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A faunistic account of Tabanidae (Diptera)
of Saudi Arabia and Oman

Marcel Leclercq

Abstract: A faunistic account of the Tabanidae (horseilies} of the Sultanute of Oman is given, togecher with a review of cur-
rently available information on Lzbanidae in Saudi Arabia. During the present siudy the number of axa of Tabanidae known

from Oman increased 10 eight, while 25 taxa have so far been recorded froa Saudi Arabia.
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INTRODUCTION

Prof. W. Biittiker, Natural History Museum Basel, Switzerland, kindly allowed me to study a col-
lection of Tabanidae from Oman; also mentioned are species in the Oman Natural History Mu-
seum at Muscat, with information kindly provided by its curator M.D. Gallagher.

Following previous research on the Tabanidae from Saudi Arabia (LicLireg 1982, 1986), 1
have carricd out further studies wich my colleague M.A. Amoudi from the College of Science at
King Saud University, Riyadh (Avount & Lecierog 1988, 1992, 1993, 1996): 25 taxa are cur-
rently known from the country (Amoun! & LeCLERCQ 1996).

Abbreviations:
NHMB  Natural History Museum Basel
SNMNH  Saudi Arabian National Museum of Natural History, Rivadh
ONHM  Oman Nartural History Museum, Muscat

SPECIES LIST

The species of the Palaearctic fauna are identified according to Lrcrercq (1966) and CHvALA et al.
(1972) and those of the Afrotropical fauna according to OrprovD (1952, 1954, 1957). The rax-
onomy is in accordance with CHvira (1988) and Cramney & Ouprovp (1980).

12

() |



286 Mo Lcrrreo

Subfamily Pangoniinae
liibe Philolichini

Philoliche (Philoliche) magrertii (Bezzi, 1901)

Pangonia wmagrettss Bezrd, 1901, — Bull. Soc. enc Ll 33: 7.

Philoliche (Philoliche) magrerrii. — Quimaovny 19357 Crialsiy & Orbrovn 1980,

Material: Saudi Arabias south-western region: several & and 29, Jizan Valley, 15.1V. 1984, M.A, Amoudi,
SNMNH.

Recorded by Avoun & Licirrea (1992).

Discribucion: From cast Africa {Eritrea, Somalia, Ethiopia, Sudan, Kenya, Tanzania, Mo-
zambique) to the western region as far as northern Nigeria, Guinea Bissau. Saudi Arabia,

Philoliche (Dorcaloemus) auricoma (Austen, 1911)

Dorvcaloenie auricoma Austen, 1911, — Bull, enc. Res. 1: 286.
Daoivaloenis auriconnt. — O neowny 1957,
Philoliche (1 vrcalorivin) wariiames, — (j]];lil]\’}’ & Oldrovd 1957,

Muarerial: Saudl Arabia, south-western region: several I and 99, Jizan Vallew, 151V 1994, M.A. Amoudi,
SINMNH.

Recorded by Avounr & Leciercg (1992),

Distribution: Zaire, Tanzania, Saudi Arabia.

Subfamily Scepsidinae

Adersia guichardi Oldroyd, 1957
Adersia guicherdi Oldroyd. 1957, Horse-flies Ethiop. Reg. Iz 311, Type locabiny: 20 miles L of Berbera coastal plain,
NW Somalia (former British Somalifand).
Marerial: Oman: 19, ONIIM,
Distriburtion: Somalia, Oman.

Subfamily Tabaninae
‘Tribe Tabanini

Ancala latipes (Macquare, 1838)
filenis latipes Macquart, 1838, Diproexot. 10 119,
Orbroviy 1934,

Aneaba latipes.

Material: Saudtv Arabia, south-western region: several I and §9. Jizan Valley, irom late May 1o June, MLA,
Amouci, SNMNH.

Recorded by Asvounr (1989).

Distriburtion: Senegal, Guinea, Sudan, Saudi Arabia.

Atylotus agrestis (Wiedemann, 1828)

Febanius agrestts Wicdemann, 1828, — Auss, awaitll Insg 12 957,

Atylotis agrestis, — Oromeovn 1954 Cranay & Ororovh 1980

Marterial: Saudt Arabias south-western region:several S and 29 Jizan Valley, from July o August. MLA.

