
The Thot Sign List
Recording paleographic diversity in diachrony

Stéphane Polis (F.R.S.-FNRS / ULiège)

Peter Dils (Leipzig), Jorke Grotenhuis (Jerusalem), 
Philipp Seyr (Liège), Daniel A. Werning (Berlin)





http://www.enim-egyptologie.fr/?page=enim-14&n=3



Token



Source Token
1 n

KIU 1730



Document Source Token
1 n 1 n

KIU 1730



Document Source Token
1 n 1 n

KIU 1730



Document Source FunctionToken
1 n 1 n n 1

KIU 1730

Phonogram ẖn
(in ẖn.t ‘statue’)



Document Source FunctionToken

Class

1 n 1 n n 1

n

1

KIU 1730

Phonogram ẖn
(in ẖn.t ‘statue’)



Document Source FunctionToken

Class

1 n 1 n n 1

n

1

KIU 1730

Phonogram ẖn
(in ẖn.t ‘statue’)



Document Source FunctionToken

Class Sign

1 n 1 n n 1

n 1

n

1 1

n

KIU 1730

Phonogram ẖn
(in ẖn.t ‘statue’)







Three shortcomings



Three shortcomings

• Quantitative: limited size of the hieroglyphic repertoire

1288

4960

22539

7099
5980

23052

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

Signs Functions Tokens

Data in TSL (July 2023)

Online Total



Three shortcomings

• Quantitative: limited size of the hieroglyphic repertoire
• Qualitative: insufficient paleographic dimension







Token

Source



Three shortcomings

• Quantitative: limited size of the hieroglyphic repertoire
• Qualitative: insufficient paleographic dimension
• Analyses were not easily falsifiable



No visualization of the 
functions shared by the 
different classes of a sign









Three shortcomings

• Quantitative: limited size of the hieroglyphic repertoire
• Qualitative: insufficient paleographic dimension
• Analyses were not easily falsifiable



Original goal

TSL is born out of the practical necessity of creating electronic corpora 
of hieroglyphic texts in a principled way and its first aim was

to document the functions
attested for individual signs

• References to ancient sources
• Description of the iconic features
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St. Polis & S. Rosmorduc
A shared repository of hieroglyphic signs: The Thot Sign List (TSL)



History of the project

• 2013
• 2015



History of the project

• 2013
• 2015



History of the project

• 2013
• 2015



History of the project

• 2013
• 2015–2016



History of the project

• 2013
• 2015–2016

Luc Desert



History of the project

• 2013
• 2015–2016
• 2016–2017



History of the project

• 2013
• 2015–2016
• 2016–2017



History of the project

• 2013
• 2015–2016
• 2016–2017



History of the project

• 2013
• 2015–2016
• 2016–2017



History of the project

• 2013
• 2015–2016
• 2016–2017
• 2016–2020







Ongoing developments











Demotic Palaeographical Database Project
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Extending the TSL repertoire

1. Global approach
a. Unicode 16.0, September 2024



13D5FEgyptian Hieroglyphs Extended-A13C60

13C6 13C7 13C8 13C9 13CA 13CB 13CC 13CD 13CE 13CF 13D0 13D1 13D2 13D3 13D4 13D5
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Extending the TSL repertoire

1. Global approach
a. Unicode 16.0, September 2024
b. “Interaction between written norms in Ancient Egypt” (Ph. Seyr)



http://www.hieroglyphs-journal.org



Extending the TSL repertoire

1. Global approach
2. Corpus approach



Extending the TSL repertoire

1. Global approach
2. Corpus approach

a. DiaThot (2023–2026)

/

KV 9 (Ramses V/VI)

KV 6 (Ramses IX)

Z. Cochin



Extending the TSL repertoire

1. Global approach
2. Corpus approach

a. DiaThot
b. VariGraph (2023–2027)

with L. Colonna d’Istria
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Hélène Lobstein



Extending the TSL repertoire

1. Global approach
2. Corpus approach

a. DiaThot
b. VariGraph
c. Interns
d. External Collaborators

Åke Engsheden



www.thotsignlist.org
We are looking forward to future collaborations!


