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● The fanning-out effect reversed with 

backward recall.

● Does not support the encoding-resource 

mechanism as a plausible explanation.

● Better explained by a mechanism 

through which items become more 

resistant to output interference with 

additional free time.
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● Working memory performance improves with additional free time1.

● This free-time benefit grows across serial position2: The fanning-out effect.

● Current interpretation: Limited encoding resources that progressively 

replenish with free time3.

● Alternative hypothesis: Stronger resistance to output interference4 via a 

consolidation process. 0.00
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