Amoudi. SNMNH.

Recorded by Avount (1989).

Distribution: Egypt, Afrotropical region excluding Congo Basin and west African forest
areas, Madagascar, Mauritius, Réunion, southern Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Oriental region.
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Atylotus agricola (Wiedemann, 1828)
lthanies agrivofe Wicdemann, 1828, Auwss. zwditl Ins. 10530,
Lrcirreg T9606: Cinvu y 1988,

Aipbaties wgricobi. -
Arabia, cenrral region: 19, al-Qascem, Unavzah, TOVET993, MoA Amondi, SNAMNEL

Marterial: Saudi
Recorded by Aviovor & Liciereg (1993).
Discribucion: Egypr, Libya, Morocco, Corsica, Turkey, Saudi Arabia.

Atylotus farinosus (Szilady, 1915)

()1/:,'0/1\ _/.‘u/'un.\n\ Sriladv 1915, — Lo Mio. 43 102, Type locality: Arabian desere
,4{_]‘/.'11‘11\_f:'{;‘fmum. — [reriney 19066: Crn ey 1988,
Distribution: Syria, Trag, Saudi Arabia, Palestine, Egypt, Algeria.

Atylotus venturii Leclercq, 1966
/l(:-/mm et [,cc]cl'cq, 1966, — Mém. Tnse o San nar. Hc|g. 800 33-31.
Marterial: Saudi Arabia, ceneral region: 19, al-Quseem. Unayzah, 70019930 MAD Amoudi, SNAMNH.

Recorded by Aviouni & Leciereg (1996).
Distribution: [aly, France, Spain, Tunisia, Saudi Arabia.

Atylotus pallescens (Walker, 1871)
Ltbanus pallescens Walker, 1871, — Entomologise 5: 256, Type localin: Vlor™, Sima.
Lecrercg (1982) mentioned this species, but this record is doubtful. [ts tvpe locality is in Si-

nai (Egypt), not Arabia (Ciiviza 1988).

Tabanus albifacies Loew, 1856

Fabanns wlbificies Locw, 1856, — Progr. Ko Reabschule 72u Meseritz: 27,
Lirbanns polines Walker, 1871, lfnmmnh)gi\{ 5: 256,
Tibanns pofitus. Civay 1988,
Qadifs Abumaan, 31,1V 1994, MoA Amoudn, SNMNH.

Material: Saudi Arabia, castern region: 1 9, al-Ahsa
Recorded by Aviounn & Liciekreg (1996).
Distribution: Egypr, Sudan, Libya, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Palestine, Iran.

Tabanus arabicus Macquare, 1839

Lithanas arglorcns Macquare, 1839, — Dipr.oexen 3 (183810 298,
Forlaniey tonncadig _\'/i];LLI}'. 1923 — Biol, lleg. 1 (132,
Fabetss thiomrocides, — Crivary 1988,

Muaterial: Saudi Arvabia, castern region: 292, ul-Ahsa, 8V 1993, MoAL Amoudic SNAMNH,

Recorded by Avovn & Lectireg (1996).
Distriburion: lurkey, [raq, Saudi Arabia.

Tabanus bigutmtus Wicdemann, 1830
Tabauns bigirrasns Wicdemann, 18300 Awss. awedil, Tons, 20623,
Tabetys wimacidares Macquare, 1834, Hist. Nar Dipe 1 204,

Ftbets srimacidatus, — Chainey & Oldrovd 1988,
Marerial: Saudi Arabia, south-weseern region: several 0 and 290 Jizan Vallow from grass in an open arca

near cultivated arcas, April o June, MLAL Amoudic SNMNEH.

Recorded by Asount (1989).
Distribution: South Africa, throughout Afrotropical Africa excluding the Congo Basin,

southern Yemen, Saudi Arabia.



Ricts! MLOLRCT RO

Tabanus camelarius Austen, 1911

fabasears conpcherins Nusten, 1911 — Bull, ent, R, - 173,

Murerials Cioans 2 g0 S of Muscats Wadi Mavh, 237K $8°35F 300 m. 11. PLINVIO8S: T of 0 1 2. Sama il
Quarleh, 23721°N 88°03" 1, 400 1, O Haolaschuh, 210V 1985 3 o7, 1 9, Fanjah. Wadi Fanjali, 23727'N 38°08'E, 9.1V, 1985,
W BGniker, NFINB. - Saudi Arabia: several §9. al-Wihba, 34 V1982, W Biciker, NFMB.

