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Presentation outline 

• The ongoing initiatives on biodiversity and ecosystem 
services (ES) in Wallonia 

• Limitations of the curent initiatives 

• Areas of improvement 

• Examples of successful initiatives 
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Initiatives on biodiversity and ES 

Wal-ES 

Achievement: common fundations for the development of sound 
decision support tools in Wallonia: 

• Database (ES typology, indicators, data, etc.) 

• Website (http://wal-es.be) 
 
 



Main thematic ecological networks 

Broadleaved forest 
Calcareous grassland 
Ardenne peaks 
Ardenne high valley 
Flood plain 
Heap and brownfield  

Initiatives on biodiversity and ES 

Land use planning based on biodiversity and ES 

SDT =  Land Development Scheme 
   Long-term vision of land use  planning in Wallonia 

Ecological network 
(extraordinary biodiversity) 
 

+ Green infrastructures 
(common biodiversity -> ES) 
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Initiatives on biodiversity and ES 

Resolution on biodiversity and ES 

To provide a rapid, transversal and  ambitious response to the loss of 
biodiversity and ES  in Wallonia based on several proposals: 

 
• A better governance 

• Develop a Walloon strategy 
on Biodiversity 

• Organise the transversality 
and the coordination at the 
political, administrative and 
institutional level 

• Make biodiversity a societal 
issue throughout Wallonia 

Supported by various 
people/associations (ex.: 
Natagora, WWF, etc.) but 
the government ? 
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Limitations and areas of improvement 

• Lack of political/societal interest/involvement because of  

- Lack of knowledge 
- Lack of awareness 
- Lack of curiosity 

• Not clear governance on biodiversity and ES (several ministers have 
authority on these issues) 

=> lack of means (ex.: funding, person) and lack of support 

Limitations 

Areas of improvement 

Raise awareness among politicians and 
society on biodiversity and ES 

More means (money, people, etc.) 



Successful initiatives 

Objective: develop tools to assess landscape multifunctionality in 
land consolidation plan 
 
Two cases studies : 

• Tool based on ES (Forville) 
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Integration of biodiversity and ES in land consolidation plan 

1° Identifying 5 priority ES 

• Tool based on ES 

Agricultural production 
 

Leisure areas 
  
 

Provisioning 
 

Regulating 

Cultural 

Stakeholders : 
Local authorities, farmers, local 
initiatives & associations, volunteer 
citizens, etc. 

Water protection 

Erosion prevention 
Preservation of 
habitats for biodiversity 
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Integration of biodiversity and ES in land consolidation plan 

1° Identifying 5 priority ES 

2° Multifunctional 
diagnosis of land area 

3° Co-construction of 
land-use plans 

4° Impact evaluation over 
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Successful initiatives 

Integration of biodiversity and ES in land consolidation plan 

• Tool based on landscape (Rouvroy) 
 

 
Perceived landscape 

Felt landscape 

Ideal landscape 

Proposed landscape 

Real landscape 

View 

North-South section 



Successful initiatives 

Integration of biodiversity and ES in land consolidation plan 

• Tool based on landscape 
 

 Study of Lesser Horseshoe Bat (Rhinolophus hipposideros B.) 

- To complement the 
landscape plan  

- Umbrella species 

- Guidelines to strengthen 
the ecological gridding 
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Strengths 

 Communication throughout the 
project  

=> Raising awareness 
 
  Large diversity of stakeholders  
+ citizen involvement 
=> Strengthening 
 
 Sharable tools 
=> Dissemination 

X Required management 
 
- Trained team to supervise 
all the project 
- Involvement of local 
authorities 
 
X Actors representation 
 

Difficulties 



Thanks for your attention 

Any questions ? 


