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Introduction: Anatomy

spleen

stomach

stomach

spleen



Introduction: case reports

• Strangulation of small intestine through a rent in the 

gastrosplenic ligament: case series 

(Yovich et al, Vet Surg 1985)

• Incarceration of small colon through a rent in the 

gastrosplenic ligament in a pony : 1 case 

(Rhoads and Parks, JAVMA 1999)

• Incarceration of the large colon in the gastrosplenic 

ligament of a horse: 1 case 

(Trostle and Markel, JAVMA 1993)



Material and Method

• Review of medical records

• Complete physical 
examination, CBC and 
biochemistry, 
abdominocenthesis and US if 
possible

• Ventral midline exploratory 
laparotomy

• Needle decompression or 
enterotomy, correction of 
displacement

• Post operative intensive care



Results: signalment
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Results: clinical exam
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Results: clinical & ancillary exams
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Results: surgery
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Results: post-operative complications
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Discussion: ocurrence

Ulg: 3 cases in 7 years

<1% of all exploratory 

laparotomies

➔ Rare type of large 

colon displacement



Discussion: signalment
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Discussion: clinical presentation
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Discussion: clinical presentation
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Discussion: complications 
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Conclusions

Herniation of the large colon 

through the gastrosplenic 

ligament….  :

• Predisposition for large 

framed geldings ?

• Little alteration of physical 

exam or CBC

• Progressively worsening 

pain

• POI = possible post 

operative complication



Thank you for your attention
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