Recorded by Liciireo (1986),

Distribucion: Sudan (Khor Arbaat in the Red Sea hills), south of the Dead Sea in Pales-
tine, Saudi Arabia, Oman,

Tabanis cordiger Mecigen, 1820

Fabutitits coreiger Metgen, 18200 - Svar. Beschr, 20047,
Lerbtsriis seevicorinis Mereon, 1838, Swat. Beschr, 7059,
Litlniias fortuiarus Frove 1936, — Commental. Biol. 6 {17: 43, {( anary Ishinds: Medano. Tenerife),

Material:Naudi Avabia: 190 Wadi Nimae, 1500 00 3, Biimker, KHMB,

Recorded by Lircirmeg (1986).

Distriburton: From LEngland through Scandinavia and the St. Petersburg region as far as
the Ural mountains, most other countries in Lurope, ’[ﬁurkey, Armenia, Tran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia,
Morocco, Mediterrancan, Tenerite (Canary Islands).

Libanus funtidus Austen, 1923

Tabutnuss frinicln Ausien, 1923 — Bull, ent. Res, 13: 28]

Trduennes trtipis Bogatchev & Samedov, 1949, — av, Akad. Nauk azerl. SSR 50 70,

Materiab: Saudt Arabias 19, Bari Sharia, 17111980, W Biicriker. NHMB,

Recorded by Licirreg (1982).

Discribution: Transcaucasus (Nakhichevan, Avzerbaijan, Armenia) and south-east Asia
(Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan); Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Palestine.

Tabanus leleani turkestanicus Olsufjev, 1970

fbisies feleani Austen. 1920, < Bull. ent, Hes, 100 312,
Labanees tprdestaisicns Olsafjev, 19700 = Lo Obogr, 4% 684,
Tabeenizes pafliiche Olsutiev, 1937, — Fauna USSR, Dipr 70200 204 and 4171 as subspecies of 77 felea,

AMarerial: Oman: 10 N of Sama il Quvlal, 23°21°N 8903 E, 400 . 211V | 983, C, Holwschuh, NHMB. — Saud;
Arabia: 2, Rivadh, 26001980, % Bileriker: 12 99, 17 kin § of Khaybar. 680 m, 26.1V.1979, KAU-Exp. Northern Hedjas,
NTINB.

Remarks: New record for Oman. The taxenomic position is explained in Crivira et al,
(1972).

Distribucion: Armenia. Turkmenistan, [ran, [raq, Saudi Arabia, Oman.

Tabanus lencostomus | ocw, 1858

Lbanus fercostonns Loow, 1838, — Ofvers., Kongl, Ver Akad. Forhand!. 14: 136,

Labeiinies obliguenaculares Surconl & Ricardo, 1909, - Fr. Mono. Tab. Afr: 172,

fubsrnses whfiqueinacndain:. — Swcoul 1922: Vo, Maurice de Rothschild: 804

Libutiirs obliuencilatis, — nee Muacquart, 1938: Dipr. exor 1: 123,

Jatbwrsies obliguesecufains, — Oromes s 1954 Criasgy & O orov 1980,

Materiai: Saudi Arabiar 2 99, Wadi Aridah, 1486 00, 9-10.X,1983: 1 9. Wi al-Amer, 2400 m, 18-19.1X 1983,
WO Biiker, NHMB,

Recorded by Lictirae (1986).

Discriburion: Namibia, widespread in castern Africa from north-east ro southern Africa,
also Cameroon, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia, Oman (Cramney & OLDROYD 1980).
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Tabanus mordax Austen, 1911
Litbanies morday Auseen, 1911, Bull. e, Res. 2: 1753,
Materital: Oman: 1.0, 2 29, 5k Muscat, Wadi Mavh, 23°27°N 58°35'E0 300 m, 11-12.1V 1985, . Holzschuh,

NHMB and ONHM, — Saudi Arabia: 180 Wadi Quse 1390 01, 220X01983; 1 2. Wadi Tarabah, 1470 m. 15-16.1X. 1980,
W, Batoker, NHMB.

