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1. The syntactic diagram

An object of linguistic discourse

Inscription of knowledge (Bachimont 2010)

 Syntax field (Mazziotta 2022) 

  

Knowledge          MEDIUM    Inscription

(shapeless)    (perceptible)

Syntax

Fig 1. Syntactic schemas as inscriptions (Tesnière 1959, Kahane & Pietrendrea 2019, Ruwet 1972, Desmets et al. 2003)
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1. The syntactic diagram

An object of linguistic discourse

Inscription of knowledge (Bachimont 2010)

Diagrams (Peirce 1931)

 “iconic sign of the internal structure of an object, facilitating reasoning”

  

Fig 2. Syntactic schema as a diagram (Tesnière 1959)
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1. The syntactic diagram

An object of linguistic discourse

Inscription of knowledge (Bachimont 2010)

Diagrams (Peirce 1931)

Sate of the art

 Historical point of view

 Formal/theoretical point of view
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2. Studying diagrams in school grammar

Why this orientation?

Pedagogical origin (Hudson 2020, Imrényi & Mazziotta 2020)

Influence of scholarly knowledge (Chevallard 1985, Vargas 2014)

 1970s : propagation of Chomskyian formalisms 

 

Fig 3. French grammar textbooks (Dubois & Lagane 1973, Dubois-Charlier & Leeman 1975, Combettes et al. 1980)
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2. Studying diagrams in school grammar

Why this orientation?

Pedagogical origin (Hudson 2020, Imrényi & Mazziotta 2020)

Influence of scholarly knowledge (Chevallard 1985, Vargas 2014)

Context of French-speaking Belgium (Van Raemdonck et al. 2011)
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2. Studying diagrams in school grammar

Research issues

 Which diagrammatic forms are used and what consequences for

 grammatical theory?

 

 What didactic integration of diagrams?
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3. Analysis tools

Three steps

Graphic forms used 

(Bertin 2013)

Linguistic theory

(Kahane & Gerdes 2022, Mazziotta 2022)

Teaching practices

(Kress 2001)

  

Fig 4. Diagram used in a textbook (Dubois-Charlier & Leeman 1975)



4. Corpus

School grammar

“the body of ‘grammatical knowledge’ that school provides to its 
public” (Chervel 1977, our translation) 

Scholarly knowledge                       Teaching knowledge 

Syntaxes Textbooks Didactic practices
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Grammar books

Fig 5. School grammar as a socio-discursive continuum 
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5. Focus: what consistency of data?

Hypothesis

1970-2020 : constituent tree formalisms

      … but resistances (Chevalier 1999, Roubaud 2014)

 Invisibility of other diagrammatic forms ?

 

Fig 6. Typical constituent tree formalism 

(Boivin & Pinsonneault 2019)
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5. Focus: what consistency of data?

Objects with blurred boundaries

Which grammar books?

 School, university, and general public grammars

 French for French-speaking learners

Corpus: 

106 grammars 
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5. Focus: what consistency of data?

Objects with blurred boundaries

Which grammar books?

What can be considered as a syntactic diagram? 

 

Corpus: 

106 grammars 

Fig 7. Schemas with a problematic status (Dubois & Lagane 1973, Fouillade 1990, Piron 2017, Cherdon & Saroléa 2012)
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5. Focus: what consistency of data?

Objects with blurred boundaries

Which grammar books?

What can be considered as a syntactic diagram? 

 

Corpus: 

106 grammars 

Discursive inscription    Diagrammatic inscription

Il me salua assez sèchement.

Fig 8. Diagrammatic inscription as a coninuum
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5. Focus: what consistency of data?

A diagrammatic diversity

Ten “diagrammatic canons” (Bubenhofer 2020)

 

Fig 9. Ten syntactic diagrammatic canons (Dubois & Dubois-Charlier 1970, Van Hout 1973, Le Galliot 1975, Warnant 1984, Martinet 1985, 

Weinrich 1989, Van Raemdonck et al. 2011, Grevisse & Lits 2009, Bescherelle 2012, Grevisse & Kalinowska 2015)
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5. Focus: what consistency of data?

A diagrammatic diversity

Ten “diagrammatic canons” (Bubenhofer 2020)

Distribution analysis

 

Fig 10. Distribution of grammars with systelatic use of diagrams (53)
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5. Focus: what consistency of data?

A diagrammatic diversity

Ten “diagrammatic canons” (Bubenhofer 2020)

Distribution analysis

 

Fig 11. Distribution of grammars according of chronological axis
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5. Focus: what consistency of data?

A diagrammatic diversity

Ten “diagrammatic canons” (Bubenhofer 2020)

Distribution analysis

Scientific and pedagogical interest
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6. Perspectives

 

Syntactic diagrams in school grammar

 Two other aspects

 Observations in primary and secondary schools

 Apprioriateness of diagrams
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