THE FOREST CATERPILLAR HUNTER, A HELP FOR PROCESSIONNARY ISSUE ? m

Oak and pine processionary caterpillars are known for their impacts on
human and animals health, and for their forests damages. Those annoyances
could become just a souvenir thanks to this colorful insect?.

Measuring from 21 to 35 mm, the forest caterpillar hunter, Calosoma sycophanta can be
recognized by its characteristic blue metal color. You can find this predator in oak and
pine forests, in the herbaceous stratum or on the trunks.

Mostly known to predate the gypsy moth, Lymantria dispar, the forest caterpillar hunter
has been introduced in Corsica (south of France) in the 20% century in order to fight it.
According to the French National Inventory of Natural Heritage (INPN), in 2017, a stock of
141 forest caterpillar hunter presence data was taken. The majority of those data were in
the south of France, near the Mediterranean see. In 2019, new observations showed its
presence in Ile-de-France (north).

Forest caterpillar hunter,
Thomas Huntke.

Except its preference for the gypsy moth, the forest caterpillar hunter is also a huge
predator of the oak and pine processionary caterpillars.

Could this beetle become an auxiliary for the regulation of those and reducing their public
health and silviculture issues?

Well, if the forest caterpillar hunter ‘s predation pressure on L. dispar is proved, its impact
on processionary species populations is difficult to evaluate and is sparsely studied.
Especially because it isn’t the only factor of regulation of those species... A more systemic
research and reporting should allow a better monitoring of the forest caterpillar hunter Calosoma sycophanta repartition
populations variations. in France, INPN, MNHN & OFB
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POULTRY AND WILD BIRDS SEEDS : AN INTRODUCTION WAY FOR RAGWEED
IN LOW-CONTAMINATED TERRITORIES?

The Walloon Ragweed Observatory tries to provide answers.

INFORMATION SOURCES

Although ragweed is not yet widespread in the Walloon Region (Belgium), it is Qian-gian MA & al.

relevant to characterize the ways of introduction of the species in order to curb
its progression®.

In areas where the species is still scarce, contamination of seeds for poultry and wild birds is
suspected to be one of the most important source of ragweed propagation.

In order to better understand the importance of this introduction pathway, 42 samples of Meriguet, Bruno & Lepri,
various seed mixtures for poultry and wild birds, from 11 different brands, were collected and Emma. (2018).

analyzed. 2 kg of each mix were sorted, and the results are striking: nearly one bag out of three
(31%) was contaminated with seeds of Ambrosia artemisiifolia. Although these
contaminations remain within the quotas of European regulations (<50mg / kg), the vast
majority (over 75%) of the seeds harvested are viable.

The presence of ragweed seeds in these widely distributed seed mixes thus represents an entry A. Delforge ; Z. Etcheverria ;
point for the plant and can lead to new invasion spot. It therefore seems necessary to A. Monty

increase public awareness and implement practices to curb the spread of ragweed via this type

of vector.
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