Recorded by LicLirea (1986).

Distribution: Sudan, Chad, Kenya, Somalia. Egypr, Saudi Arabia, Oman.

Tabanus polygonus Walker, 1854

Labeisiis polygons Walker, 1854, — List Dipe Bric Mus. 3. Suppl. 10 237,

Arloius pofvzmurns Bigoe, 1892, — Mém. Soc. zool, I'r $: 648,
Leabwiny stricris Surcouf, 1912 — Compre Rendu Exp. Morgan: 73,
Labaiis brovieseons, — nee Seilady, 1910 (misidentificanon, see Crivaa cral 1972, Cavara 1988).

Lithanis polygois. Clv s 198K,
Marerial: Oman: specimens o the ONHM, MLD. Gallagher.

Remarks: New record for Oman.
Distribution: Turkey, Iran, Irag, Afghanistan, Oman.

Tabanus riyadhae Amoudi & Leclereq, 1980

Tabaines riyadhae Amoudi & Leclereq. 19800 — ] Med, Ent. 25 (53 399-401.
Material: Saudi Arabia: 9 holotvpe and 2 29 paratypes deposited in che collection of King Saud Universiny, Riyadh;
1'% paratype in the collection M. Ledereq. — Ceneral region:al-Zolfi, 612 m. 27.V.1980, M.A. Amoudi.

Discriburtion: Saudi Arabia.

Tibanus sabuletorum Loew, 1874

Tabasns sabulerorion Loow, 1874, — 7. pes. Narturw, 43: 414,

Marerialy Saudi Arabias 18017 km s of Khavbar, 680 m, 26.0V.1979, KAU Exp. Northern Hedjaz, NFIMB; 17,
Riyadh, 91X 1978: 1 . al-Huofufl 21IV.1980. M.A Amoudi, SNMNIIL

Recorded by Leciereg (1982).

Distribution: Southern Ukraine, Crimea, Caucasus, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Transbaikal-

lia, Mongolia, Iran: Khorassan, Baluchistan, Saudi Arabia.

labanus separarus Efflacoun, 1930
Tabanys separatus Efflatoun. 1930, — Mdm. Soc. ent. [f.gyprc 4 71): 89,
Marerial: Saudi Arvabia, central region: 19, Rivadh, Diraiyah, TV 1994, M AL Amoudi, SNMNH,

Recorded by Aviounn & Lecrercg {1996).
Distribution: Egypt, Saudi Arabia.

Tabanus sufis Jaennicke, 1867

Tabetintes sufis Jaenmicke, 1867, Abh. Sench. Nururf. Ges. 6 332,

fabanus wdboreusralis Newstead, 1907, — Ann. Trop. Med. Paras. 1: 46,

Material: Oman: 1%, 81 of Muscir, Wadi Mavh, 23°27°N 9893571, 300 m. 1112V 1985 1 @, 1 2.0 N of San il
Qavlh, 400 m, 23°21°'N 3808’10 21LIV.I989: 9 99, Fanjah, Wadi Fanjah. 23°27'N 38°08'E, 1.0V 1985 4 o0, 3 §7. Bid
Bido 23°24'N 58°007°L. 250 m, T0.IVI1985 NEIMB. all €. Holzschub, ONTNM. — Saudi Arabia: | 9. Wadi Harmao.
2200m, 12-23V01983: 3 99, Wadl Aridah, 1480 m, 9-10.0X.1983, W Biiaiker, NHMB: 5 29, Rivadh, 25.0V.1993: 2 29 al-
Qaseemn Arras, TIVET993:0 1 2, al-Qascem, Buraydah, 19.0V.1993; 4 29, al-Ahsa, VL1993 3 99 al-Ahsa Qauifl
ZAV093 SNMNTEEL 2 990 al-Ahsas Mobarras, 741V 1994; 2 §%. Garedianh, 270V 19940 1 2, Dhahiman, 10X 1994 1 ¢, Ras
Tannora, TRIVIIG94: 2 29, Qadf, Sokba, 25.VIL1994: 2 @9, Qacifl Sehan, 15.0V.1994; 2 92, Qadl. Abumvan, 31.1111994:
2 9%, Hoeligelah, 270V 1994: 1 2, Shaqeeq. 140V 19940 19, Baraliah. 5.V 1994 19, Qarn, 27.0V.1994: 1 o, Wiziah,
9V 1994 1 9. al-Hufutl 22.IV.1994; 1 7. al- Moterti, 211V 1994, all MUA. Amoudi. SNMNH.

