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Ideal Teachers and Learners in the Athenian Late Platonic School

Text 1: Teaching is a metaphysical relation

All beings are united with one another in this manner, and for everything everywhere there is
brought about a communion of goods, the perfective causes ready to communicate, and the destined
participants aroused to participation, the former proffering their perfective potency and the latter
having already assumed their receptive potency of suitability. Potency is twofold, one active, and
one passive: the former is the mother of activity, the latter the means of reception of
perfection. On one side the future agent must be full to overflowing and so prepared for activity
that, although the destined recipient is not present, it is itself at full strength and stimulated to
communication, and on the other side the subject to be acted upon must be eager for participation
and apply itself to the perfective power, and if that be not present, through the most eminent
suitability be aroused towards participation.' (transl. O'Neill)

Text 2a: The three requisites for learning philosophy

Turning now to examine the details of the text, we may say that it gives us a picture both of what
goes to make a worthy auditor of such a lesson, and what makes a competent instructor. For
the auditor must be of outstanding natural ability, that he may be a philosopher by nature and
enthusiastic for immaterial being, always pursuing and as suming something else beyond what is
visible to the senses and not resting content with what presents itself [...]. Then he should have a
wide range of experience, and by this I don’t mean of human affairs (for these are of small
importance and quite irrelevant to divinised life), but rather of logical and physical and
mathematical subjects. [...] Our candidate, then, as we have said, must possess such natural ability
as this. Next, as has been said, he must possess experience of many and various disciplines, by
means of which he may be raised to an understanding of things intelligible. And, thirdly, he must
have such intense enthusiasm towards this study that, when his instructor gives only a hint, he may
be capable of following such hints by virtue of an enthusiasm which concentrates his attention.
There are three things, then, which he says are required by anyone embarking on the study of
the intelligible nature — natural ability, experience, and enthusiasm. Natural ability will
naturally endow him with faith in the divine, experience will enable him to hold fast to the truth of
paradoxical doctrines, and his enthusiasm will stir up in him a love of this study [...]. And, if you
like, through experience he will acquire receptivity in the cognitive part of his soul, while through
enthusiasm he will gain an intensification of the vital part, directed towards the intelligibles, and
through natural excellence the preexisting basis for both these, since right from birth all these
qualities have been granted to him.? (transl. Morrow & Dillon)
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Text 2b : Love and experience required to attend Proclus' theology course

But the auditor of the proposed doctrines is supposed to be adorned with the moral virtues, and to
be one who has bound by the reason of virtue all the illiberal and inharmonious motions of the soul,
and harmonized them to the one form of intellectual prudence [...] He must likewise have been
exercised in all the logical methods, and have contemplated many irreprehensible conceptions
about analyses, and many about divisions, the contraries to these [...] But in the third place, he must
not be ignorant of physics and its various doctrines [...] But all these must be bound together in
the leader intellect. Being likewise a partaker of the dialectic of Plato, meditating those immaterial
energies which are separate from corporeal powers, and desiring to contemplate by intelligence in
conjunction with reason [true] beings, our auditor must genuinely apply himself to the interpretation
of divine and blessed dogmas, and fill his soul, according to the Oracle, with profound love; since,
as Plato somewhere observes, for the apprehension of this theory a better assistant than love cannot
be obtained.” (transl. Taylor, modified and adapted following Saffrey & Westerink 1968 edition)

Text 3a: Some qualities of the teacher — taciturnity, systematicity and allusiveness

As for the teacher, having journeyed long before along the same path, he will not want to expound
the divine truth with elaborate verbosity, but rather to reveal much through few words, uttering
words of like nature to the concepts they express; nor will he proceed from widely acknowledged
and obvious concepts, but will contemplate reality beginning from above, from the most unitary
principles, taking a remote point of departure for his systematic treatment, inasmuch as he has
separated himself from his immediate surroundings and drawn dose to the divine; nor will he take
thought so that he may seem to speak clearly, but he will content himself with indications; for one
should convey mystical truths mystically, and not publicise secret doctrines about the gods.

