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To deliver high-quality clinical guidelines, we  increasingly need a capacity of experts trained in 

guideline development methodology. The Working group ‘Development of primary care 

guidelines’ (WOREL) and the Belgian Centre for Evidence Based Medicine (Cebam) collaborate 

to train healthcare professionals and academics in guideline development.

Twice a year a four-day training on guideline development takes place. This training is 

preceded by a three-day EBM training and a one-day introduction to guidelines. These 

additional trainings are optional, but highly recommended. The training on guideline 

development is aimed to all healthcare professionals and other interested persons.

The blended course consists of two online sessions, one face-to-face in-depth training 

and a self-study part. After six months an extra training day is planned during which 

participants can discuss problems experienced during their own guideline 

development process. The course is given in Dutch as well as in French.

To describe the Belgian approach of guideline development training 
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Results

The blended design meets the needs and learning objectives, and enhances the acquisition of 

the necessary competences regarding guideline development. 

The added value of the training is that it is offered in the native language of the participants 

and given by trainers who know the Belgian health context. D
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A team of senior guideline development experts determined the content and methods of the 

training which are based on the international standards of guideline development. The didactic 

methods of the training respond to both the learning objectives and the needs of the 

participants. 

Day 1

• EBP lifecycle

• Procedure : de Novo and ADAPTE

• Formulating clinical questions

• Task

Day 2

• Evaluating with AGREE II

• Developing a correct search 

string

• Critical appraisal of studies

• EtD and GRADE

• Task

Day 3: Integration

• Clinical questions and search 

strategy (part 2)

• Stakeholder involvement

• EtD and GRADE (part 2)

• Presentation of elaborate task

Day 4: feedback

• Discussion on succes factors and 

barriers in validation

• Tailored made Q&A