Recorded by Leciireg (1986) and Avounn & Licirreo {1993, 1996).
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Distriburion: Sudan, trans-southern Sahara and fringes from Mauritania through north-
ern Nigeria and Chad to Sudan, Ethiopia, northern Kenya to Fgype, mid-Saharan oases and Tan-
zania. Gambia, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Iran, lraq, Palestine.

Tabanus taeniola Palisot de Beauvois, 1806

Fibeani teaeiode Talisor de Beauvols. 1806, Ins. ree. A Amer, 3 S0,

L sagiitarin Macquare, 1838, = Diproeson U 123

Tithainiss pzaciops Walker, 1848 — Lise Dipe Bt Sus, 12164,

Pibess vt Nalker, 18500 = Tis Swands, Dipe 1264

SMarerial: Saudi Arabia: several specimens. Jizan Vallew, July-Augast, SNMNHE 1o 289, J-Ahsa 819931 %,
al-Ahsa — Quil Sehat T3V 1994 1 2. Damman, TRV T, Al ALAD Amoudi, SNNINHL

Recorded by Axtounr (19895 and Astornr & Licirreq (1993, 1996).

Discriburion: Nigeria, almost entire Afrotropical region. mainly riverine in Congo Basin,
South Africa, Mozambique, Angola, Sudan, northern Chad, Egypr, Saudi Arabia.

Tibanus unifasciatus Loew, 1858

Fitbnennnes wratfesciitie Locw, 1838, — Verh, zool-bow Ges, Wien 80 600,
Tithestns albeseens Noraher, 1928, — Dot 2. 19280430 (as var of L snifiecnatns).
Tbanns peiliicles 1 lauser, 1960, — b, Obosr 390 047 (as subspecies of 7 sonfiseiasd. @juntor primary homonvm of 7.

patliddns Palisor de Beauvois 1809 and 7. /m‘f’f{f/.'.'.r()l.\ul v T93T {0 A TUSK)L
Material: Saudi Arabiar 2 99, Rivadh, Dirovah, 20081993 5 990 al-Laseem. Bur avdah, TAVILT930 MUA
Amoudi, SNSMNLL

Recorded by Avtotn & Lic1Erco (1996).

Distribution: Tlnouvhum southern Europe from Portugal and Spain through Trance, [taly,
Austria, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Albania, Greece, Rhodes Island, Bulgaria, Romania to souchern
Ukraine, Crimea, Transcaucasus (including Armenia and Azerbaijan); lurkey, Iran, Syria, Palestine.

Tribe Haematopotini

Haematopota abyssinica Surcouf, 1908

Haerstiopota alyssia Surcout, 1908, - Bull Mus. Plise, Nac Pards T4 1560
Havaarupota puniens Atsten, 1908, — A Mag. nat Hise 81029 274
Hcoiaropota provicies. = QT DROY 1952,

Material: Saudi Arabiz, south-western repion: several @ and #%. Jizan Valley, IV 1984, MoAL Amoudi
SNMNTL

Recorded by Asounn (1989,

Distribution: From eastern Africa (Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Malawi)
o Zimbabwe in the south, Zaire in the centre and northern Nigeria, Upper Volta and Burkina
Faso in the west. Saudi Arabia.

Haematopota coronata Austen, 1908

Haometopata cormara Ausen, 1908, — Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist 8 (2); 100, 279,

Hecmearopote coromats Bequaery, 1930, Harvard Al bxp. 1 Liberia 360 949 (O1prenn 19520,

Maverial: Oman: specimens i the ONHM. — Saudi Arabia: 2 gd, Wadi Shoqub. Turabah, 1250 m. 0 and
VT80 19, 10 ki Eoof al-Mindale 9.0V 19800 12, Wadi Wagy, 18 km SW of Taif, 1800 m. 4 X.1989: | o, Khoda,
1890 m, 30N 1982 19, Wadi Magarish, 1000 m, FLINCT983: 1 9, Wadi Dhivan. 1050 m. 130X 1983 4 99, Wadi Nimar.
1500 m, 14.05.1983: 1 7. Jebel Thrahim, 1540 m. 101 LIXT9R3, all W Biniker: 2 o and 9. Malklah, 10.X1L19920 MAL
Amoudi, SNAMNH and NHMB.

