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A 59-year-old man developed a fast-growing mycotic innominate
artery pseudoaneurysm complicating medically-treated mitral
endocarditis caused by methicillin-susceptible Staphylococcus
aureus. The pseudoaneurysm was revealed by ultrasound of the

supra-aortic trunks and confirmed by magnetic resonance angiog-
raphy (Fig. 1). The surgical treatment was performed with resec-
tion of the pseudoaneurysm and vascular reconstruction using
cryopreserved arterial homografts (Fig. 2).

Figure 1: (A) Magnetic resonance (MR) angiography at admission showed a subocclusion of the left common carotid artery and innominate artery atherosclerosis
without aneurysmal disease. (B) The MR angiography at 6 weeks showed a pseudoaneurysm of the innominate artery with a maximum diameter of 45 mm.

Figure 2: An intraoperative view; the pseudoaneurysm was resected and its
neck on the aortic arch was closed through a running suture after lateral
clamping of the aorta. Debranching of the innominate and the left common
carotid artery (CCA) was performed using cryopreserved homografts.

© The Author 2012. Published by Oxford University Press on behalf of the European Association for Cardio-Thoracic Surgery. All rights reserved.

IM
A
G
ES

IN
C
A
R
D
IO

-
TH

O
R
A
C
IC

SU
R
G
ER

Y

European Journal of Cardio-Thoracic Surgery 42 (2012) e89 IMAGES IN CARDIO-THORACIC SURGERY
doi:10.1093/ejcts/ezs400 Advance Access publication 6 July 2012

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/ejcts/article/42/4/e89/606589 by guest on 18 July 2025


