Schizophrenia and the Attribution of Interpersonal Intentions from Emotional Facial Expressions
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Abstract

Facial expressions of emotions convey information not only regarding an individual’s emotional state but also regarding their behavioral intentions in an interaction (Hess et al., 2000; Knudson, 1996). Frijda (1986) provided a framework that views emotion as states of action readiness.  States of action readiness describe the behavioral intention of individuals who are experiencing an emotional state, towards their environment. For example, anger and disgust are associated with rejection, happiness with approach. Several studies have indicated that schizophrenia patients show difficulties in the perception of emotion in others (e.g., Bediou et al., 2005). The present study investigated whether schizophrenia patients differ from normal subjects in their attributions of interpersonal intentions. For this, 20 schizophrenia patients and 20 healthy subjects matched for age, sex and education level rated emotional facial expressions of happiness, anger, and sadness on perceived dominance and affiliation intentions. We assessed the severity of symptoms and interpersonal problems. The analyses revealed that schizophrenia patients have reported more interpersonal problems than healthy subjects. Regarding the judgments of the interpersonal intentions, no significant differences emerged between the two groups. However, positive correlation between the severity of symptoms and the affiliation ratings for anger expressions emerged; in other words the higher severity symptoms the greater attribution of affiliative intentions to individuals showing expression of anger. This interpersonal judgment is surprising having regard to individuals showing expression of anger are usually judged as low affiliative by normal individuals (e.g., Hess et al., 2000). The implications of these results will be discussed.  
