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Theoretical
 Background



Consequences

1. Chronological limits (“Historical Situation”):
Neo-Sumerian (2150 to 1920 BCE)
Sumerian as everyday language (documents)
A formative phase of Sumerian literature

2. Texts as part of language description
focus on building activity
sites and history of research

3. Language description depends on 
selected texts



A Multilingual Textbook
Cooperation of Peter Werner 
(PeWe Verlag + OpenAccess)
• German (Walther Sallaberger) 
• French (Laurent Colonna d’Istria)

• English (Anna Glenn)
• Italian (Paola Paoletti)
• Arabic (Farouk Ismael)
• Turkish?
• ….



Gudea – Statue A - Amiaud Gudea Statue A – picture 

New copy - From copy to new copy
Author's perspective: The Materiality of Cuneiform Writing 

LCI



- Copies : some examples …. 

LCI



…. more examples 

LCI



… work in progress for Mari exhibition at Mariemont 
Museum in Belgium (Yahdun-Lîm inscription). 

Author's perspective: The Materiality of Cuneiform Writing 

LCI



A. Copy - making of  - Type 1  

T.23 – Statue I
Gudea 

T.22 – Statue C
Gudea  

- drawing on a quality photograph - vectorized signs

- Coreldraw / Adobe Illustrator –

- signs in black - use of signs for the same corpus

Author's perspective: The Materiality of Cuneiform Writing 

Statue B – Gudea 



T.31    - UR III

- drawing on a quality photograph - vectorized signs

- Coreldraw / Adobe Illustrator –

- signs in white - use of signs for the same corpus

A. Copy - making of  - Type 1  

Author's perspective: The Materiality of Cuneiform Writing 



Adminisrative texts – Lagash II 

- drawing on a quality photograph - vectorized signs

- Coreldraw / Adobe Illustrator –

- signs in white - use of signs for the same corpus

A. Copy - making of  - Type 1  

Author's perspective: The Materiality of Cuneiform Writing 






(re)working on Photoshop
drawing on tracing paper

T.14

-coloring signs 
-straightening signs

B. Copy - making of  - Type 2  

Author's perspective: The Materiality of Cuneiform Writing 



-text reconstruction-correction signs 
-straightening

T.14

B. Copy - making of  - Type 2  

Author's perspective: The Materiality of Cuneiform Writing 



B. Copy - making of  - Type 2  

Author's perspective: The Materiality of Cuneiform Writing 

-text reconstruction-correction signs 
-straightening -(re)working on Photoshop

-final cleaning






-drawing on tracing paper
from tablet

-cleaning in Photoshop 

-cleaning in Photoshop + 
Abobe Illustrator to finalize  

C. Copy - making of  - Type 3  

Author's perspective: The Materiality of Cuneiform Writing 



New copies for Sumerian Textbook and collations … Lipit-Eshtar B – AO 8863 - T.48
Author's perspective: The Materiality of Cuneiform Writing 



1. Object and Text

Didactics: Learning Cuneiform script



2. Graphic sequence and graphic layout in a case/block

Didactics: Learning Cuneiform script



Didactics: Learning Cuneiform script

3. Dialogue between PART. I and PART II (inclusion of cuneiform signs)



Didactics: Learning Cuneiform script

4. Lists of graphic sequences to learn = global method

names of gods names of cities



Didactics: Learning Cuneiform script

4. Lists of graphic sequences to learn = global method

personal names
List of verbal chains for the T.1 to T.15 



Didactics: Learning Cuneiform script

5. Signs to learn = classified according to the number of occurrences in this Sumerian Textbook



Didactics: Learning Cuneiform script

Picture – 
Stamped brick 

Picture – 
Inscribed brick 

Copie – 
Inscribed brick 

Copie – 
Stamped brick 

6. Texts - Object - Epigraphic table (for T.1 to T.7)



Picture – 
Stamped brick 

Picture – 
Inscribed brick 

Copie – 
Inscribed brick 

Copie – 
Stamped brick 

Didactics: Learning Cuneiform script
6. Texts - Object - Epigraphic table (for T.1 to T.7)



Didactics: Learning Cuneiform script
6. Texts - Object - Epigraphic table for T.47 – text from OB scholarly tradition 



Didactics: Learning Cuneiform script

7. Writing Sumerian in cuneiform



Didactics: Learning Cuneiform script

8. List of signs at the end of PART. II



Thank you for your attention !
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