Such should be the nature of both the auditor and the purveyor of such discourses.*

(transl. Morrow & Dillon)

Text 3b : Other qualities of the teacher — fertility and inventiveness

And following on this he reminds us again who should be the instructor in knowledge on this
subect, that he should be productive and inventive in respect of his teaching; for some people
make sufficient progress so as to be sufficient for themselves, but others arc able to stimulate
others also to a memory of the truth of things.® (transl. Morrow & Dillon)

flyovpévov, dvvacBor mopinecbo taic vieifeot S v mpoBupioy émrsivovsay v mpocoyiv. Tpio §'odv oty & &Y enot
xpiivan 1@ Oewpnoavtt TadTny TV eOoy, eveuia, uneipia, Tpobopio. Kai o1d pev v evguiov Eoton v mtepi 10 Ogiov miotiv
aOTOPLMS TPoPePAnuévos, S 8¢ TV Eumetpiav E€el TV mapadoEwmv Bempnudtev Ac@aAi] TV dAndeway, did 8¢ Tv Tpobvpiov
AVOKIVIOEL TO EPOTIKOV £00TOD TO Tepl v Bewpiav [...] Ei 8¢ Bovdet, dwa pev mv gumeipiov EEet T0D yvooTikod TG Woyig
émmdedtta, S 0 v mpobupiav v 100 {oTkoD ThoW €ilg ékeiva Pépovoav, dia 6E TNV gLEVIOV TNV AUEOTEPOV
TPOVHTAPYOVCOV TPOKUTACKELTV EK THiG TPATNG YEVEGEMS Kol TMV dAwV €ig antov Evdedopévov. (In Parm. 1V.926.4-927.35)

3 6 88 ab tdv mpokelévev Soyudtov dkpoatic Taig udv M0l dpetoic kekoounuévog vmokeicOm kol mavro T Gyevii kol
avéppoota Tiig Yoxfic kKivipato 1@ tfic dpetiic Adye Kotadnoduevog kai mpdg &v T TS Ppovicems £100¢ appdcoc. [...] Taig 8¢
Aoywkaig pebddoig andoog yeyvpuvaobo kai ToAAL peEV mepil avoldcewv mOAA 8¢ Tepl TV EvavTimVv TTPOG TAVTIG SLUPEGEDY
avédeykta vonpoto tefeapévog mopéotm [...] TO 8¢ o1 Tpitov €ml TovTOG UNdE THG PLOIKHG GVIKOOG £0TM KAl TAV &V TAVTY
moled®v dofaopdtov [...] IIavto 8¢ tadta cuvoncduevog gig Tov yepdva vodv kol tijg [TAdtwvog dokextikiic petaiafav kol
UEAETNGOG TOG AVAOLG Kol Y®PLOTOG TOV COUATIKGY duvapemv Evepyeiog kol vonoel petd Ad0yov t0 dvto Dewpelv £piépevog,
antécfo Mmapdg Tiig TV Oeiov te kol pokapiov doypdtov éénynoems, Epmtt pev T Pabn kotd 10 Adylov AvVATA®GCAS TiiG
Yoxis, €mel Kol cuvepyov Epotog apeive Aafeiv gig v Tiig Bempiog tavtng avtinyw ovk &otwv. (Theol. Plat. 1.2, p. 10.11-
11.16)

4 O 6¢ xabnyepmv ToAAD TpoTEPOV 10 TOVT®V 0dgD00G 0K £0lNoEL S1d moAvhoyiag ékpaively Tv Belay dAndgiav, GALGL TOAAN
S dMlywv évdeikvuchat, vonoeowy dpoto eOeyyOLEVOS 00OE AT TMV GLVEYVOOUEVOV Kol TTpoyelpmv, AN dvwbev amd tdv
ApYAV TV EVIKOTATOV TO Tpdypata Oempelv Toppmbev mpaypatevdpevos, dte EELGTANEVOS TOV TOPOVTOV Kol TPOG T@ Oeim
yryvopevog o0de momoetar Adyov Ommg dv Aéyetv 80EN capds, ALY Kol dpkecOncetol Taig €voegifeot Ol yip Td LLOTIKA
O TIK®G Topadidoval, kol i Snpoctedey Tég dmoppriTovg mepi tdv Oedv évvoiac. Tolodtog pev obv koi 6 GkpoaThg Koi O
KoONYEUDV €6TL TV TO10VTOV AOY®V. (In Parm. 1V.927.36-928.11)

5 Enl 8¢ to0to kol Tig 0 kabnyepodv Tig mepl T00TOV EMGTAUNG, VIOMUVIOKEL TOAWY, OTL YOVIHOG Kol EDPETIKOG £0TL TEPL TNV
SwackaAiov: &viot yap T000DTOV TPOKOTTOLGLY, BGOV ODTOIG AmoOYPN TPOG £0VTOVG GAAOL 8¢ Kol £TEPOVG GVOULLVIIOKEV
Sduvavtot tiig Tdv Tpaypdtev ainbeiog (In Parm. 1V.976.14-20)



