedback when teaching reading and/or activities 

at least one out of two reading lessons



1. Reading in a Meaningful and Functional Context 

2. In-Depth Interaction About Texts

3. Provide explicit Instruction in Reading Strategies

4. Integrating Reading Education with Other Subjects

5. Monitoring Factors Associated with Reading 
Comprehension and Differentiating Instruction

JudgeReact

Understand Interpret

A set of observations that point the need for effective practices   (Bruggink et al., 2022)



A set of observations that point to needs in terms of professional development.

https://www.pirls-fwb.uliege.be/cms/c_9466524/fr/pirlsfwb-des-exemples-d-epreuves

https://www.pirls-fwb.uliege.be/cms/c_9466524/fr/pirlsfwb-des-exemples-d-epreuves


Thank you for your attention !
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