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The Dwarf Morgante, (born Braccio di Bartolo) was the
most famous of the five buffoons who lived at the court of
Cosimo I de’Medici [1]. His portrait can be admired at Pitti
Palace, in Florence. The painter Agnolo di Cosimo (detto
Bronzino), made for Cosimo I a full-length portrait of Mor-
gante. He is represented nude, from two perspectives, front
and back (Fig. 1). A butterfly discovered during the last res-
toration covers decorously his genitals.

In addition to Bronzino’s manierist dual-sided portrait,
Morgante has been immortalized in the marble sculpture
in 1560 by Valerio Cioli at the Bacchino Fountain, in the
Boboli Gardens, which portrays him straddling a turtle
(Fig. 2). Finally, we can also find Morgante, represented as
a soldier, in the magnificent fresco of Vasari of the Salone
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dei Cinquecento of Palazzo Vecchio, commemorating the
capture of the fort of Siena by the Florentine army [1].

The dwarf Morgante (ironically nicknamed as the giant
of the eponymous poem by Luigi Pulci) suffered evidently
from achondroplasia (OMIM 100800). He died in 1580, in
Florence, affected by a malignant fever ("mal castrone"). A
post mortem poem by Antonio Francesco Grazzini remem-
bers him as: “Il pin saggio ed accorto, il piu raro sovrano
buffon che mai vedesse o Sole o stella” [2]. As a final point,
we would like to highlight the interest of representational art
in portraying real life achondroplasic dwarfs, as illustrated
by recent articles published in this Journal [3, 4].
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Fig. 1 a (front) and b (back)
Portrait of Nano Morgante,

oil 149 x 89 cm, (circa 1553)

by Agnolo di Cosimo detto
Bronzino (1503-1572). Galleria
Palatina, Palazzo Pitti. Florence,
Italy

Fig.2 Bacchino Fountain or fontanella del Nano Morgante (circa
1560) by Valerio Cioli, in the Boboli Gardens, Florence (photo by the
author)
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