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Abstract: Since 2020, by cross-referencing several databases, STATBEL has been able to 

estimate household car ownership on a fine spatial scale. Initial analyses have already been 
carried out on this subject within IBSA with a view to identifying the determinants of the spatial 
distribution of data relating to car ownership per household by statistical sector in the Brussels-
Capital Region and its surrounding areas (Ermans & Henry, 2022; Ermans, 2023).  
 
The distribution of this variable by municipality for Belgium as a whole shows that one of the 
main explanatory variables is household income. The aim is to gain a better understanding of 
inter- and intra-regional disparities in household car ownership and its interaction with average 
per capita income. This is the first stage in a more comprehensive analysis of the multiple 
determinants likely to explain the spatial distribution of the number of cars per household ratio 
within Belgium. 
 
At a time when the purchase price of new and used cars is rising rapidly and faster than 
household incomes, the question of social and territorial equity in access to the car is becoming 
an increasingly important issue. Environmental policies (ban of sales of new internal 
combustion cars from 2035, increasingly strict standards for low-emission zones in various 
major citiles) add weight to this challenge (Da Schio et al., 2023). 
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