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➢ Southern Belgium: tackling ragweed at the beginning of the invasion

➢ The Walloon Ragweed Observatory

➢ The central role of citizen science: 
 - where are the populations? 

 - what are the introduction pathways?

➢ Can we slow down the curve? 

Plan
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The Walloon Ragweed Observatory

• Control is more efficient and less expensive early in the invasion process

• The potential impacts are high 

• BUT we needed more information about the situation

➔ Support from the regional authorities ➔ 



➔

Naturalists – Farmers – General public
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Engagement: Naturalists > General public >Farmers 
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→ 17 new populations
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→ 27 new populations
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→ 16 new populations
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The central role of citizen science: what are the introduction pathways? 
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Can we slow down the curve? 



Can we slow down the curve? 

Cumulative number of recorded populations of Ambrosia artemisiifolia in Walloonia

NB:
We ask people to record…
People record all species more often…



Can we slow down the curve? 

Cumulative number of recorded populations of Ambrosia artemisiifolia in Walloonia

All plants 
were 
removed !



Can we slow down the curve? 

Number of individuals in the different populations (in 2021)

Obvious link with bird feed
Unknown



Large populations (>25 individuals)
Small populations (<25 individuals)
Populations never recovered
Populations under control

Can we slow down the curve? 



Take home message

➢ Citizen science: not so easy, but it works…

➢Nature enthousiasts are easier to engage

➢Quantitative analyses not straightforward
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