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Cognitive models of social anxiety postulate that socially anxious individuals over-attribute a meaning of social threat to social signal (e.g., Clark & Wells, 1995; Rapee & Heimberg, 1997). This implicates that they should decode more threatening features in emotional facial expressions (EFE), and shows a decoding bias. Few studies have investigated the EFE decoding skills and social anxiety in children, and they have failed to evidence a negative evaluating bias in the processing of EFE (McCure & Nowicki, 2001; Winton et al., 1995; Melfsen & Florin , 2002). These previous studies have employed extreme prototypical EFE of anger-threat, neutral state or joy. This material has little ecological validity.  The stimuli are easy to decode and are likely to produce ceiling effect (Hess, Blairy & Kleck, 1997). The aim of the present study was to investigate the ability to decode EFE in children high in social anxiety using non prototypical EFE reflecting the real life expressions. We expected that children high in social anxiety are (1) more accurate in the decoding of anger and disgusted expressions than children low in social anxiety, and (2) tend to see more expression of rejection such as anger, disgust, and contempt in all EFE than children low in social anxiety.
Twenty non-clinical 8-12 years old children high in social anxiety were compared to 20 children low in social anxiety.  They were matched for sex and age. They had to decode 16 facial expressions portraying anger, joy, sadness or disgust.  These expressions were selected from a set of expressions from Hess and Blairy (1995). These EFE are less intense than the prototypical EFE usually employed.  Participants rated each EFE on seven-point scales labeled anger, disgust, joy, sadness, fear, contempt, surprise, embarrassment, and shame.
The results revealed that children high in social anxiety are less accurate in decoding EFE than children low in social anxiety F(1,38) = 5,69, p = .022. No significant interaction involving the emotion portrayed by the face emerged. No pattern of decoding error emerged. Overall, children high in social anxiety tend to see more disgust, contempt, and shame than children low in social anxiety (t(38) = 2.83, p =.007; t(38) = 2.59, p =.013; t(38) = 2.08, p=.043, respectively) while no difference emerged for anger, joy, sadness, fear, surprise, and embarrassment.  
The findings of the present study support the notion that children high in social anxiety show sensitivity to reject (disgust and contempt) and to social humiliation (shame) in the processing of EFE. However, despite non prototypical EFE, the present study as previous research, failed to show a specific evaluating bias. 