Distriburion: Chad, Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Qman, DPalestine, [ran.
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Table 1: X()r»gg‘();l';1}1]1ig‘1| attininies ot Tabanidae from Saudi Avabig and Oman,

Specius Saudy Arvabia Oman Species Saudi Arabia - Oman
Afrocropical DS editermanean

Philolicle {Phitoliche ! e + Abyfors aricoly '

Dhiloliche (Dorealoenis) auriconu + ,--Ie‘_rf:mn"f}‘ﬂ:'mfw.\' +

Aedereise grichardi t Aovfotses pevdirds !

Ancala fatipes + Feburnes atbifocies +

Arvlotus agrestls ! Fabuanns avabicns +

.[.r[r{»’.’{”f[,\ {1/;{{1[[?’1?‘1’”\ + I’1f/1:i'#'t'4'{\-/j{fﬂf//{!’,\ +

Lilninis coomelaring ! ! Labutiins feleani vurlestatiricus + -

Tealunns levcostoms + + Fabaniis podyuins

-Jl;'f!"/('l'h'f(\ fﬂih‘i'//lf.\' + t i -/v(f//f!'h'f(.‘ .‘lf/’/”/{'{ﬂi'“:‘[!’ +

Leabutiris sufis + + | Lebtises sepetratiies '

Tabuvnies taeniol + ' Flacinatopate sisisenty '

/Ln';:mmpnm .-(//_1'_x’,xj):/: ﬂf + . l'um}\c.m

Flacntapora coreitn ' + i Letbutises cordlier +
Saudi Arabia only Fabaitus wnifascieins i

Falnnes rivadbae -

Haematopota minmscitla Austen, 1920

H.{[‘thr’ﬁ/i{/:’zf pessenr Asten, 1920, Bull. ent. Res, 10: 287,
ff/n:]-‘){u.{.'h‘d ,\;t{';ql'mw,\f'; Rather, 1924, Bull. Sac. ent. [:g)\}\lc 13: 83,
Cliyiozond shicayieisis, — Civis s 1988,

Maverial: Saudi Arabia. castern regron: T Qurif = Tarur, 3XT119920 MoA Amoudic SNMNH.
Recorded by Aviounn & Liciircg (1993).

Distribution: Egypt, Iran, Palestine, Saudi Arabia.

DISCUSSION

Twenty-five tabanid taxa have so far been recorded from Saudi Arabia and cight from the Sulan-
ate of Oman. It is inceresting to note the presence of primitive Tabanidac of Afrotropical origin:
the Pangoniinac Philoliche (Philoliche) magrerrii and Philoliche ( Dovcaloemus) awricomna from Saudi
Arabia and the Scepsidininac Adersia guichardi from Oman.

Zoogeographical athnities of the species are presented in Table 1. according to their origin:
12 species of Afrotropical origin from Saudi Arabia and six from Oman, one species of Saudi Ara-
bian origin, 10 species of Mediterrancan origin from Saudi Arabia and two from Oman and two
species of Furopean origin from Saudi Arabia.

It should be emphasised that the two species of Philoliche and the wsetse tlies (CGlossina fuscipes
Newstead, 1910, and G morsitans subiorsitans Newstead, 1910) were caught by MLA. Amoudi in
south-western Arabia in the neighbourhood of Jizan and near the north-western border of Yemen,
Both records (Saudi Arabia and Yemen) are more than 1000 kn from the formerly recorded dis-
tribution limits of tsetse flies (Eisex er al. 1990, 19913,

To date, there is no record of Chrysopsinae and only three species of Haematopotini (Haein-
topora abyssinica, H. coronata and H. minuscula) have been found. This makes it obvious thar there
1s a great need for furcher investigation.
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