Corentin Tresnie May 4™ 2020
Tools, powers and activities in Proclean dialectic

Text 1: The “logical methods”

npénovot 6¢ ol Aoykai pébodot Toig mepl T& PuXIKX oTpe@OpEVOLg €16m, melpal Kal <paieon Koil>
g\eyyol kai oplopol kai amodei&elg kal stonpeoelg, ouvBeoelg Te Kal AvaAdoElg.
(In Parm. V.987.25-28)

It is the logical methods that befit those who concern themselves with psychic forms, namely
testings, [maieutics,] refutations, definitions, demonstrations and divisions, syntheses and analyses.

Text 2: Synthesis is equivalent to division, definition and demonstration taken together

Kol yap ouvBeoeotv xpital kol dvaAboeoty, del pev €€ LOBEcERV OPPACA Kal THG XPXOG KTO THG
PO avTHG EmMoTNHUNG Aapfavovoa, xpwpeévn 8¢ Talg StoAekTiKalg amdoalg HeBodolg, mepl HEV TAG
apxag Slnpéceot TV €l0GV AMO TAOV YEVAV Kal TOTG OPLOTIKOIG AOYOLG, TIepl 6E TO PET TOG APYOG
amnodeieol kai avaivoeowv (In Eucl. 57.18-24)

[Geometry] uses sunthesis and analysis. It always proceeds from hypotheses, receiving its principles
from the science superior to it. It also uses all the dialectical methods: concerning the principles, it
uses divisions of the species from genera and definitions, and for what comes after the principes,
demonstrations and analyses.

Text 3: The four powers of the dialectical method

To pév odv €idog dhov TG SadekTikiig peBoSov To10DTOV, VOEPOV BVIWG Kal £MOTNHOVIKOV,
GAN'00X1 60EaOTIKOV Kol TAVTEADCG OTATOV KAl AOPLOTOV KATK TNV YVAO1V. Y70 8¢ tTadTny TV piav
Kol OAnv pébodov ai téttapeg teAoDol SLVAUELS, OPIOTIKT, Kol SLXIPETIKT, KOl AMOSEIKTIKT, Kol
avoAdvtikn: (In Parm. V.1003.3-8)

This is the whole form of the dialectical method, truly intellective and scientific, but neither
doxastic nor completely unstable and undefined with regard to knowledge. To this single and
complete method are subordinated four powers: definition, division, demonstration and analysis.

Text 4a-b: The three activities of the dialectical method

Tpeig elolv, ®G 10 GAov elnely, gvépyelan TG ¢ RANBAG EMOTNHOVIKHG HEBOSOL TATNG
(In Parm. 1.653.6-7)

Three are, to describe it completely, the activities of this truly scientific method.

Tpia toivuv €pya TG SIOAEKTIKTG TO HEV KABapTIKOV 810 TV EAEYXMV, MG a0TOG €V ZoPLOTI| Pnotv:
O Kal 0 ZOKPATNG XPATOL TOAAG TIPOG TO GOPLOTIKOV @DA0V, TV SIMARV &yvolav co@povilwv: TO 8¢
&' évavtiog ToUTE TRV BVI@V AVOPVROTIKOV, 6 TOUG €0 TEQUKOTAG Gvijyev émi Bewpiav, adTd povov
EHoaivav 10 GANBEC TO 6¢ ém' Guew Slateivoy, Kal Ta HEV EAEyxov, Ta O€ TPOKAAOVEVOV €1G TNV
aAnBelav: wote év MOAAOTG Te GAAOIG O XKPATNG S1aAGYOLg Kad €V 16 AVO161 SHAOG €0TL yupvalwv
100G AOyoug. (In Parm. V.989.12-22)

Three are the activities of dialectic. The first purifies by means of refutation, as Plato says in the
Sophist; Socrates uses a good deal of it against the race of sophists, chastising their double
ignorance. The second, on the contrary, reminds one of true realities; through it he used to lead the



well-born to contemplation, revealing to them what is true in its simplicity. The third extends to
both of these activities, it refutes as well as exhorting to see the truth: in many other dialogues and
especially in the Lysis, Socrates is clearly exercising his reasonings.

