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Member of bibliophile circles

❦ Société des bibliophiles et iconophiles de Belgique 
❦ Antichambre des cieux
❦ Union liégeoise du livre

One of the greatest private libraries of Belgium

❦ Thousands of books
❦ ca 500 incunables
❦ Numbers of chivalric romances, and comica and curiosa (17th-18th)
❦ Amateur of Gothic and modern bindings



Flavius Josephus, De la bataille judaique. Tr: Claudius de Seysselo?, Paris : Antoine Vérard, [after 7 Dec. 1492], 2°

Only copy in Belgium at the time of G. Petit



First auction of books of G. Petit (2018): 95 lots, incl. 30 incunables



❦ Only 200 incunables under the hammer
14 Sammelbände

☞ 32 15th-c. edition
☞ 1 16th-c. edition



Four commentaries on Aristotle by Johannes Versoris and Antonius Andreae (1490s)
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Oldest incunable in a Sammelband own by G. Petit: Ambrosius’ De Officiis (Cologne, U. Zell, ca 1470-1472)



Intellectual unity : three works by Baptista Mantuanus (Bologna, Francesco de Benedictis,1488-1489)



Sammelband = bibliophilic criteria



Each time, it's a sensitive pleasure to take 
my dear books in hand, to dust them off, 
to examine them, to read them or to go 
through a particularly engaging passage 
for the tenth time, to look at the binding, 
the interior, the engravings, to remember 
the conditions under which I was able to 
acquire them and the circumstances that 
preceded or followed their purchase: I'm 
happy to own them and to be able to 
enjoy them.


