
Centre de Recherche en Sciences de la 

Ville,

du Territoire et du Milieu rural

Maldague Hubert

Development(s) of a typology of the 
Walloon territory based on a variable-
mesh grid

Namur – March 15th, 2024

Belgian Geographers Day



A few words on the context

Pied de page 2

• Developed within the framework of the « Centre de 
Ressources » of the CPDT

• Conférence Permanente du Développement Territorial 
(Permanent Conference on Territorial Development of 
Wallonia)

• Update of a previous territorial typology developed as 
part of a three-year research of CPDT

• Part of a micro-location analysis of three emerging
economies (circular, digital and creative)



Territorial typology of 2021
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So, why spend time on a new typology?
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• Because of opportunities

• New data and… a new 
grid

• Variable-mesh grid
developed by Statbel
(2023)

• Four-dimensional
squares: 125, 250, 500 
and 1000 m

• General rule: 
population +, mesh
size -

 Well suited to taking account of 

urban diversity and phenomenona

that vary on a small scale in urban

areas!



Variables (2020)
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Variables (2023)
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Variable « Accessibility »

The more served station/stop 

buffer  Figure allocated to 

mesh (if intersect)



Train and bus accessibility
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Train and bus accessibility
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140 ?  No, not correct IRL



Train and bus accessibility
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You are here

More trains (more destinations), 

and no connection

Little station is closer, but fewer trains 

and a (discouraging) connection



Train and bus accessibility
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Methodology
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• Figures (9 variables) for each cell are 
normalised

• Explored by clustering analysis using
hierarchical ascending classification

• Best result: 10 classes



Results
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Results
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« old and 

traditionnal » 

industrial-residential

mixity

« new » industrial

areas (business 

parks,…)



The model can be improved
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• Lack of disparities in rural areas  new model?

• The « grey » class (intermediate densities and good 
road accessibility) hides too many disparities 
redefine accessibility and/or change the considered
road network?

• Add other variables (industrial wastelands, 
socioeconomic figures…) ?

• Develop it on Belgium as a whole.
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Thanks for your attention!


