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Competing political party discourses on sovereignty and constitutional 
change in post-Brexit Scotland
Context, objectives, data

• The UK’s peculiar constitutional tradition: flexibility, ambiguity and multiple 
interpretations 


• How Brexit reignited the debate around sovereignty in the UK: Have discourses 
on sovereignty constitutional change evolved and how? + power relations


• Data:


• Political parties as mediating the political « supply »


• Labour, Conservatives, SNP, LibDem, Greens


• Manifestos 2021 and policy documents 



Assessing the evolution of competing discourses on constitutional 
change in post-Brexit Scotland
Theory and methods (I)

• Sovereignty as a ‘normative and essentially challengeable concept’ (Besson 2003) — Sovereignty 
as the product of meaning-making processes


• The importance of language in the doing of politics and the interpretive turn (>< positivism) 


• Critical Discourse Studies: 


• Transdisciplinary and eclectic approach to discourse (in context)


• ‘Analysing hidden, opaque and visible structures of dominance, discrimination, power and 
control as manifested in language’ (Wodak R. and Meyer M. 2016)


• ‘Make visible through analysis, and to criticize, connections between properties of texts and 
social processes and relations (ideologies, power relations) which are generally not obvious 
to people who produce and interpret those texts, and whose effectiveness depends upon this 
opacity’ (Fairclough, N., 2010) 



Assessing the evolution of competing discourses on constitutional 
change in post-Brexit Scotland
Theory and methods (II)

• Critical Discourse Studies: 


• Critical dimension de-emphasized


• Politics = power and resistance


• Discourses = acts of social power


⟶ Analysis of a concept as central for politics as that of sovereignty 
must include discursive considerations



Assessing the evolution of competing discourses on constitutional 
change in post-Brexit Scotland
Theory and methods (III)

• Analytical framework: 3D concept of discourse (Fairclough 2010) 


• Language text, spoken or written (micro-level) description; 

• Discourse practice (meso-level) interpretation;


• Sociocultural practice (larger social context at the macro-level) explanation.



Assessing the evolution of competing discourses on constitutional 
change in post-Brexit Scotland
Theory and methods (IV): 3D approach (adapted from Fairclough 2010: 133)



Assessing the evolution of competing discourses on constitutional 
change in post-Brexit Scotland
Theory and methods (V)

• Textual analysis based on the tools of Discourse Historical Analysis (Reisigl 
and Wodak 2016) 
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