Text 5: Contemplation of truth and refutation of falsity use the same methods

TAGVI Yap TO U pHOvov TAANBf okomelv Onwg dmodektéov, GAAX kol Tor Pevd] S TV adTdV
ueBodwv éxkmeprpexely €Aéyyovta. (In Parm. V.995.30-33)

The “wandering” (sc. the third activity) consists not only in examining how we should demonstrate
what is true, but also in roaming around what is false by refuting it, through of the same methods.

Text 6: Dialectic also uses instruments

OUte yop €mi povov tov AAKadny avagépely mpoonkel v tod Stadoyov mpobeoty, OG Tveg
vreAaBov (1] yop émotnuovikn Bewpio TO Kowvov Opd Kai 10 Siateivoy mi mioav Ty opoiav €§v)-
obte T dpyava TO SIOAEKTIK(X TIPOTEIVELY ()G OKOTIOVG TFG 0LVOLGIAG, OloV TRV TPOTPOTHY f TV
poaeiav fj Tov EAeyxov, GAN' 6padv €ig Ti kKal tadta téAog &vateiveton (In Alc. 7.18-8.3)

It is not appropriate to refer the aim of the dialogue to Alcibiades alone, as some have supposed (for
scientific contemplation sees what is common and extends to every state that is similar to it), nor to
raise the dialectical instruments — such as exhortation, maieutics and refutation — to the rank of
purpose of the conversation, but one should examine what goal they pursue.

— What are the relations between those instruments and the powers & activities of dialectic?
Text 7: Power, activity and instrument in Aristotle

‘Qg pév odv 1 TRAo1g Kai 1 Bpaocig, obTtw Kai 1) &ypryopolg évieAéxela, og 8' 1 dYg kal 1 SOvapLg
100 6pyavov 1) Yuxn: (De Anima 11.1, 412b-413a)

As for cutting [with an axe] and seeing, wakefulness is an activity, and soul is like the sight, the
power of the organ/instrument.

Text 8: The First Alcibiades is divided in three parts: purification, exhortation, recollection

TIPONYELTOL HEV KEPAAQLOV €V, TO TNV &yvolav d@aipodv Tod AOyou Kal T EPmodia THg EMOTHNG TX
&v oOT® 610 TNV YEVEDTY GVOOTEAAOV TTIOAAOTG 61 TIO1 Kal avTodamoig GLAAOYIOHOIG devTtepov b
€Tl TOVTE TETOKTAL TOD S10AGYOL PEPOG, TO KATAOKELALOV MG 0V XPT| TOIG PUOIKOIG TTAEOVEKTI OOV
ApKOVPEVOV AMOAPUTIAVETBO TAV KOTA TNV TEAEiaV APETNV EMTNOELUATOV: TpiTOV &€ i TOVTOIG TO
v avapvnov mopidov thg dAnBwviig Np&v ovoiag kai Tfig empeAeiog tfig 60pbig v edpeotv kai
TEAOG TO Tpootikov €mayov Tf] OAn mpoBéoel 1®V Adywv; Tpia Tolvuv TadTX TOD TPOKEIHEVOL
dradoyov pépn: (In Alc. 14.8-17)

First comes one chapter that removes ignorance from reason and eliminates from knowledge
obstacles that are in it due to becoming, by means of several various syllogisms. After that, the
second part of the dialogue argues that one must not be so satisfied of his naturel advantages as to
forfeit the practices conform to perfect virtue. After these, the third part provides the recollection of
our true being and the discovery of the proper care and brings an end which correspond to the
purpose of the conversation. Three, then, are the part of the present dialogue.

— Are those parts activities or instruments ?



